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BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Katy City Council approved an 
ordinance that tightens restrictions 
on where registered sex o� enders 
may live or go within city limits 
during its Monday evening meeting. 
� e city also heard updates regard-
ing permitting and animal control 
and promoted Interim Fire Chief 
Kenneth Parker to head up Katy Fire 
Department permanently. 

“� is is a wonderful moment – 
not only in (Parker’s) life but in my 
life also,” said Mayor Bill Hastings. 
“I’m honored to be able to appoint 
him the � re chief. He has done 
an excellent job so far. He has the 
utmost respect from everybody in 
the department, and I know we’ve 
got a great bunch of happy � remen 
this night.” 

Parker had served as interim � re 

chief since former Fire Chief Rusty 
Wilson left the department last 
October.

� e sex o� ender ordinance, 
which passed unanimously, restricts 
registered sex o� enders by not 
allowing them to live within 2,500 
feet of any child area, according to 
a copy of the ordinance provided by 
the city. A child area, as de� ned by 
the new city law, includes schools, 
playgrounds, school bus stops, 
youth centers, video arcades, public 
parks, private recreational facilities, 
pools, playgrounds skate parks and 
youth athletic � elds. Registered sex 
o� enders also may not enter these 
facilities. Violations of the ordinance 
are punishable by up to a $500 � ne 
per o� ense and each day of violation 
is considered a separate o� ense, 
according to the ordinance. 

“Today, I am pleased to bring 
forward this ordinance, to protect 

our families and citizens.  After be-
ing approached by several residents, 
Mayor Bill Hastings, the Police Chief 
(Noe Diaz), the City Attorney (Art 
Pertile III) and I worked to craft this 
legislation that will create a bu� er 
zone around places children gather, 
including a potential new (Katy) ISD 
school in Cane Island and new city 
parks,” said Mayor Pro Tem Chris 
Harris. 

Sex o� enders who are minors or 
already reside within 2,500 feet of 
a child area are excepted from the 
ordinance’s provisions, though they 
may not move out of the city then 
back into a restricted area of the city. 

More than a dozen sex o� enders 
live within Katy’s city limits and 
more than 100 reside in the Katy 
area outside of city limits.

� e ordinance also prevents 

Pattison 
partners with 
water district, 
eyes grants at 
April meeting
BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Pattison City Council 
discussed seeking multiple 
grants to help the city pre-
pare for upcoming growth 
during its April meeting. 
Council also moved forward 
with an agreement with 
Pattison Water Supply, the 
public agency that provides 
water services to city resi-
dents. � e two issues may 
pair nicely, city o�  cials said. 

“Basically, we’d work 
with the Pattison Water 
Supply in submitting a block 
grant application,” said 
Mayor Joe Garcia. “One of 
the things that we’ve looked 
at, as far as this (Community 
Development Block Grant) 
project goes, is to try and 
improve the availability of 
our public water supply 
within our community.” 

� e agreement, which 
will also need to be ap-
proved by the Pattison Water 
Supply Board of Directors 
this week, would set up a 
partnership between the city 
that could involve some cost 
sharing on any matching 
funds required under the 
CDBG program, Garcia said. 
Additionally, the agreement 
could lead to increased wa-
ter pressure for city residents 
as smaller pipes in parts of 
the city are replaced with 
larger pipes to allow more 
water to � ow. � e added 
water pressure could assist 
with the addition of � re 
hydrants on Durkin Road, 
which would improve public 
safety, Garcia said. 

Councilmember Je�  Mc-
Gowan, who is also a mem-
ber of the Pattison Water 
Supply Board of Directors, 
supported the measure for 
multiple reasons, including 
the possibility of increasing 
� re protection in the city. 

“(I) love the lines put in 
years ago, but they’re quite 
small, so we can’t do any-
thing about � re protection 
until we get a six-inch line 
in,” McGowan said. 

Some lines in the city 
may only be an inch to an 
inch and a half in diameter, 
Garcia said. 

Councilmember Seth 

Katy promotes new fire chief, 
adopts sex offender ordinance

See ORDINANCE, page A3

KATY FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Kenneth Parker was appointed by Mayor Bill 
Hastings as � re chief during Monday’s meeting. 
Parker was an assistant chief and more recently 
as interim chief following former chief Rusty 
Wilson’s move to the Mesquite Fire Department.

Commissioners honor abuse prevention workers
BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

� e Waller County Commis-
sioners Court took measures to 
honor those that work to prevent 
or help those who are victims of 
child abuse or sexual assault at 
their April 7 meeting. Commis-
sioners joined members of the 
Court Appointed Special Advo-
cates, Child Protective Services 
and other community leaders 
in a balloon-popping ceremony 
to promote April as both Sexual 
Assault Awareness and Prevention 
Month and Child Abuse Aware-
ness and Prevention Month. 

“I always recognize folks and 
families for all the very import-
ant work that they do in Waller 
County and in the surrounding 
counties as well,” County Judge 
Trey Duhon said. “� ere are a 
handful of organizations that we 
always work with that provide ser-
vices to the community that we as 
a county are not able to provide.” 

Duhon said organizations 
such as Focusing Families, CASA, 

Katy Christian Ministries, Child 
Protective Services and the Waller 
County Child Welfare Board all 
contribute to the safety of victims 
of violence and help them recover 
from the trauma they endure. 
Duhon — along with the remain-
der of the commissioners court – 
recognized that caseworkers with 
those agencies work to lift people 
out of horri� c situations that lead 
to PTSD and similar mental and 
physical health concerns. 

“It rejuvenates your faith in hu-
manity when you see groups like 
that, that are out there, still doing 
that,” said Precinct 4 Commission-
er Justin Beckendor� , whose pre-
cinct covers the southern portion 
of the county.

Katy Mayor Bill Hastings, 
Waller County Sheri�  Troy 
Guidry, Waller County District 
Attorney Elton Mathis and Royal 
ISD Superintendent Rick Kersh-
ner were on-hand to celebrate the 
contributions of the organizations 
throughout the county that work 
to assist the victims of violence.

After the declarations made in 

the commissioners court cham-
ber, attendees went out on the 
front lawn of the Waller County 
Courthouse for photos and to pop 
balloons – a balloon release had 
originally been scheduled, but 
was changed due to litter con-
cerns — as a symbol of support for 

victims advocacy workers. 
Before the recess for the out-

door portion, Duhon made one 
� nal statement of appreciation for 
the advocates. 

“� ank you for taking that 

� rough ‘bumpy road,’ leadership 
paves way for Tigers’ district title
BY DENNIS SILVA II
SPORTS EDITOR

Katy High’s softball team won its sixth 
consecutive outright district title with a 9-0 
win over Taylor on Saturday, April 10, but it 
did not come smoothly.

Junior catcher Kailey Wycko�  called it a 
“bumpy road.” Senior in� elder Olivia Mc-
Fadden said it was a process, one the team is 
still trying to � gure out.

� e Tigers are a team of veteran upper-
classmen and precocious freshmen. � ey 
are talented, surely, as their 13-2-2 overall 
record and 11-0 district record attest, but it 
is mostly raw skill unproven in big games. It 
has been tedious, diligent work getting that 
talent and inexperience to mold into a disci-
plined club of consistency and urgency.

� e good news is, to achieve that, it 
starts with leadership, and that’s what coach 
Kalum Haack’s team boasts in spades. It is 
leadership, Haack said, that led to another 
district title.

“It means more in that it was tough for 
the kids that didn’t get to � nish their season 
last year (canceled after 12 games because 
of the pandemic), the ones that are still here 
and the ones that left,” said Haack, whose 
program has not lost a district game since 
2014. “What it says is the ones that returned 
have done a really good job with leadership 
and getting the others prepared, as far as this 
is Katy softball and this is how we do things, 
and this is what our expectations are. � e 
understanding that no matter how many 
games we got or didn’t get last year, this is a 
new season, and this is what we’re going to 
do.”

Katy only has six seniors: McFadden, 
Ashley Woodring, Sara Orosco, Nina Sury, 
Morgan Blackstock and Grace Torres. Mc-
Fadden, Woodring and Orosco are regular 
contributors. Otherwise, the Tigers are 
young. Very young.

� ree freshmen are counted upon for sig-
ni� cant production: pitching ace Cameryn 
Harrison, hard-hitting center � elder Ashtyn 
Reichardt, and in� elder Paige Schulze. A 
sophomore, Peyton Watson, plays shortstop.

“Being a new team, a young team, we 

Early voting on bonds 
begins next week
BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Early voting for the spring elections begins April 19 and 
runs through April 27. Locally, not only are the city of Katy 
and Katy ISD have options on the ballot for their govern-
ing boards – they are also both putting forward bonds to 
fund city and district improvements. Katy’s bond package 
includes two propositions worth $6 million while Katy ISD’s 
bond package comes out at $676 million.

District propositions
Katy ISD Superintendent 

Ken Gregorski and CFO 
Christopher Smith have been 
making their way around to 
multiple venues to educate 
voters regarding the district’s 
bond packages. On April 1 they 
attended a meeting with the Rotary Club of Katy and later 
attended an April 8 event to discuss school � nance and 
the bonds at a forum hosted by the Katy Area Chamber of 
Commerce. 

In both presentations, Gregorski and Smith explained 
that the district is seeking approval for the bonds to address 
growth in the northwestern portion of the district and to 
upgrade or repair aging facilities to ensure students at all 
campuses have equal facilities. Bonds, if approved by vot-
ers, will also help the district improve technology across the 
district and build new facilities as needed.

Proposition A for the KISD bond package includes about 
$591.4 million for new schools, purchase of land to build 
those campuses on, renovation and expansion for aging 
campuses, safety and security improvements, new bus-
es and building component replacements such as HVAC 
systems. 

See PATTISON, page A3

SHEA DONALDSON | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES 

Katy High’s softball team won its sixth straight outright 
district championship via 9-0 win over Taylor on Saturday, 
April 10.

R. HANS MILLER 

Waller County o�  cials join members of various public and nonpro� t agencies that serve 
the victims of sexual violence and child abuse throughout the county for a balloon-popping 
ceremony on the front steps of the Waller County Courthouse. 

See TIGERS, page B2See BONDS, page A3

See WALLER, page A3
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Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have 
you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil 
and put your sudoku savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Pituitary hormone (abbr.)
  4. Ceramic jars
  9. Monetary units
14. Alias
15. “Superman” actor
16. Britonic tribe
17. Shorten
18. LA Dodgers manager
20. Hoarded
22. Theatrically portray
23. Noah’s grandson
24. Dependent
28. Peyton’s little brother
29. Cools the house
30. Principle part of
31. Type of wrap
33. Peels
37. Commercial
38. Make an attempt
39. Arrange in steps
41. U. Utah athlete
42. Old English
43. Trade
44. Nostrils
46. Ticket seller __Hub
49. Of I
50. Institute legal proceedings
      against
51. Takes apart
55. Doorway
58. Long int’l river
59. Trailblazing athlete Gibson
60. Former CBS News host

64. Sign language
65. Badgerlike mammal
66. Thin strips of wood
67. Brooklyn hoopster
68. Portents of good or evil
69. Footwear
70. When you think you’ll arrive

CLUES DOWN
  1. Batflower genus
  2. Predatory seabirds
  3. Fish farm
  4. Arrangements
  5. Go in advance of others
  6. Bulgarian monetary unit
  7. “__ Maria”
  8. W. African ethnoreligious
      group
  9. Wild Asian oxen genus
10. Vinegary
11. To this
12. Explosive
13. Female sibling
19. Orlando museum (abbr.)
21. Type of hoop
24. About Holy Father
25. Academic environment
26. Extremely angry
27. Surrenders
31. Swiss mountain pass
32. Sharp mountain ridge
34. Erases
35. Spielberg’s alien

36. Absurd
40. Dorm worker
41. Used to make pesticides
45. The sister of your father or
      mother
47. A way to let know
48. Can’t produce much
      vegetation
52. Small streams

53. Folk singer DiFranco
54. Weights
56. Start over
57. Black Sea resort city
59. Wimbledon champ
60. Corporate executive (abbr.)
61. Unskilled actor who overacts
62. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo!
63. Of or relating to ears

ofof
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BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Katy ISD will be hosting 
a virtual job fair for poten-
tial teachers in preparation 
for the 2021-22 school year. 

Administrators from 
Katy ISD elementary and 
secondary campuses with 
vacancies will be online 
for text and video chat to 
screen applicants for the 
April 17 event. 

“Katy ISD wants to 
continue the tradition of 
conducting our job fairs in 
a personal manner where 
interested candidates can 
interact with principals. 
Due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, we felt that a virtual 
approach was the best way 
to continue this individual 
interaction,” said Katy ISD 
Human Resources Coordi-

nator Katye Shields.  
“Katy ISD is known 

as one of Texas’ premier 
school districts, and we 
continue to grow.”

KISD is planning to open 
Haskett Junior High School 
this fall and is seeking ed-
ucators with current Texas 
teaching certi� cations or 
those who have completed 
all Texas Education Agency 
and State Board for Edu-
cator Certi� cation exams 
required for the position 
they apply for. 

� ose seeking to apply 
will need to register for the 
event prior to attending. 

� e event will take place 
from 9 a.m. to noon on Sat-
urday, April 17. To register 
go to: 

https://app.brazen-
connect.com/a/katyisd/e/
EBP27 

Katy ISD to seeking teachers 
through virtual job fair

R. HANS MILLER 

Sunday afternoon in Katy saw beautiful weather that allowed an opportunity to 
enjoy the outdoors. This shot of Katy ISD’s Legacy Stadium was taken that day from 
the top of the Rice Silos that house MKT Distilleries. The more than $70 million 
facility was opened in 2017 and is home to Mike Johnston Field and is one of the 
most expensive high school football stadiums in the nation. 

R. HANS MILLER 

MKT Distillery held its Third Annual Cajun Festival in support of Katy Christian Ministries, a nonpro� t that provides a wide variety of social services to community members. The
annual event raised more than $2,600 in its third year, said MKT owners Nicholas Jessett and Nici Cowan-Jessett. Cowan-Jessett said they were pleased the event has raised 
increasing amounts each year and that they were especially pleased with this year’s turnout and support after a di�  cult period for the community.

R. HANS MILLER 

Royal ISD held its 63rd Annual Future Farmers of America Livestock Show on Saturday, April 10, 2021. Hundreds of FFA supporters showed up to support students (left) while 
Waller County Precinct 4 Commissioner Justin Beckendor�  (center in right-hand photo) performed duties as the event auctioneer. Many FFA students utilize the funds raised 
from the annual FFA event to help with college expenses.

R. HANS MILLER 

U.S. Representative Troy Nehls poses with constituents during the grand opening 
for his district o�  ce at 1117 FM 359, Ste. 210 in Richmond. Nehls was elected last 
November to serve Texas’ House District 22. Since then, he has been assigned to the 
Veterans’ A� airs Committee, the House Veterans A� airs Subcommittee on Disability 
Assistance and Memorial A� airs and the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee.

70th Anniversary

Our parents, Tom & Joy Bolin, will be celebrating 
their 70th Wedding Anniversary on April 19th, 2021. 
Their courtship began when Joy asked Tom if he would 
like a piece of lemon pie. Tom said “yes”, grabbed her 
hand and has never let go! They married at Exchange 
Avenue Baptist Church in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
on April 19th, 1951.

Tom became one of the ministers at First Baptist 
Church of Katy in 1977, moving here shortly thereafter. 
When he retired the first time in 1999, our parents 
were so humbled when many of people of Katy gave 
of their time, talents and treasures, building the Bolin 
Chapel in their honor on the church grounds. It was 
built with the hands of many volunteers from the 
community and church. Although He retired for the 
third and final time on the last day of December in 
2016, their hearts and lives are still centered around the 
church. What a wonderful Legacy of Love, Faith and 
Prayer is passed to us!

We daughters thank every Katy Community 
member who have shared their love and sweet
friendship with our parents through the years!

BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

After Gov. Greg Abbott’s lifted and with more area 
residents vaccinated and COVID-19 case numbers going 
down, many Katy area residents are starting to get back 
out in public and take advantage of the comfortable spring 
weather. 

� is past weekend, residents in the area were able to get 
out to the Royal ISD Future Farmers of America show and 
auction, pitch in to help MKT Distillery raise funds for Katy 
Christian Ministries and attend the opening for Congress-
man Troy Nehls’ new regional o�  ce in Richmond. Below 
are a few photos of the Katy area’s busy weekend. 

Around the community

FIND US ON
FACEBOOK

facebook.com/@thekatytimes
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Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

O� er valid February 15 - May 2, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 

Jim Baker’s Unified 
Theory Of Everything 

--- With God’s Help  
(JBUTOE-WGH)  A new book about Science
and God.  Revised publish date:  late 2020

BAKER’S BOOKS, Katy, TX
22237 Katy FRWY  (close to Landry’s)

(ad revised: 11/22/2019; previous ads are null and void)

This new book will contain a credible “unified theory of  everything” that can explain the very basics of 
science.  Albert Einstein predicted that someone “off the street” was going to do this someday. After 
53 years (at approx. year 2000), I decided to include God at every step of the process of trying to come 
up with a scientific “Theory of Everything”. Prior to this, it was about the “only thing” I felt I had not 
been successful at inventing or figuring out. --- You see, God had already given me the gift of inventing 
at age 9-10, in His response to my Second Major Prayer. --- By the year 2014, God had allowed me to 
assemble sufficient knowledge that I felt 95%, of what I needed to figure out, had been accomplished.

One thing I had always wished for, especially as I was approaching the age of 40, is for God to speak to 
me. Well, when God did speak to me, I liked my first message from God about as much, I suppose, as 
Abraham liked his message from God, when he was told to sacrifice his son. But God was testing both 
of us! God was also making us stronger.

There are still two major topics in life to be addressed, prior to publishing the new book. One is a 
major release of scientific information of the new theory across the U.S.A.  The second is starting an 
evangelical ministry.

Author of new book is a Chemistry graduate (B.S. 1971/M.S. 1978) of Texas A&M (A&I) in Kingsville, 
TX. He also attended S.A.C. in San Antonio. He has additional hours at SWTSU, Texas Tech U., Boston 
College, Westinghouse PWR. He has worked at Texas Uranium Operations as Chief Chemist, at South 
Texas Nuclear Project as Nuclear Chemist during pre-startup, and retired from City of Houston where 
he was in charge of Technical Services Section of Bureau of Air Quality Control. Owner of BAKER’S 
BOOKS is also the author of God’s Amazing Answer To Prayer, in 2012.

property owners from renting to a sex 
o� ender if their property is within the 
2,500-foot threshold. 

Harris said he had been trying to get 
the new rule set up for some time, but 
there had been legal concerns until the 
beginning of this year. Once clarity had 
been established at the state level, the 
work with Hastings, Diaz, Pertile and 
fellow Councilmember Dusty � iele 
began, and they were able to develop 
and bring forward the ordinance which 
is modeled after a similar city rule in 
place in nearby Sugar Land. Harris 
said Hastings was glad to support the 
measure.

“� at was something that he had 
wanted to do when he was police chief, 
but there was not much to support him 
as police chief because of all the legal 
(clarity) issues,” Harris said. “Well, now 
that that has been resolved, he was 
very happy we were moving forward. 

Editor’s note: For more information 
regarding changes to the city’s permit-
ting process and an update on animal 
control, please visit www.katytimes.
com. 

Stokes was the only member of council 
to vote against the measure. Stokes said 
he felt Pattison Water Supply, as a sepa-
rate entity, was responsible for improve-
ments to the city’s water infrastructure 
and he felt the agreement left the city 
responsible for all matching funds with 
no guaranty the organization would 
assist with overages for projects the city 
might pursue with CDBG funds. 

“I get that they service the people 
that we represent,” Stokes said. “So, 
they’re asking us to help them with 
(what is) their role.” 

If the city were to receive a full 
$350,000 CDBG award, matching funds 
would be 5% of the awarded grant, Gar-
cia said. � at comes out to $17,500. 

� e city is also considering applying 
to the Texas Department of Emergen-
cy Management for the state agency’s 
Hazard Mitigation Assistance Grant 
Program. 

� e program aids small municipali-
ties such as Pattison in addressing dam-
age caused by past events which may 
cause dangers for residents or further 
damage to other property. Improve-
ments to the city’s emergency resources 
are also an option for the program.

Garcia said he knew of at least 
one building that could serve as an 
emergency shelter for the city if it were 

improved. 
Council voted unanimously to allow 

GrantWorks, the city’s grants consultant, 
to move forward in cooperation with 
Garcia in pursuing funding through the 
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program. 

Councilmembers also discussed 
restoring Pattison City Park, located 
near Seventh Street, just northwest of 
Avenue J. 

� e park’s playground equipment 
had been removed due to unsafe 
conditions at some point and council 
discussed the possibility of installing 
donated equipment with volunteer 
assistance, as well as applying for grants 
through the Texas Department of Parks 
and Wildlife to make improvements 
there. 

GOTTA GET AWAY?GOTTA GET AWAY?
CALL TODAY!

Your Personal Travel Concierge
Kristi@Curated-Cruises.com
www.Curated-Travels.com

Kristi Kincaid Travel agent
281.250.6238

CALL TODAY!

Your Personal Travel Concierge

CONTRIBUTED REPORT
Katy Area Economic 

Development Council Presi-
dent/CEO Lance LaCour has 
announced he will be leaving 
his longtime post in the 
spring of 2022.

“I am incredibly thankful 
for the opportunity to lead 
this organization and be 
involved with the Katy area 
community,” said LaCour. “It 
was a very di�  cult deci-
sion to leave this role, and I 
would like to extend a special 
thank you to our Board of 
Governors for their strong 
leadership and vision during 
my time leading the EDC.”

LaCour has led the 
organization for more than 
15 years during which time 
the Katy area population has 
more than doubled in size. 
In his role, LaCour has over-
seen the involvement of the 
Katy Area EDC in a variety 
of growth projects which 
have led to the creation of 

thousands of jobs and posi-
tioned the Katy area as a top 
location for businesses and 
families.

At this time, the process 
to � nd a successor is under-
way in accordance with the 
organization’s succession 
plan. LaCour will continue 
to lead the organization and 
assist the newly appointed 
President/CEO with the 
transition process over the 
next year.

“On behalf of the Board 
of Governors, I thank Lance 
for his service to Katy Area 
EDC,” said Board Chair Rick 
Lawler. “We are sad to see 
him go but look forward to 
working with him over the 
next year in selecting his 
successor and continuing 
the great work for which our 
organization is known.”

� e Katy Area EDC was 
founded in 2003 to promote 
economic growth in the Katy 
area.

LaCour to leave Katy 
EDC in spring 2022

from page A1
PATTISON

on — for answering the 
call,” Duhon said. “I can’t 
express to you how much 
we appreciate that, because 
it does take a lot of hours; 
it takes sweat; it takes, you 
know, a lot of e� ort. And, 
when you look at where the 
Welfare Board was when we 
� rst came on and where it is 
today, I could not be more 
pleased and happy.” 

Other Items
Commissioners Court 

also heard an update on 
delinquent taxes, � nes and 
fees from Otilia Gonzales of 
Purdue, Brandon, Fielder, 
Collins & Mott, LLP, the 
county’s collections con-
sultant. Gonzales said the 
county had a delinquency 
rate of 5.42% in July of 2020 
which the � rm has contin-
ued to work to bring down. 
Overall though, she said the 
county’s situation had been 
improved despite a year of 
COVID-19 protocols getting 
in the way of some collec-
tion e� orts, though that is 
lightening as the pandemic 
continues its slow decline in 
severity.

“We have the tax dockets 
again,” Gonzales said. 
“� ose are occurring by 
Zoom with the new District 
Judge (Carol) Chaney. We’ve 
got another docket in early 
May already set.” 

Gonzales said the � rm 
had been able to decrease 
outstanding debt by about 
$1.6 million since her last 
report in late August of 2020. 

� e biggest results had been 
seen in court � lings getting 
� nalized she said. 

Commissioners asked 
Gonzalez what the challeng-
es were in collecting and 
Gonzales said inconsistency 
from judges in the county on 
� ne and foreclosure cases 
were part of the problem. 
Judges have the authority to 
grant clemency or extension 
on taxes and � nes and often 
have internal sta�  perform 
initial collection e� orts 
rather than turning cases 
over to her team at PBFCM 
for collections promptly. She 
said she did not want to step 
on judges’ Constitutional 
authority, but getting her 
sta�  to address collection 
e� orts earlier in the process 
could lead to a higher 
success rate in collecting on 
taxes, � nes and fees owed to 
the county. 

Court members said they 
would look into how the 
judges are making their de-
cisions and encourage them 
to pass the cases on earlier, 
though they recognized 
each judge’s autonomy. 
However, they noted some 
tools would help in� uence 
judges that might not want 
to pass cases on. 

“If the statistics show by 
(judges collecting on cases 
in-house) our collection rate 
goes down — this is what 
you’re costing the county, 
then that might be some-
thing that I factor into when 
it comes to their budget,” 
Duhon said.
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CITY OF KATY 

A newly adopted City of Katy ordinance prohibits registered sex o� enders from living within 2,500 feet — just 
under half a mile, from places children tend to congregate. Mayor Pro Tem Chris Harris, who sponsored the 
measure — said he hopes this adds another layer of protection to the city’s children. 
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KISD’s Proposition B is a roughly 
$59.8 million bond to replace and up-
grade campus technology. Gregorski 
noted that, after a year of COVID-19 
prompting remote learning and a 
possible fully remote high school cam-
pus on the horizon, technology will 
be vital for student success moving 
forward. 

“We wouldn’t do our retro� ts 
on schedule (without the bond),” 
Gregorski said. “About every � ve to six 
years, go into every school, take all the 
technology out and put new technol-
ogy in. How long does your iPhone 
last? Mine, I burn out. Every couple 
of years, I’m looking for another one 
– not by choice but because I tend to 
(hit their life expectancy.)” 

Proposition C is a roughly $13.8 
million bond package that would 
pay for a natatorium – competition 
swimming pool – at High School No. 
10 which is expected to be built in the 
next few years to relieve overcrowding 
that would occur at other campuses 
if the new campus isn’t built. Gre-
gorski said the item is separate on the 
ballot due to new state regulations 
that require large sports facilities to 
be separate measures on the ballot. 
However, Gregorski said he feels it is 
important to put a natatorium at the 
school to ensure all of the district’s 
campuses o� er the same opportuni-
ties for students. 

Proposition D is the smallest of 
the district’s bond measures at about 
$11.3 million for repairs and remodel-
ing at campuses and athletic facilities 
across the district that are aging. 

Neither bond package is expected 
to pass.

Katy bonds
In contrast, the city of Katy’s bond 

package is simpler and comes in at 
a much lower overall price tag of $6 
million broken into two bonds.

� e city’s Proposition A is a $1.8 
million public safety bond that would 
reimburse the city for at least $200,000 
for the cost of repairs to the city’s Fire 
Station One. It would also have addi-
tional funding for emergency-related 
items such as a facility that would allow 
the city to better maintain � re� ghting 
apparatus. 

Proposition B for the city comes in 
at $4.2 million and is set to assist the 
city in developing its parks and overall 
walkability. 

According to Katy City Planner 
Anas Garfaoui, Proposition B — if 
approved by voters — will allow the city 
to plan, design and construct a parks 
administration building, upgrade parks 
throughout the city, develop trails and 
paths that could improve walkability 
citywide, and supplement construc-
tion of all of those projects that are not 
included in the parks administration 
facility. 
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CITY OF KATY 

Both Katy ISD and the city of Katy have bond propositions on the May 1 ballot. Katy’s bond proposal includes 
$4.2 million to, among other things, create walking paths and sidewalks connecting all of the city’s current 
and upcoming parks so that residents have a more walkable city. Improving walkability has been a discussion 
by city o�  cials since at least 2017.



The Texas Legislature’s bud-
get writers have left more 
than $38 billion in federal 

COVID-19 relief out of the bud-
gets they’re writing, as they try to 
sort through the details and the 
politics attached to that money.

Some of the $38.6 billion com-
ing to Texas under the latest and 
biggest relief package, according 
to the state comptroller’s office, 
is intended for the state itself. But 
more than $10 billion is ear-
marked for cities and counties. 
Another $12.4 billion is designat-
ed for the state’s public schools 
(along with $6.8 billion from 
earlier COVID-19 relief ). Health 
and human services programs in 
Texas should get $4.4 billion, and 
rental assistance programs are in 
line for $1.5 billion.

The Texas Senate approved its 
version of the next state budget 
on Tuesday — a $250.7 billion 
spending plan for the two years 
starting Sept. 1. That’s a prelim-
inary step; the House hasn’t fin-
ished its version yet, and the two 
will have to be reconciled later in 
the session.

That’s the budget lawmakers 
expected to write during their 
current session. This latest feder-
al relief money, along with mon-
ey from earlier relief packages 
that’s not yet spent, is essentially 
a large — and separate — one-
time supplement to the state’s 
quarter-trillion-dollar budget.

It’s one-time money. And 
there are legitimate fears of a 
“budget cliff” ahead if lawmak-
ers aren’t careful — the effect of 
having this money for a couple 
of years and then suddenly not 
having it any more.

That fear dates to 2011. In 
2009, a huge infusion of federal 
relief money rescued the state’s 
budget from the 2008 global fi-
nancial crisis. But the money ran 
out in a couple of years — before 
the state’s economy recovered. 
The 2011 legislative session 
was marked by deep cuts in the 
budget, including a $5.4 billion 

reduction in public education 
spending.

It took years to catch up.
At the same time, lawmakers 

are under pressure to make some 
decisions quickly. Some of that 
education money, for example, is 
to pay for “learning loss” pro-
grams designed to get elementary 
and secondary school students to 
the education levels they would 
have reached without a year of 
COVID-19 interruptions.

School districts and education 
associations are lobbying the 
Legislature to release that money 
now, letting local officials decide 
the best ways to spend it. They’ve 
run into counter arguments: 
that the state should develop a 
program and allocate the money 
itself, or that the state needs to 
know more about any attached 
conditions before it gets the 
federal aid.

“It’s not that we don’t want 
to see those dollars going to the 
schools,” Senate Finance Chair 
Jane Nelson, R-Flower Mound, 
said during Tuesday’s budget 
debate. She said the Texas Edu-
cation Agency has asked federal 
officials for a waiver that would 
give the state more leeway as it 
spends the money.

The amounts are huge — big 
numbers, with lots of commas in 
them. Raise Your Hand Texas, an 
education advocacy group, and 
its founder, Charles Butt, chair-
man of the San Antonio-based 
HEB grocery chain, contend 
delays could make the problems 
worse. The Texas State Teachers 
Association wants the money 
sent straight to districts. Other 
groups are also weighing in.

They’re also worried that leg-
islators — as they’ve done in past 
budgets — will use the federal 
money in place of state money 
already in the budget, lowering 
the state’s obligation without in-
creasing what is spent on schools.

“We urge you to send all the 
federal dollars intended for our 
schools directly to the school 
districts as quickly as possible,” 
Butt wrote in letters to state lead-
ers and lawmakers. “These funds 
are badly needed by our Texas 
students to address the learning 
loss suffered as a result of the 
pandemic.”

That plea is specifically direct-
ed at $17.9 billion in public edu-
cation funds from the second and 
third federal stimulus bundles 
— money some educators want 
right away, as they plan summer 
and fall programs to catch kids 
up. By Raise Your Hand’s figuring, 
Houston ISD would be in line for 
$1.1 billion, Dallas ISD would be 
up for $866.2 million and Fort 
Worth ISD would get $409.6 mil-
lion — if the state were to simply 
give the whole amount to the 
districts and let them build their 
own programs.

That education funding is not 
in the latest version of the next 
state budget, nor is the rest of the 
money from those last two fed-
eral stimulus packages. But there 
are weeks to go in the session, 
and billions of dollars at stake.

They’re not going to just leave 
it sitting there.

Disclosure: Raise Your Hand 
Texas, H-E-B, Charles Butt and the 

Texas State Teachers Association 
have been financial supporters 

of The Texas Tribune, a nonprofit, 
nonpartisan news organization 

that is funded in part by donations 
from members, foundations and 

corporate sponsors. Financial 
supporters play no role in the 

Tribune’s journalism. 
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A Texas state budget — minus $38.6 
billion in federal stimulus money

CONSTITUTION CORNER
U.S. Constitution

19th Amendment
The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex.
Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

24th Amendment
Section 1

The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any primary or other 
election for President or Vice President, for electors for President or Vice 
President, or for Senator or Representative in Congress, shall not be denied 
or abridged by the United States or any State by reason of failure to pay 
poll tax or other tax.

26th Amendment
Section 1

The right of citizens of the United States, who are eighteen years of age or 
older, to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by 
any State on account of age.

CORRECTION
April 8, 2021, Volume 109, Issue 14: Brookshire City 

Council Q&A
In last week’s edition of the Katy Times, we indicated that 

Monique Taylor had not responded to our Q&A for Brookshire 
City Council. Taylor had responded to the questionnaire, but 
her response was not initially included due to an email issue. 
Her responses are posted below. 

Why are you running for 
Brookshire City Council and 
what should voters know about 
you as a person? 

Taylor: I am the daughter to 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles (Joyce) 
Taylor and the youngest of three 
girls. I am the mother of 5-year-
old Charleston. This Brookshire 
native is a proud Royal Falcon 
Alumni representing the class of 
1999. I am a long-time faithful 
member at Mt. Zion Missionary 
Baptist Church under the lead-
ership of Pastor Willie Johnson. 
And why now you asked: I want to give back to the city that gave 
me so much growing up. The values I learned from my family, 
teachers, and neighbors were a positive force on me. Further-
more, it’s time for tenures to end and real change to begin. It’s 
time to do more than talk about change we’ve got to be the 
change. It’s time to stop voting because of familiarity and start 
voting based on actions. I am ready to serve!

Brookshire is quickly growing and is becoming an indus-
trial center for Waller County. What should the city do to 
partner with the county to ensure economic opportunities 
are maximized for Brookshire residents?

Taylor: In order to make sure economic opportunities are 
maximized for local residents, we as City Council members 
should formulate a sit down with Waller County officials. This 
sit down should introduce the idea of establishing a local agree-
ment between the two in order to ensure future collaborations.

What do you feel is the biggest challenge facing the city 
of Brookshire and how do you think the city should address 
that challenge?

Taylor: The biggest challenge facing the city of Brookshire is 
our hindering growth, regarding revenue and lack of laws that 
will push for improvement. My idea to address these challenges 
involves me working the entire city council to create an eco-
nomic board involving the citizens. This board will showcase 
collaborated ideas pushing new business opportunities, the 
development of a local recreation center for our children, and 
more city hosted community events. These events will allow 
more people from different areas to contribute to our local 
economy. We must support our own local businesses which 
means more money for the city of Brookshire, resulting in lower 
city taxes.

Animal control has been a topic of discussion during many 
Brookshire City Council meetings over the last year. What do 
you feel Brookshire should do regarding its current lack of 
an Animal Control Department?

Taylor: To address the city of Brookshire’s lack of animal con-
trol, there’s only one real resolution; which is the development 
of an Animal Control Department.

Many city streets are in need of improvement with main-
tenance concerns due to aging. What do you feel the city 
should do to improve its roadways?

Taylor: We must look at different ways to get ahead of aging 
infrastructure. Our current budget includes revenue set aside 
for street repairs already in poor condition. I would like to take 
a triage approach as well and give city staff the flexibility to 
make fast and lasting repairs to potholes as they spring up. That 
way, we prevent our streets currently in good condition from 
deteriorating over time and we will come out ahead.

Monique Taylor   
Candidate for Brookshire 
City Council, Position 1 

taylormonique8610@gmail.com
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339
PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH
JOURNEY CHURCH

541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 281-391-3326
SUNDAY SERVICE AT 10:30 AM

WWW.JOURNEYCHURCHKATY.COM
JEREMIAH HILL, LEAD PASTOR

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR
BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH

FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970
MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  
MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689
LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100

COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR
GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  

OF HOUSTON
2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR
KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785
PASTOR RYAN RUSH

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN
PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP

5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282
REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR
RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH

26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG
JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408
DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH

10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494
281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO
WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099
ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM
RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707
FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 
FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

CHRISTIAN
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

(Disciples of Christ)
22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER

21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449
FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST

2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897
BOB PULLIAM

WESTPARK CHURCH OF CHRIST
MEETING AT FULSHEAR COMMUNITY CENTER 

281-712-1492  WWW.WESTPARKCOC.ORG

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL

1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785
REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464
PAUL GOEKE, LEAD PASTOR

LIVING WORD EVANGELICAL-LUTHERAN
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS
VICTORY OF THE LAMB– 

WISCONSIN SYNOD
20351 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST - KATY

5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121
 DR. RICHARD L. WHITE, SENIOR PASTOR

GRACE FELLOWSHIP  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)
281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR

HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200

FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR
ST. PETER’S  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031

DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934
BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON
281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH ON THE ROCK

433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

BELIEVERS’ WORLD OUTREACH CHURCH
1600 WOODS ROAD • 888-334-BWOC(2962)
TOMMY AND RACHEL BURCHFIELD, PASTOR

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR
FAITH MANGER CHURCH

20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550
DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR
FAITH WEST CHURCH

2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE
GARY KERR, PASTOR

THE FELLOWSHIP
22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950

WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR

FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH
 1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD. • 281-646-1084

DON GRIFFIN, PASTOR

HOSANNA!
17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182

JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

KAINOS COMMUNITY CHURCH
19946 SAUMS ROAD • 281-599-1473

JOE AND YOLAND HERRON-PALMORE, PASTORS

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855

MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099

TIM BARKER, PASTOR

KINDRED SPIRIT CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
22025 I-10 W., RAMADA LIMITED HOTEL, RM. 306

281-855-3402 • REV. L. R. FURR, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
2610 GREENBUSCH • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR

CHRISTS MERCY
3506 PORTER RD.  • 281-391-2273

WADE CASHION, PASTOR

NEW HORIZONS  
WORD OF FAITH CHURCH

906 AVENUE A (CHAPEL) • 281-391-6770

EDDIE L. STALLWORTH-CHERRY, JR., PASTOR 

NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH
5423 E FIFITH STREET • 281-829-8985

LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

RESURRECTION CITY CHURCH OF KATY
DR. BLANCHARD D. LAYTON, SR., SENIOR PASTOR

MINISTER CRISELDA VALVERDE, ASSISTANT TO THE PASTOR
CHURCH SERVICES: 11:30 - 1:00

5819 10TH STREET
CHURCH #: 281-291-8596

PASTOR'S CELL 832-332-4687
MINISTER’S CELL: 832-335-2552

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD.

KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

PENTECOSTAL
TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

DR. PHILLIP AND JILL CELEMENTS, PASTORS

HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH
2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010

MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN

1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080

REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR

281-646-7500

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520

REV. BRIAN LONG

CHRIST CHURCH PCA
10818 GASTON ROAD 

281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE• 281-398-1301

PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST
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BAKER’S BOOKS
Usually Open: Wed-Fri:   2-6 PM

Sat: 10-1PM

@22237 Katy Frwy., TX 
(ad revised: 01/03/20)

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

281-492-6064
21715 Kingsland Blvd. Ste. 105

Katy Tx, 77450
katyteeth.com

M-Th 7am-7pm
Fri. 7am-3pm

Sat. 8am-2pm

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

Your Ad Here!
Call Debbie for more information

281-391-3141

23855 CINCO RANCH BLVD.
SUITE 240  KATY, TX 77494

TEL. 281.579.7400

Irrigation, Sales & Service

License # 9157

 P.O. Box 758    281-931-1833 
 Katy, Texas 77492                                 Fax: 281-391-1845

www.landscapebycountrycare.com • countrycare@consolidated.net

P.O. Box 758 • Katy, TX  77492

www.landscapebycountrycare.com • countrycare@consolidated.net

281-391-1833
Fax: 281-391-1845

Albert W. Thompson
Owner

IN YOUR FAMILY’S 
TIME OF NEED...

3923 Fifth Street
Brookshire, TX 77423

281- CLAY-WAY 
(281.252.9929)

ClaysMortuary.com

TRIBUTE

ALLEN TAYLOR POWELL
1985-2021

Allen Taylor Pow-
ell of Hempstead, 
Texas died on April 
1, 2021 in Houston, 
Texas.

Born in Corpus 
Christi, Texas on 
June 7, 1985, Allen 
grew up in Katy, Tex-
as graduating from 
Katy High School 
before joining the 
U.S. Army in 2007.

He was an ac-
complished musi-
cian who loved to 
share his writings 
and passion for music with others. Over the 
course of his life Allen communicated through his 
music, writing everything from classical concertos 
on piano, to recording an entire album, of folk-
rock songs, where he played every instrument.

Allen was a veteran of the U.S. Army, where he 
served as a Radiological Technician. He conduct-
ed basic training at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri 
and attended advanced individual training at Ft. 
Sam Houston in San Antonio. Allen’s first and 
only duty station at Ft. Steward, Georgia provided 
him the opportunity to enhance his skills as an 
X-Ray Tech.

He is survived by his parents Patrick and 
Donna Forristal of Hempstead, Texas, his older 
brother Cody Powell, (wife Anne, sons Kyle and 
Jackson, and daughter Samantha), his younger, 
brother Luke Forristal (wife Lauren) and nu-
merous aunts, uncles and cousins who love him 
dearly.

Allen was preceded in death by his father Hub-
bard Lee Powell of Bryan, Texas.

Family will receive friends from 10:30 AM 
– 11:30 AM, on Saturday, April 17, 2021 at the 
Schmidt Funeral Home Chapel.

A Celebration of Life will be held at the 
Schmidt Funeral Home Chapel, on Saturday, April 
17, 2021 at 11:30 AM, with Deacon Mike Yenik, 
officiating.

In lieu of flowers please make donations to 
Camp Hope www.ptsdusa.org or give to a local 
alcohol and drug treatment facility.

Arrangements through Schmidt Funeral Home, 
12029 Hwy 36 South, Bellville, Texas 77418 (979) 
865-2424.

By DEBBIE M. CARTER
TEXAS HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES COMMISSION

Adults age 65 and older 
make up over 15 percent 
of the U.S. population, 
according to the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau. As many as 
50 percent of them report 
experiencing chronic pain, 
and almost 30 percent of 
these adults take prescrip-
tion pain medication, 
often opioids, to man-
age their pain. Of the 30 
percent, 19 percent of men 
and 23 percent of women 
report taking at least five 
prescription drugs.

It is common to keep 
medications in easy-to-
reach locations, like the 
kitchen counter, medicine 
cabinet or bedside table. 
While convenient, this can 
result in easy access for 
others in the home, such 
as children, grandchildren 
or caregivers.

Opioid misuse can lead 
to the misuse of other sub-
stances. It has been shown 
that a high number of her-
oin users started misusing 
drugs by using opioid pain 
killers prescribed to family 
members.

Here are six ways to 
safeguard your medica-
tions and your loved ones:

• Lock up all medica-
tion, prescribed and over 
the counter, or move them 
to a place where they 
won’t be easily found. 
Consider purchasing a 
medication lockbox to 
keep your medications 
secure or use a cabinet 
or drawer in your house 
that locks. Store medica-
tion lockboxes or other 
storage containers in a 
cool, dry place – not in 
the bathroom – in a closet 

or drawer with a key or 
combination stored in a 
safe place.

• Ask your pharmacist if 
special packaging is avail-
able for your pain medi-
cine to help you track and 
keep an accurate count of 
your medications.

• Check around your 
home for old, expired 
medication. Purses, coat 
pockets, kitchen cup-
boards, bureau draw-
ers and hall closets are 
common places to find old 
medication.

• Sort through and 
dispose of old, expired 
or unused medication. 
Never flush it or throw it 
away. Ask your pharmacy 
or police department for 
safe disposal options or 
find the nearest public 
disposal location on the 
U.S. Department of Justice 
website at deadiversion.
usdoj.gov. In the green box 
at the top of the page, click 
on “Search for Year Round 
Pharmaceutical Disposal 
Locations.”

• When traveling or 
staying in someone else’s 
home, ask your host to 
help you find a safe place 
where you can store your 
prescriptions. Suitcases 
and purses are not safe 
places to keep powerful 
prescriptions.

• Keep the Poison 
Control number (800-222-
1222) handy in case of 
emergencies.

For more information 
about medication manage-
ment and other resources 
for older Texans, contact 
your Area Agency on Aging 
by calling 800-252-9240 
or visiting apps.hhs.texas.
gov/contact/aaa.cfm.

Safer medication storage tips for older adults

COURTESY FREESTOCK.ORG

About half of those aged 65 or older are on prescription medications, including 
opioids which can be addictive and can sometimes be abused not only by the 
patient, but buy family members or friends as well. Safe storage and monitoring 
of medication can reduce the chances for abuse of these prescriptions

Katy Optiks
Enhancing vision with style
701 S. Fry Rd. Ste. 125

Katy, TX 77450
281.492.1209

www.katyoptiks.com
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Making the
Private Office

More Effective and Affordable
At APEX Executive Suites you are free to define exactly 

the office space you need, when and how you need it.

KATY – SUGAR LAND – CONROE

281.505.1106  |  25807 Westheimer Parkway, Katy TX 77494

Cornyn, Johnson jointly file legislation 
to weatherize Texas electrical grid
By ABBY LIVINGSTON 
THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

In a rare but upbeat moment of 
bipartisanship, Republican U.S. Sen. 
John Cornyn and Democratic U.S. 
Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson of Dallas 
rolled out a new bill Thursday they say 
will better prepare the state for future 
extreme weather.

The two Texans' bill would autho-
rize the federal government to offer 
grants to states in support of weather-
izing the electrical grids. The legisla-
tion comes in the wake of February's 
deadly winter storm and the accompa-
nying sweeping power outages across 
the state.

Both the Texas Senate and House 
have written bills that attempt to pre-
vent another massive power failure in 
extreme temperatures.

"We know that the Texas Legislature 
is looking at this and is going to come 
up with some answers, but we felt like 
this is the way the federal government 
could step up and provide grants 
available to all the states on a targeted 
basis in order to get this infrastructure 
weatherized," Cornyn told reporters at 
a joint news conference in Dallas.

"This isn't going to be the only 
effort," Cornyn added. "This'll be in 
complementary to what the states and 
other local jurisdictions will be doing."

Johnson further fleshed out the 
bill, saying that some of the onus will 
remain at the state level.

"The state will have some responsi-
bility to match the grants," she said.

Many Texans in Congress introduce 
bills that will never see the light of day 
on the House floor. But while Cornyn 
and Johnson are from opposite cham-
bers and parties, each has unique 
standing in their corners of the Capitol.

Cornyn is a member of Senate lead-
ership and an ally of Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell. And based 
on Johnson's chairmanship of the 
House Science, Space and Technolo-
gy Committee and her seniority, she 
is arguably the most powerful Texas 
Democrat in Congress. She is also the 
dean of the Texas delegation.

Cornyn pointed to support from 
U.S. Sen. Alex Padilla, a California 
Democrat, and U.S. Rep. Kevin Brady, 
a Republican from the Woodlands as 
an indicator of the geographic and 
ideological diversity who make up the 
will behind their legislative push.

Both Texans conceded that any 
improvements will cost serious mon-
ey, and Johnson said she hoped state 
officials will "receive the help we are 
trying to give."

When asked for a specific timeline 
for passage, Johnson was non-com-
mittal.

"We cannot promise you when it 
will go into effect," she said. "We're 
facing a lot of challenges coming up 
and we will be in the midst of those 
challenges."

At the Texas Capitol, executives at 

billionaire Warren Buffett’s Berkshire 
Hathaway Energy are lobbying state 
lawmakers for a deal to build $8 billion 
worth of power plants for emergency 
use. In return, lawmakers would agree 
to create a revenue stream for Buffett's 
Berkshire Hathaway through an addi-
tional charge on Texans’ power bills.

COVID-19 situation updates, attorney general 
to seek 3rd term and immigration concerns

By GARY BORDERS 
TEXAS PRESS ASSOCIATION

Abbott: No government mandated
vaccine passports

Gov. Greg Abbott issued an executive 
order last week banning state agencies, 
cities or counties from creating a “vaccine 
passport” requirement.

In addition, organizations that receive 
public funds are prohibited from requiring 
consumers to prove they have received the 
COVID-19 vaccine. That includes busi-
nesses that receive money from the state 
in return for providing goods and services.

However, nursing homes and other 
long-term care facilities can still require 
that their residents are vaccinated under 
his order.

“Every day, Texans are returning to nor-
mal life as more people get the safe and 
effective COVID-19 vaccine. But, as I've 
said all along, these vaccines are always 
voluntary and never forced,” Abbott said.

Vaccines continue rise across state

As of Sunday, just more than 9 million 
Texans have received at least one dose of 
a  COVID-19 vaccine, and 5.46 million are 
fully vaccinated, according to the Texas 
Department of State Health Services. 
DSHS urges those who have not been 
vaccinated to go to the state’s Texas Public 
Health Vaccine Scheduler, which can be 
found at getthevaccine.dshs.texas.gov.

Meanwhile, the state’s weekly shipment 
of COVID-19 vaccines dropped this week 
after a manufacturing error in a Baltimore 
plant ruined a 15-million batch of the sin-
gle-dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine.

Last week, the state received 2.5 million 
doses from the three manufacturers, an 
amount that dropped to 1.9 million this 
week, as J&J plays catchup. The company 
has pledged to deliver 100 million doses 

nationwide by the end of May, according 
to an NPR report. J&J reduced its Texas 
allocation this week by about 350,000.

COVID-19 cases rise, but deaths drop

The number of new COVID-19 cases 
in Texas rose to 24,333 last week, up more 
than 2,500 from the previous week, ac-
cording to the Johns Hopkins Coronavirus 
Resource Center.

The number of deaths decreased to 512, 
down nearly 20 percent from the previous 
week.

At its peak in January, the state re-
corded more than four-fold the number 
of deaths with 2,311 recorded in a single 
week. At this point, nearly 50,000 Texans 
have died from COVID-19.

The number of lab-confirmed 
COVID-19 patients hospitalized stayed 
steady at 2,804, according to DSHS.

Contempt order against
salon owner tossed

The Texas State Supreme Court on 
Friday threw out a contempt order against 
a Dallas salon owner who refused to close 
last year when all non-essential businesses 
were ordered.

Shelley Luther tore up a cease-and-
desist order from Dallas County and was 
fined $7,000 and sentenced to a week in 
jail. The high court ruled unanimously 
that the restraining order was too vague, 
and that the contempt of court decree 
issued by a district judge should be voided 
as well.

Luther’s defiance sparked national 
coverage, prompting Abbott to reverse 
part of his order that called for jail time for 
business owners who did not shut down 
last year after the pandemic outbreak.

Luther ran as a Republican for state 
Senate last year, losing in a December run-
off to Drew Springer, R-Muenster.

Paxton drawing high-profile opponents

Two candidates with famous surnames 
are planning to run against Texas Attorney 
General Ken Paxton in 2022, according to 
several media outlets.

Paxton, under indictment since 2015 
on securities fraud charges, is also battling 
a whistleblower lawsuit filed by former 
employees accusing him of bribery and 
improper dealings with an Austin investor. 
He denies wrongdoing in both cases.

Democrat Joe Jaworski, a former Gal-
veston mayor and a grandson of Watergate 
prosecutor Leon Jaworski, announced his 
plans to run last summer. And last week, 
George P. Bush, state land commissioner 
and grandson of President George H.W. 
Bush, told a talk-radio host that he is con-
sidering challenging Paxton next year in 
the Republican primary.

Paxton has indicated he will run for a 
third term.

Abbott demands shutdown of
San Antonio minor facility

The governor’s latest salvo against the 
federally run unaccompanied minor facil-
ities included a letter to Vice President Ka-
mala Harris, who has been tapped to head 
the effort dealing with a large influx of 
unaccompanied minors seeking entrance 
into the United States.

Abbott’s letter demanded the Biden 
administration shut down a facility in San 
Antonio under investigation by the state 
for allegations of child abuse and neglect.

“The Biden administration opened the 
borders and failed to plan for the influx 
of unaccompanied children crossing the 
border, and now we are faced with our 
worst fears—allegations of child abuse and 
neglect,” Abbott said.

As of Monday, there had been no direct 
response from Harris.

Six Texas-sized issues Katy area residents should know about

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

Tex. Gov. Greg Abbott visits a vaccination site earlier this year. Getting control of the COVID-19 pandemic has been a focus 
across all levels of government since the vaccines got emergency use approval. Cases rose by more than 2,500 last week; 
however, deaths saw a decline of more than 20%. As of Monday, the state has vaccinated about 5.46 million of its estimated 
29.8 million residents.

Winter storm and 
COVID-19 funeral 
assistance available
By R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Those seeking assistance with freeze damages from 
Winter Storm Uri which caused severe cold temperatures 
the week of Valentine's Day must submit their applica-
tions by April 20. The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency advises area residents to contact their renters or 
homeowners insurance providers then file their claim 
with FEMA. 

To apply for assistance or obtain aid regarding an as-
sistance-related appeal or denial, visit www.disasteras-
sistance.gov, call 832-927-4955 or email HRC@csd.hctx.
net. Applicants may also call 800-621-3362. 

Prior to submitting their applications, those request-
ing help should ensure they have the following informa-
tion close at hand, according to FEMA: 

• Insurance information, including level of coverage.
• Damage information.
• Financial information such as total household in-

come before taxes.
• Contact information for all related parties.
• Direct deposit information, including bank name, 

type of account, routing number and account number.
Assistance is also available for those who lost a 

loved one due to COVID-19 and need help with funeral 
expenses. To apply for this aid, the requestor must call 
844-864-6333. Funeral assistance is available through 
the Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental 
Appropriations Act of 2021 and the American Rescue 
Plan Act of 2021. Funeral expense aid is available for any 
costs related to a COVID-19 death that occurred on or 
after Jan. 20, 2020. 

FILE PHOTO BY LORI SOUTHWORTH MORGAN 

Many Texans faced damage to their homes 
after freezing temperatures from Winter Storm 
Uri in February combined with electrical grid 
complications caused pipes to burst, including 
Katy-area local, Lori Southworth Morgan who 
provided this photo to the Katy Times. John 
Cornyn (R – Texas) and Eddie Bernice Johnson 
(D – Texas) have filed a joint bill to help winterize 
Texas’ power grid.



BY DENNIS SILVA II
SPORTS EDITOR

Before he hangs up his Taylor track 
and � eld apparel for good, Bryce Fos-
ter has high hopes for how he wants 
to � nish out his awe-inspiring high 
school career in the throwing ring.

Foster wants the state record in the 
discus, which is 215-feet, 2-inches. He 
is only four-feet, eight-inches o�  the 
mark. In the shot put, Foster wants the 
school record of 68-feet, 8-inches set 
by Otito Ogbonnia. In practice, he has 
a personal record of 69-feet, 7-inches.

For now, however, the Olympic 
hopeful and Texas A&M signee in 
football and track and � eld will have 
to settle for national and state marks. 
Foster breezed his way to district 
championships in the discus and shot 
put at the District 19-6A track and 
� eld meet at Paetow High on Tues-
day, April 6. Foster’s mark of 210-feet, 
10-inches in the discus is No. 1 in the 
nation and No. 3 all-time in Texas. His 
throw of 65-feet, 3-inches in the shot 
put ranks No. 2 in the nation.

Foster, who quali� ed for state in 
both events his sophomore year and 
would have last year as well if the pan-
demic had not canceled the 2020 high 
school track and � eld postseason, is 
throwing as well as he has. Ever.

Why? How? Well, for one, he is 
more relaxed. No longer is recruiting 
occupying Foster’s mind. He is throw-
ing with a clearer conscience.

“I’ve always had that little stress 
of the recruiting and colleges, and 
having that o�  my shoulders … I felt 
a big weight come o�  my shoulders 
whenever I did commit (in Decem-
ber),” Foster said. “I had my two best 
ever high school football games the 
two weeks after I committed, and that 
just shows how much of a burden it 
can be, even if it doesn’t look like it 

may be.”
Another key is Foster is now 

more of a technician of throwing. 
He doesn’t rely only on strength and 
power like he did his freshman and 
sophomore years. He is more a stu-
dent of his craft.

“I think the biggest di� erence for 
me these last few years has been how 
more technically sound I’m trying to 
be,” Foster said. “My freshman and 
sophomore year, it was about how 

BY DENNIS SILVA II
SPORTS EDITOR

Not long after the most heartbreaking 
defeat of his high school career, Tompkins 
senior goalkeeper Paulo Valente walked up to 
a group of kids looking over to him from the 
front end of the Legacy Stadium stands and 
put on his best smile.

His eyes stained red from tears, Valente 
asked if they wanted a picture, which a parent 
happily obliged. � e kids cheered Valente all 
throughout the season, and he would often 
acknowledge them during stoppages of play 
with a thumbs-up or a nod and smile.

� ose cheers from the kids wearing the 
same lime green on their shirts as Valente 
sported on his did not stop, even after Tomp-
kins’ loss to Jersey Village on six rounds of 

penalty kicks in their Class 6A Region III � nal 
on Friday, April 9. � e Falcons, who played 
one short with 10 men in overtime because 
of a red card, fell, 5-4, on PKs after the teams 
tied 1-1 through regulation and a scoreless 20 
minutes of extra time.

� e � nal result did not come without dra-
ma. Jersey Village’s second and fourth shoot-
ers on PKs were given redo’s after Valente was 
said to have crossed the goal line on the initial 
stop of each shooter.

� e Jersey Village shooters each made 
their second shots, and after Tompkins’ 
Robert Graham missed his PK three rounds 
later, with the score 4-4, Jersey Village’s Jose 
Bejarano made his.

“� e � rst (violation), I noticed I was kind 
of o�  the line,” said Valente, who otherwise 
played spectacularly with clutch save after 

clutch save in the second half and overtime. 
“It was because I saw the striker, he was about 
to shoot, and the moment he did, he stopped. 
As a human, you react. I train for that, and 
I reacted. � e second one, I felt one of my 
feet was o�  the line, but the other one was in 
because I felt I didn’t move at all.”

Rules state the goalkeeper must stand on 
the goal line until the ball is kicked. Lateral 
movement is permitted, but he cannot go 
forward until the shooter kicks.

Refs ruled Valente came o�  the line on 
both of his saves. � e second time, he was giv-
en a yellow card and had to be subbed for one 
round of PKs before being allowed back in.

“� ey said he was crossing the line or 
something,” Tompkins coach Tom Jones said. 

MAVS' HICKS' STAR 
CONTINUES TO 

RISE
By DENNIS SILVA II
SPORTS EDITOR

Morton Ranch sophomore 
defensive end DJ Hicks Jr, who 
has had an outstanding o� -
season and seen his stock rise 
considerably in recruiting circles, 
committed on April 10 to play in 
the 2023 Under Armour All-Amer-
ica Game. He is the � rst Morton 
Ranch football player to earn the 
accomplishment. The 6-foot-4, 
250-pound Hicks was recently 
recognized as a � ve-star prospect 
by 247Sports.com. Hicks had 
76 tackles, seven sacks and � ve 
forced fumbles for the Mavs in 
2020 and holds 26 scholarship 
o� ers. … Taylor senior guard Jake 
Arnold and Mayde Creek senior 
guard Jermon Washington were 
selected to play in the Houston 
Area Basketball Coaches Associ-
ation all-star game next month. 
The game will be played May 4 at 
Cy-Falls High School. …Memorial 
Hermann Katy Hospital is o� ering 
low cost, early heart screenings 
for Katy ISD middle school and 
high school student-athletes. The 
heart screen includes an electro-
cardiogram and echocardiogram. 
All quali� ed Katy ISD middle 
school and high school athletes 
are eligible. The screenings are 
May 26 from 1-4 p.m. and August 
9 from 1-4 p.m. They will take 
place at the Memorial Hermann 
Katy-West Tower at 23900 Katy 
Freeway. For more information 
or to schedule an appointment, 
call 713-222-CARE (2273). … 
Morton Ranch’s Vanessa Noftsier 
� nished � fth out of the top 40 at 
the state bowling tournament 
last weekend. … The Tompkins 
and Paetow football programs 
were acknowledged for their 
sportsmanship and nominated 
for the Touchdown Club Sports-
manship Award at the Houston 
Touchdown Club’s Sportsmanship 
Banquet on April 8. Each program 
was honored with a certi� cate.  
… In this week’s Texas High 
School Baseball Coaches Associa-
tion state rankings, Katy is ranked 
No. 4 and Tompkins is ranked No. 
10 in Class 6A. In this week’s Texas 
Girls Coaches Association state 
softball rankings, Katy is ranked 
No. 25.

(The weekly sports notebook 
highlights notes and news that 

occurred in the Katy area within 
the last week. To submit a news 
item, email dennis.silva@katy-

times.com or message on Twitter 
@densilva02). 
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“Giving Away” 43 High Efficiency 
Furnaces for ONLY $1579

with purchase of
Off-Season Central Air Conditioner!

$3961 Value. While supplies last.
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SHEA DONALDSON | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES 

Tompkins senior goalkeeper Paulo Valente makes a stop on the ball during Tompkins’ Class 6A Region III � nal against Jersey Village on Friday, April 9, at Legacy Stadium.

COURTESY PHOTO 

Taylor senior thrower Bryce Foster made a 
dominant impression at the District 19-6A track 
and � eld meet last week. Foster’s mark of 210-feet, 
10-inches in the discus is No. 1 in the nation 
and No. 3 all-time in Texas. His throw of 65-feet, 
3-inches in the shot put ranks No. 2 in the nation.

ONE TO REMEMBER
COURTESY 247SPORTS 

Morton Ranch sophomore defensive end DJ 
Hicks Jr. committed on April 10 to play in the 
2023 Under Armour All-America Game.

Tompkins boys fall short in PKs in Region III
 � nal, but legacy won’t be forgotten

BY DENNIS SILVA II
SPORTS EDITOR

Morton Ranch senior 
wrestler Brittany Cotter says 
she’s the healthiest she’s been 
in her four years as a Maver-
ick. � at matters and doesn’t 
matter all the same.

It matters in that Cotter, 
already a three-time state 
quali� er and four-time placer 
at Nationals, feels she has 
yet to hit her peak. It doesn’t 
matter so much in that she has 
still managed to thrive, and 
oftentimes dominate, despite 
extreme adverse circumstances.

Overcoming all odds, Mavs’ 
Cotter wins 4th district title

Taylor’s Foster sets national, 
state marks at 19-6A meet

See 19-6A TRACK, page B5

BY DENNIS SILVA II
SPORTS EDITOR

Seven Lakes senior Lauren Nguyen found solace in golf 
ever since she started playing 11 years ago.

“I fell in love with the competition,” Nguyen said. “� e 
sport means a lot to me. It’s somewhere I can go to empty 
my mind and it makes me so happy to be out there. I’ve 
really found a place of happiness.”

� e game has rewarded her.
Nguyen, who will be playing at Texas A&M University 

next fall, won the District 19-6A individual championship 
on April 1, scoring a two-day total of 147 and winning by 
two strokes. She was a key reason why the Spartans won 
the team district title.

Nguyen � nished in the top three at the district tourna-
ment before but came up short contending against 

HIGH SCHOOL GOLF

Seven Lakes district champ 
Nguyen at home on course

See 9-6A WRESTLING, page B3

See SPARTANS, page B6

BRITTANY COTTER



Road Show Is Coming To Katy, TX!

N a c h Y o . c o m

APRIL 30, 2021
The ARK by Norris • 5:30 - 8:30 pm

21402 Merchants Way, Katy, TX 77449

APRIL 30, 2021
The ARK by Norris • 5:30 - 8:30 pm

fine craft tequilas ,  great culinary treats
and gourmet nachos for all

had to work on gelling, work on 
chemistry,” McFadden said. “In 
practices, in games. � rough-
out last year and throughout 
this year, it’s been a process. 
But now we’re getting a lot 
better. From here, I think we 
have a good shot at doing what 
we know we can do.”

� e underclassmen are 
quickly � nding their way. 
� ey performed well against 
Taylor. Harrison struck out 14 
Mustangs and walked none in 
a two-hit, seven-inning gem. 
Reichardt had two RBI singles. 
Schulze produced two doubles 
out of the No. 8 spot. Watson, 
the No. 9 hitter, drilled a two-
run home run.

But the primary key be-
hind Katy’s success this year 
has been the stewardship of 
McFadden and Wycko� . � ey 
were starters on the 2019 state 
title team. Not only do they 
lead by example, but they are 
vocal in doing so. � e two 
NCAA Division I signees have 
the credentials to back it up.

Teammates are starting to 
follow their lead and assert 
themselves, too. Orosco is a 
quiet leader. Woodring is the 
“humorous” leader, Haack said, 
keeping things light and poking 
fun with teammates, able to 
take as much as she gives. Har-
rison is emerging as a natural 
leader, a spirited voice known 
to lead postgame team talks.

“We try and encourage all 
of them,” Haack said. “� ey’re 
all equal, so they all have a say. 
If there’s something they see 
that’s not right or something 
on their mind, speak up. Every 
player has an equal part in this 
thing.”

McFadden said she could 
tell the freshmen were nervous 
at the beginning of the season. 
She can sympathize, because 
she was too when she � rst 
stepped onto the Tigers’ � eld. 

Katy is a program with tradi-
tion and high expectations, 
all warranted with two state 
championships in the last � ve 
postseasons. A long, black 
banner � ag draped across the 
out� eld wall serves as a glaring 
reminder.

“We don’t change anything 
we do,” said Haack, who coach-
es his Katy players the exact 
same way he coached when he 
spent 18 years at the college 
level at Sam Houston State, Ne-
braska, Kansas and Alabama.

“We’ve done the same thing 
forever. But when you have a 
bunch of new kids, you’re do-
ing a lot more repetitive things, 
so they know why and how 
you do things. When you have 
a veteran team, you do less 
repetition and probably spend 
more time on hitting or other 

aspects," Haack added. 
"A lot of things we do, most 

of these girls have never done 
before on their club teams. 
It’s another level of thinking," 
Haack said. "But they’re getting 
it down, and when we do get all 
on the same page, that’s when 
we’ll make our run.”

Haack said this point of the 
year, with the district season 
winding down and the playo� s 
just weeks away, is especially 
crucial from a leadership per-
spective. It is on the veterans 
and older players to get the 
young players to understand 
time is limited. If this is truly a 
state title contender, the Tigers 
have to ramp up intensity and 
urgency. Now.

� e veterans understand 
that. � ere is championship 
pedigree on the roster with four 

players remaining from the ’19 
champions (McFadden, Wy-
cko� , junior in� elder Erynne 
Castillo, junior in� elder Emily 
Parks). 

More importantly, it is 
known that it’s not just about 
saying what needs to be done, 
it’s about actually going out 
and doing it.

Talk is cheap with the 
Tigers.

“It’s about being prepared 
mentally,” Wycko�  said. “We 
understand that we can talk 
about the things we need to 
� x, but if we don’t actually go 
out there and do it, there’s no 
point to saying it. We know the 
games we’re seeing now will be 
completely di� erent once the 
playo� s hit, and it starts with 
our mindset.”

from page A1
TIGERS
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Katy High softball coach Kalum Haack, sitting in the middle, talks to his team Saturday, April 10, after its 9-0 win over Taylor that 
secured the program’s sixth straight outright district championship.

“I don’t know. He (the o�  cial) didn’t give 
me an explanation for a lot of things. I hate 
to blame the ref, and not to take anything 
away from Jersey Village, but the ref de� -
nitely impacted the game. Calling a goal 
back on a foul, giving a PK … he de� nitely 
impacted the game.”

Valente—a classy young man who de-
� nes sportsmanship, congratulating each 
opposing player after games and telling the 
Jersey Village goalkeeper “Good luck” prior 
to the penalty kicks—was devastated.

“� at’s soccer. It happens,” Valente said. 
“Sometimes you have to be lucky. � e last 
few rounds, we’ve been lucky, and tonight 
just wasn’t our day. I work for it; I train for 
it. But sometimes the ball just doesn’t go 
your way.”

Up until that point, it was a well-played 
game between two intense clubs. � e 
game featured a plethora of yellow and red 
cards for the physicality and emotion that 
surfaced throughout.

Junior mid� elder Rafa Gonzales got 
Tompkins on the board � rst with a boom-
ing free kick from 43 yards out on the left 
side of the � eld in the 28th minute. It was 
almost identical to his 40-yard free kick 
goal in the regional semi� nal against Hum-
ble three days earlier that went viral on 
social media.

“It was the same position,” Gonzales 
said. “I thought, ‘Hey, let’s do it again.’ I 
just put it on the penalty spot, and whatev-
er happens will happen. Everyone misses it 
and the ‘keeper doesn’t know what to do.”

Tompkins scored another goal mo-
ments later, but it was waved o�  because 
of a foul. Still, the game appeared to be 

Tompkins’, as it controlled 
possession and tempo and 
looked the stronger, better club 
in the � rst half. Valente was 
hardly threatened in the � rst 40 
minutes.

� e score stood 1-0 until 
Jersey Village, which did a bet-
ter job generating chances and 
testing Valente after halftime, 
struck on the rebound o�  a 
missed penalty kick late in the 
second half. Valente made a 
terri� c save on the initial shot, 
but it bounced directly to senior 
Felipe Martinez, who knocked 
it in from the near right side 
against a � at-footed Tompkins 
defense for the equalizer in the 
74th minute.

� e score remained 1-1 
through two 10-minute over-
time periods and into penalty 
kicks. Gonzales, junior Ian 
Aumagher, sophomore Jose 
Ramos and senior Jose Ojeda 
made PKs for Tompkins. But 
the Falcons missed twice, and 
Jersey Village missed once, 
o�  cially, after it was awarded a 
mulligan on two misses.

“It hurts,” Jones said. “� e 
thing that hurts the most is we 
had it under control and then 
things happened out of our 
control. � e ref warns their kid 
in a yellow (card), and then 
when my kid does something, 

he goes straight red (card). It was very un-
balanced. He wasn’t consistent in his calls 
and that a� ected the game.”

� ough clearly upset and frustrated, 
Jones was quick to emphasize to his team 
afterward how proud he was. Tompkins 
made history. � ree times before, the 
Falcons fell in the regional semi� nals. � e 
� fth round had been elusive.

� is year, they crushed that barrier 
in a season where all kinds of odds were 
stacked against them.

� e Falcons had a handful of players 
miss signi� cant time early in the season 
due to COVID-19, with Jones giving play-
ing time to junior varsity players because 
of the lack of depth. � en, because of 
its fourth place standing in a rough and 
rugged District 19-6A, Tompkins had to 
survive undefeated Ridge Point, Cy-Fair, 
District 19-6A champ and Region III No. 
1-ranked Seven Lakes, and an upstart 
Humble team before coming so close 
against District 17-6A champ Jersey Vil-
lage.

As if all of that wasn’t daunting enough, 
Tompkins � nished with 10 men available 
to play in three of � ve playo�  rounds. 
Twice, it still prevailed to win.

“� is team will be remembered for a 
long time,” Gonzales said. “It’s the farthest 
we’ve gone. It’s just really good to leave a 
legacy behind with all these amazing peo-
ple, especially those seniors. I love them.”

“I’ll remember how we became a fam-
ily,” Valente added. “Whenever we started 
the season, everybody was an individual. 
Everybody was playing sel� sh. Once the 

playo� s started, though, we became com-
pact, started playing together. We started 
playing a beautiful game.”

Tompkins only graduates 11 seniors, 
albeit beloved contributors who helped set 
the foundation for a third straight region-
al tournament appearance. Many of the 
Falcons’ key performers—like Gonzales, 
Aumagher, sophomore strikers Luis Lugo 
and Jose Ramos, and sophomore defend-
er Diego Castellano, among others—will 
return.

 “� ese younger guys got a lot of experi-
ence, and now they realize what they can 
do when they play,” Jones said. “If I was 
a betting man, I’d put money on us to be 
back here next year.”

from page B1
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SHEA DONALDSON | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES 

Tompkins junior Rafa Gonzales looks down� eld during Tompkins’ Class 6A Region III � nal against Jersey Village on Friday, 
April 9, at Legacy Stadium.

FINAL KATY ISD SOCCER 
PLAYOFF RESULTS

THURSDAY, MARCH 25
CLASS 5A BOYS SOCCER BI-DISTRICT PLAYOFFS

Paetow 3, New Caney 2
CLASS 6A GIRLS SOCCER BI-DISTRICT PLAYOFFS

Ridge Point 3, Cinco Ranch 0

FRIDAY, MARCH 26
CLASS 6A BOYS SOCCER BI-DISTRICT PLAYOFFS

Seven Lakes 5, George Ranch 2
Tompkins 2, Ridge Point 1 (OT)
Cinco Ranch 1, Fort Bend Austin 0
Dulles 1, Taylor 0

CLASS 6A GIRLS SOCCER BI-DISTRICT PLAYOFFS
Seven Lakes 7, Elkins 0
Tompkins 1, George Ranch 0
Katy 3 (14), Clements 3 (13)

MONDAY, MARCH 29
CLASS 6A GIRLS SOCCER AREA PLAYOFFS

Memorial 8, Katy 0

TUESDAY, MARCH 30
CLASS 6A GIRLS SOCCER AREA PLAYOFFS

Seven Lakes 4, Cy-Creek 0
Stratford 2, Tompkins 0

CLASS 6A BOYS SOCCER AREA PLAYOFFS
Tompkins 4, Cy-Fair 2
Seven Lakes 2, Cy Ridge 0
Cinco Ranch 3, Lamar 1

CLASS 5A BOYS SOCCER AREA PLAYOFFS
P� ugerville Weiss 1, Paetow 0

THURSDAY, APRIL 1
CLASS 6A BOYS SOCCER REGIONAL QUARTERFINAL 

PLAYOFFS
Jersey Village 5, Cinco Ranch 1

FRIDAY, APRIL 2
CLASS 6A GIRLS SOCCER REGIONAL QUARTERFINAL 
PLAYOFFS
Cy-Fair 1, Seven Lakes 0

CLASS 6A BOYS SOCCER REGIONAL QUARTERFINAL 
PLAYOFFS

Tompkins 1, Seven Lakes 0

TUESDAY, APRIL 6
CLASS 6A BOYS SOCCER REGIONAL SEMIFINAL 

PLAYOFFS
Tompkins 3, Humble 1 (OT)

FRIDAY, APRIL 9
CLASS 6A BOYS SOCCER REGIONAL FINAL PLAYOFFS

Jersey Village 5 (1), Tompkins 4 (1), PKs

SOFTBALL STANDINGS
THROUGH APRIL 15

DISTRICT 19-6A

                                       DISTRICT    OVERALL
       W  L     W  L    T
xy-Katy     11  0     13  2    2
x-Tompkins    8  3     10  3    0
x-Cinco Ranch    7  4     10  7    0
Mayde Creek 4  7     6  8    0
Seven Lakes    7  7     8  11    0
Taylor 4  8     5  13    0
Morton Ranch   1  10     6  10    0
y-clinched district title
x-clinched playo�  berth

DISTRICT 19-5A

      DISTRICT     OVERALL
       W  L     W  L    T
Paetow     6  5     8  7    0
y-clinched district title
x-clinched playo�  berth

BASEBALL STANDINGS
THROUGH APRIL 15

DISTRICT 19-6A

                                       DISTRICT    OVERALL
       W  L     W  L     T
x-Katy      9  0     21  3    0
Tompkins    7  2     22  4    1
Cinco Ranch    6  3     15  10    2
Seven Lakes    5 4     14  12    2
Taylor     4  6     13  12    1
Morton Ranch   1  9     1  24    1
Mayde Creek    1  9     5  16    0
y-clinched district title
x-clinched playo�  berth

DISTRICT 19-5A

      DISTRICT     OVERALL
       W  L     W  L     T
Paetow     3  7     11  15    0
y-clinched district title
x-clinched playo�  berth

“Sometimes you 
have to be lucky. 

The last few rounds, 
we've been lucky, and 

tonight just wasn't 
our day.”

— TOMPKINS SENIOR GOALKEEPER 
PAULO VALENTE



SECURE ~ SAFE ~ CLEAN
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED.

WHERE WE TREAT YOU LIKE FAMILY.
1555 W. Grand Pkwy N., Katy, TX 77493 ~ 281.395.3449

www.selfstorageinkaty.com  • sunnysselfstorage@gmail.com

1 MONTH FREE
Must be paid in Advance – with Coupon.  

New move-ins only.  One coupon per 
customer/party.  Not valid with any
other offer.  Subject to availability.
Restrictions apply.  Call for details.

2 MONTHS FREE
Must be paid in Advance – with Coupon.  

New move-ins only.  One coupon per 
customer/party.  Not valid with any
other offer.  Subject to availability.
Restrictions apply.  Call for details.

GRAND PARKWAY
SELF STORAGE

Brazos Valley Schools Credit Union Presents:
2021 KATY ISD Teacher of the Year Event

Please join us to celebrate and commemorate 
the 2021 Katy ISD teachers of the year!

Register to attend at:
http://bit.ly/bvscutoy21

Please note this link is case sensitive.

Date:              April 29, 2021
Time:             11AM - 12PM
Location:      Zoom Webinar

For more information about the event please contact:
Lisa McGarity 

Email: lmcgarity@bvscu.org
Phone: 281-644-3650

Chick-fil-A Mason Road, Cinco Ranch & Katy Green

Gulf Coast Educators Federal Credit Union

Katy Times

Nelda Wilson Brooks, M Ed., LPC

Shell Federal Credit Union

United Clothing Donation Services

University of Houston

VLK Architects, Inc.

Thank you to our sponsors...

NOW THERE ARE
TWO STATIONS TO HEAR
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Cotter won her fourth 
district championship at the 
9-6A wrestling tournament 
Saturday, April 10, to become 
the � rst Mavs wrestler to do 
so. Cotter improved to 16-1 
this season by taking down 
Tompkins’ Kristen Bryant in 
the 110-pound � nal.

“It means a lot to come 
into a program that was 

already established as an 
amazing program, especial-
ly with a state title to their 
name,” Cotter said. “It was 
real motivational for me to 
come in and see there was 
still room to accomplish 
something, even a part of 
something great. It was big 
for me when I noticed I had 
a possibility of being the � rst 
(four-time district champi-
on). I worked hard and took 
the opportunity.”

� e road to a fourth 
straight district title was 
physically, emotionally and 
mentally taxing.

During her freshman year, 
Cotter broke her collarbone. 
In the middle of recovery, 
Hurricane Harvey hit the 
area and her family’s house 
� ooded. Over the next eight 
months, they stayed with 
family and various friends. 
Cotter still won district and 
advanced all the way to the 
state � nal.

As a sophomore, Cotter 
su� ered a concussion at the 
beginning of the wrestling 
season and did not return to 
action until the district tour-
nament. She still won district 
and, again, advanced to the 
state � nal.

“It’s all about believing in 
yourself, I think,” Cotter said.

Last season was, by far, 
the toughest.

Cotter hit her “ulti-
mate low” dealing with the 
Epstein-Barr virus, rhabdo-
myolysis and insomnia. She 
was only getting two hours 
of sleep every night and her 
cholesterol was severely 
elevated. Because she was 
also cutting weight for her 
sport, her health was com-
promised.

And while Cotter won 
district and still quali� ed 
for state—failing to place 
because of health issues 
involving cramping of the 
hands and legs—she had 
an epiphany. She decided 
once and for all to stop being 
angry about not winning 
state her freshman and soph-
omore years. She decided 
to be more grateful, appre-
ciative.

“I wanted to win state 
� nals so bad. I always felt 
I wanted it more than my 
opponent,” Cotter said. “But 
when I lost in my fresh-
man year, I was devastated. 
Sophomore year, I was just so 
angry. I was in the state � nals 
and got hit in the head again 
after just coming back from a 
concussion. My junior year, I 
was still angry over my soph-
omore year. I was so close.

“But right before season, 
I decided no matter what 
happens, I would accept it. 
I wouldn’t be mad or sad or 
cry about it. I’m just going 
to go out and do what I love. 
I’ve come to realize that 
it’s amazing to go out as a 
freshman and sophomore 
and be in the state � nals. In 
my mind, I have such high 

standards and I hated losing 
and was so angry, but looking 
back, it’s something I should 
be proud and thankful about. 
Being thankful rather than 
being angry or sad, that’s 
been the biggest thing.”

Cotter fell in love with 
wrestling when she hap-
pened to take in a dual meet 
in the sixth grade. Wrestling 
did not make sense to her 
at � rst, but she was enam-
ored with the idea that girls 
participating in wrestling was 
normal. She also like that, 
while it was a team-oriented 
sport, it allowed for individ-
ualism.

“I think what sets me 
apart is the love I have for 
this sport,” Cotter said. “I 
don’t look at it as something 
I do for fun. I look at it as a 
lifestyle. It’s something I’ve 
wanted since I � rst saw wres-
tling for the � rst time.”

Cotter knew then and 
there, in the sixth grade, that 
she was going to wrestle. And 
not only was she going to 
wrestle, she was going to be 
good at it.

She hasn’t failed. Cotter’s 
talent and success have 
earned her an opportunity 
to wrestle at William Penn 
University next fall. She has 
twice been named a National 
All-American.

And there is no telling 
what the rest of this wrestling 
postseason will bring.

“I’m probably the health-
iest I’ve been,” Cotter said. 
“I feel relaxed. I don’t feel 
stressed. I feel comfortable 
with myself.”

Tompkins won the 

District 9-6A girls team title 
with 145 points, followed by 
Seven Lakes (127) and Katy 
High (86). It was the Falcons’ 
girls second straight team 
district title. On the boys’ 
side, Katy won the team dis-
trict title for the sixth straight 
season, squeaking by Seven 
Lakes by a half-point.

Panthers sweep District 11-5A wrestling titles
BY DENNIS SILVA II
SPORTS EDITOR

Paetow’s boys and girls teams swept the 
District 11-5A wrestling championships at the 
Merrell Center on Wednesday, April 7. And 
though the programs are just four years old, 
the impressive results came as no surprise to 
coach Eric Scholle.

“We kind of knew,” Scholle said. “It was 
the expectation to win both of those tour-
naments this year. � at was the goal. It’s a 
process. A lot of the kids who are seniors have 
been with us this entire time and been awe-
some leaders and have had success. � ey’ve 
led the way, and we’ve got some young kids 
who came up and did well for us as well.”

� e Paetow boys dominated with 218 
points, followed by Huntsville (135), Rich-
mond Foster (105), Waller (77) and New Wa-
verly (67). � e Paetow girls’ title came down 
to the last few matches, but they prevailed 
with 110 points, followed by Foster (104), 
Huntsville (84) and New Waverly (81).

“It was awesome,” Scholle said. “� ey 
really did their best of the year on the most 
important day of the year so far.”

� e top three placers in each weight 
category advanced to the regional meet this 
weekend in Anna. Generally, the top four 
placers advance, but COVID-19 restrictions 
enforced otherwise. In any other year, the 
Panthers would have advanced every wrestler 
to regionals.

Paetow had seven boys win a district title: 
senior Preston Ferguson (113-pound class), 
sophomore Austen Hirsekorn (132), senior 
Nathan Stahl (138), senior John Abney (145), 
senior Josiah Bernhardt (152), junior Yader 
Muller (160) and senior Jeremiah Marquez 
(195).

Abney, the school valedictorian, was 

named the Most Outstanding Wrestler in the 
lightweight division. Muller was named Most 
Outstanding Wrestler in the heavyweight 
division. Abney improved to 16-3 this season.

“Abney is the best all-around kid I’ve 
ever coached,” Scholle said. “He’s incredi-
bly hard-working. He has built himself and 
just gets the job done. For him to get Most 
Outstanding Wrestler was just a really cool 
culmination of his four years.”

� e Panthers’ other regional quali� ers on 
the boys side were junior Jarrett Cox (third 
place, 120-pound class), junior Andre Feagins 
(second, 170), junior Bryan Del Cid (second, 
182) and junior Isaiah Villanueva (second, 
285).

Senior Cameron Jiminez was the lone 

Panthers girls district champion. She won by 
fall over Richmond Foster’s Mia Sands in the 
110-pound class and improved to 13-2 this 
season.

“Cameron is one of the toughest girls I’ve 
ever coached,” Scholle said. “She absolutely 
hates losing. As much as she’s been a big part 
of the program, she hasn’t had the same level 
of success as some of her teammates and that 
motivates her. For her to win was awesome 
for her.”

Paetow girls regional quali� ers includ-
ed senior Brittney Galindo (second, 102), 
freshman Isabella Fresneda (third, 119), 
senior Natasha Monroe (second, 128), senior 
Mackenzie Lloyd (second, 148), freshman 
Melany Perez (second, 185) and junior Emely 

Flores (third, 215).
Galindo, Monroe, Lloyd and Abney have 

been with the program all four years. Scholle 
remembers when his wrestling period that 
� rst year consisted of just � ve kids.

“It’s been so fun and rewarding to watch 
them get better, grow, have a lot of success 
and build,” Scholle said.

� e next year, the program added Mar-
quez, Bernhardt and Jiminez as move-ins, 
“huge cornerstones that have made the team 
what it is,” Scholle said.

“Working with these kids and working at 
Paetow has been such an awesome expe-
rience,” Scholle said. “� ere’s nothing like 
being a part of a program from its inception. 
You get to design the mats and the uniforms 
and set the standards and rules. It’s extremely 
rewarding to have a footprint on everything.”

Scholle, a Chicago native, came to Paetow 
after a year at Cypress Creek High. Before 
that, he started the program at Reedy High 
School in Frisco. He always remembered the 
thrill of building something from scratch, so 
when the Paetow job opened, he jumped at 
the opportunity.

Since then, Scholle has established a dis-
ciplined program predicated upon work ethic 
and fun, along with assistant Jamie Bridges, 
who was named the district’s girls assistant 
coach of the year. For Scholle, the district’s 
boys coach of the year, winning is a byproduct 
of doing things right.

More than any district championship, 
he appreciates his student-athletes who are 
responsible leaders and admirable represen-
tatives of the school.

“We work very hard, but we have a lot of 
fun,” Scholle said. “� e goal is to get kids who 
love wrestling and want to be around it and 
want to work hard, and after a couple of years, 
they can be pretty good.”

DISTRICT 11-5A WRESTLING

JOHN ABNEY | PAETOW ATHLETICS 

Paetow senior John Abney, front, competes at the District 11-5A wrestling tournament on Wednesday, April 7, at the Merrell 
Center.

KATY ATHLETICS 

The Katy High boys won their sixth 
consecutive team district title on 

Friday, April 9, by winning the 9-6A 
wrestling tournament at the Merrell 

Center by a half-point.

from page B1
9-6A WRESTLING
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2,000 SQ FT, 4 
bedroom, 3 bath, 
fireplace, kitchen 
island, granite 
downstairs bar 
located in quiet 
neighborhood in 
Crystal Beach, 
Tx by School. For 
more information, 
call 936-488-1314.
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PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
	 All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference, limita-
tion or discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status or national origin, or an inten-
tion or discrimination.” Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.
	 This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone 
number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-927-
9275.

IMMEDIATELY 
HIRING playset/
swingset Install-
ers.  Work week-
ends and/or week-
days. Go to www.
playsetservices.
com/careers for 
Info.

LOOKING FOR 
AN experienced 
florist designer, 
needs to know 
how to make fu-
neral work, cor-
sages, and an-
swer phone.  Will 
work holidays 
and have flexible 
hours.  Please call 
Kay Tee Florist 
281-392-2101.

PART TIME ex-
perienced delivery 
driver with clean 
driving record.  
Please call Kay 
Tee Florist 281-
392-2101.

April 8
Puzzle Answers
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PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF PATTISON

TEXAS COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 

PROGRAM
The City of Pattison is giving notice of the City’s intent to 
submit a Texas Community Development Block Grant
Program grant application for a Community Develop-
ment Fund grant request of $350,000 for water system
improvements in the City of Pattison.  The application 
is available for review at Pattison City Hall during regular
business hours.  Para obtener una copia en espanol,
comuniquese con la secretaria de la ciudad al 281-934-3715.

NOTICE
The Charter Review Commission Of The City Of Katy,
Texas, Completed The 2020-2021 Regular Review Of The
City Of Katy Home Rule Charter and Submitted a Final
Report Recommending Thirty-Eight Amendments to the
Charter. To Obtain a Copy of the Final Report or For
More Information Regarding these Amendments,
Please Visit www.cityofkaty.com/elections; email
citysecretary@cityofkaty.com; Call 281-391-4815; or Send
To The City Secretary At P. O. Box 617, Katy, Texas 77492.

 By Order Of Mayor & Council
 & Charter Review Commission
 City Of Katy, Texas
 February 12, 2021

HIRING NURSES
FOR HOME HEALTH

RN/LVN licensure required.

Send resume to
humanresources@coastalstaff.com

or contact Erica Butler at
979-299-3006.

TexSCAN Week of 
April 11, 2021

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

COLLECTORS
Coin Collector/Investor will pay cash for any coin, 
coins, coin collections, baseball card collections or 
memorabilia. No collection is too large or too small.  I 
will appraise for free and/or purchase with cash. Call 
me at 281-972-8702.

EVENTS
Seguin – 50th Texas Ladies State Chili Championship, 
Sat., April 17, 10 a.m.-9 p.m., Max Starcke Park East. 
Chili, craft and food vendors, music, silent auction, 
raffles, family fun! Judging begins at 12:30 p.m. Sign 
up to be a judge at tlscco.com/chili-judges-needed. 
VisitSeguin.com, 830-401-5000.

Lamesa – Chicken Fried Steak Festival April 22-25. 
Fireworks, FlippinOut Trampolines show, 5k run, 
parade, team roping, Chicken Fried Steak cookoff, 
live bands block party style street dancing, car show,  
Chicken Fried steak dinner (Tickets: 806-872-2181), 
home run derby, kickball tournament, volleyball 
tournament, pageant, dance performers, young music 
performers, story time, craft vendors, food vendors, 
quarter board/carnival games, pictures with Perkins 
our Mascot. For more info: www.ci.lamesa.tx.us, 
806-872-4322 or 806-309-9448.

New Braunfels Area Car Club Swap Meet & 
Sunday Car Show, April 30-May 2, Comal County 
Fairgrounds, 801 E. Common St., New Braunfels. 
www.newbraunfelsareacarclub.com. Face Masks 
Required!

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
SUFFER DAMAGE because of Texas power outage? 
You may be entitled to significant compensation. 800-
444-9112. Pulaski Kherkher, PLLC, Principal Office: 
2925 Richmond Ave. #1725, Houston, TX 77098.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for power 
outages. FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Schedule your FREE in-home assessment 
today. Call 1-855-704-8579. Special financing for 
qualified customers.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. NOT just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for 350 procedures. Call 1-855-901-0467 
for details. www.dental50plus.com/txpress.   6118-0219 

WANTED
Antique Porcelain Signs Wanted – Gas and 
Automobile-related. Also, authentic Indian arrowheads. 
Top dollar paid. Call 979-218-3351.

Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes – 
Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper Pulls. 
In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty or Clean! 
I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we can apply for 
one. ANR Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
273 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Chicken Fried Steak Festival
April 22-25,  Lamesa, TX

For more info go to http://www.ci.lamesa.tx.us/
 Call 806-872-4322 ext. 332

                                 l More than 100 booths
            l Fireworks display
                                       l 5K Run l  Live Music
                                  l  Children's Story Time
                               l Flippinout Trampolines
                           l  Petting Zoo l Car Show
               l Kickball Tourney l Homerun Derby
l  Chicken Fried Steak Cookoff and Dinner
l Carnival Games l Worship Service l Parade
l Mister and Miss Chicken Fry Pageant
l Volleyball Tourney l Pet Costume Contest

New Braunfels Area Car Club

SWAP MEET 
& Sunday Car Show

April 30 - May 2, 2021
Comal County Fairgrounds

801 E. Common Street • New Braunfels
www.newbraunfelsareacarclub.com 

Face Masks Required!

DID YOU SUFFER DAMAGE 
BECAUSE OF TEXAS POWER OUTAGE? 

Those who have suffered an injury, lost a loved one, 
sustained home or business damage or property loss 

may be entitled to significant compensation.

Pulaski Kherkher, PLLC, Principal Office: 
2925 Richmond Ave #1725, Houston, TX 77098

Call us toll-free at: 800-444-9112

See how good it feels to rehome the 
stuff you’re not using, and generate 
some extra cash in the process!

Place Your Ad Today!

www.katytimes.com

Call 281-391-3141
or email debbie.prejean@katytimes.com

FIND US ON
FACEBOOK

facebook.com/@thekatytimes



THIS SPACE JUST 
$20.00 per week!

For more information, contact Debbie Prejean
281-391-3141

debbie.prejean@katytimes.com

YOUR AD HERE

POOL SERVICE VIDEOGRAPHY

DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE
CPA

LORETTA L. HIGGINS, PHD, CPA
832.710.2780

EFILE SERVICES, PAST TAX RETURN FILING,
TAX REFUND ADVANCE LOANS FOR SELECT CLIENTS

AFFORDABLE TAX PREPARATION SERVICES
MOBILE SERVICES FOR SENIOR CITIZENS

HANGING ON TO VHS and 8MM?
SAVE YOUR MEMORIES VIA
DIGITAL TRANSFER!

Sharable too from a jump drive

BELLA
Videography

Bellavideography.com
hdbellavideo@yahoo.com

713-560-6776

4062 NE I-10 Frontage Rd., Sealy, TX 77474

(979) 987-7900

TEGELERTEGELER

4062 NE I-10 Frontage Rd., Sealy, TX 77474

(979) 987-7900

TEGELER

4062 NE I-10 Frontage Rd., Sealy, TX 77474
shop online at tegelerchevrolet.com

Andres Robles

See Andres for all your
automotive needs!

Hablo español

AUTOMOBILES

SPORTS
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COURTESY KATY ISD ATHLETICS 

Tompkins won the District 19-6A track and � eld boys team title with 194 points, 71 points more than the next-closest team 
� nisher.

COURTESY SEVEN LAKES ATHLETICS 

Seven Lakes won the District 19-6A track and � eld girls team title with 198 points.

strong I was and how much I 
could bench and squat. But 
I didn’t realize how much of 
a technical aspect it could 
be and how much it could 
improve a throw.”

For instance, Foster is 
fully � nishing his spin on 
throws.

“I was always landing 
� at-footed in the middle. 
I wouldn’t keep my spin 
going,” he said. “� e spin is 
all about momentum, but 
when I would spin to the 
middle of the ring, I would 
step so hard that my spin 
would practically stop. I was 
losing momentum. So, I’ve 
been practicing keeping the 
spin going and not stopping 
and not slowing down.”

It allows for better ac-
celeration throughout the 
throw.

Foster is also working 
on “getting everything into 
the implement.” When he 
throws, the discus and shot 
put go toward the right sec-
tor in direction, but his body 
is going left.

“It’s a whole bunch of 
yardage I can add on to 
my throw if I can just get 
everything going in the right 
direction,” Foster said. “It’s 
crazy how one mess up of 
a movement can throw o�  
everything.”

Perhaps the most import-
ant factor of his success, he 

said, has been his con� -
dence, which is sky high 
because he is more consis-
tent as a thrower.

“A really big (mark) is 
coming soon for both of 
them,” said 
Foster, who 
has a practice 
personal 
record of 217 
feet in the 
discus and 
the aforemen-
tioned 69-7 in 
the shot put.

Foster was 
one of eight 
individuals 
who won 
multiple 
district cham-
pionships 
at the 19-6A 
meet, joining 
Tompkins’ 
David Foster 
(100-meter dash, 200-me-
ter dash), Taylor’s Hollis 
Robinson (triple jump, 
high jump), Katy High’s 
Jada Campos (100-meter 
dash, 200-meter dash), 
Seven Lakes’ Paige Boucher 
(300-meter hurdles, triple 
jump), and Cinco Ranch’s 
Amelia Flynt (shot put, 
discus).

Cinco Ranch senior So-
phie Atkinson and Tompkins 
freshman Jayden Keys were 
the only individuals to claim 

a district title in three events. 
Atkinson won gold in the 
800-meter run, 1600-meter 
run and 3200-meter run. 
Keys won the 110-meter 

hurdles, 300-meter hurdles 
and the long jump.

Tompkins won the boys 
team title with 194 points, 
dominating the � eld by 
winning nine of 17 events. 
Seven Lakes won the girls 
team title with 198 points. 
Cinco Ranch came in sec-
ond place in both the boys 
and girls divisions.

� e top four � nishers 
in each event quali� ed for 
the area meet April 14-15 at 
Paetow High.
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19-6A TRACK

BOYS
Team
1. Tompkins, 194
2. Cinco Ranch, 123
3.  Seven Lakes, 104
4. Morton Ranch, 73
5. Taylor, 63.5
6. Mayde Creek, 32
7. Katy High, 30.5
100M Dash: 1. David Foster, Tompkins, 

10.46; 2. Marquis Shoulders, Tompkins, 
10.68; 3. Blake Harris, Tompkins, 10.82; 4. 
Julius Loughridge, Mayde Creek, 10.91.

200M Dash: 1. David Foster, Tompkins, 
22.56; 2. TayShawn Wilson, Mayde Creek, 
22.74; 3. Jackson Kimble, Cinco Ranch, 
22.76; 4. Josh McMillan, Tompkins, 22.99.

400M Dash: 1. Mark Ngei, Tompkins, 
48.72; 2. Alex Lopez, Seven Lakes, 50.94; 3. 
Joshua Johnson, Morton Ranch, 51.14; 4. 
Charles Umehai, Cinco Ranch, 51.16.

800M Run: 1. Wyatt Green, Cinco 
Ranch, 1:55.82; 2. Ruben Rojas Betanzos, 
Seven Lakes, 1:55.84; 3. Ryan Du Plessis, 
Cinco Ranch, 1:59.28; 4. Jake Wiggington, 
Tompkins, 1:59.33.

1600M Run: 1. Ruben Rojas Betanzos, 
Seven Lakes, 4:22.42; 2. Gavin Saacke, 
Tompkins, 4:24.35; 3. Ethan Boyd, Cinco 
Ranch, 4:26.98; 4. Adrian Hahn Vadstein, 
Cinco Ranch, 4:27.52.

3200M Run: 1. Gavin Saacke, 
Tompkins, 9:43.40; 2. Adrian Hahn 
Vadstein, Cinco Ranch, 9:43.57; 3. Ruben 
Rojas Betanzos, Seven Lakes, 9:50.47; 
4. Leopoldo Toro Figueira, Seven Lakes, 
9:51.83.

110M Hurdles: 1. Jayden Keys, 
Tompkins, 14.26; 2. Hollis Robinson, Taylor, 
14.62; 3. Shepherd Bowling, Katy, 14.65; 4. 
Justus Hadnot, Morton Ranch, 14.71.

300M Hurdles: 1. Jayden Keys, 
Tompkins, 39.67; 2. KJ Gilbert, Tompkins, 
40.38; 3. JC Aquin, Tompkins, 40.74; 4. 
Chamar Smith, Morton Ranch, 40.92.

4x100M Relay: 1. Tompkins (Mark 
Ngei, Josh McMillan, Blake Harris, Marquis 
Shoulders), 41.88; 2. Mayde Creek (Alpha 
Khan, Julius Loughridge, Jordan Kelly, 
TayShawn Wilson), 42.67; 3. Cinco Ranch 
(Nathan Memilliod, Seth Salverino, Dion 
Milton, Mario Chalmers), 43.10; 4. Morton 
Ranch (Jaelon Davis, Justus Hadnot, 
Jermichael Johnson, Karsten Christopher), 
43.18.

4x200M Relay: 1. Tompkins (Michael 
Ojoko, Josh McMillan, Daniel Crain, Caden 
Williams), 1:28.33; 2. Morton Ranch (Jaelon 
Davis, Jermichael Johnson, Robine Lane 
Jr., Vontez Hood), 1:29.14; 3. Cinco Ranch 
(Mario Chalmers, Seth Salverino, Jackson 
Kimble, Noah Abboud), 1:29.52; 4. Seven 
Lakes (Grayson Medford, Chidiebere 
Okoko, Preston Mendoza, Dylan Volpe), 
1:29.82.

4x400M Relay: 1. Seven Lakes (Bogdan 
Pazin, Chidiebere Okoko, Alex Lopez, 
Christopher Gonzalez), 3:25.36; 2. Cinco 
Ranch (Jonathan Buck, Wyatt Green, 
Jackson Kimble, Charles Umehai), 3:25.73; 
3. Morton Ranch (Robine Lane Jr., Chamar 
Smith, Jaelon Davis, Joshua Johnson), 
3:28.99; 4. Tompkins (Mark Ngei, KJ Gilbert, 
Daniel Crain, JC Aquin), 3:30.51.

Long Jump: 1. Jayden Keys, Tompkins, 
24’-2 ½”; 2. Seth Salverino, Cinco Ranch, 
22’-10 ½”; 3. Jermichael Johnson, Morton 
Ranch, 22’-8”; 4. Caden Williams, Tompkins, 
21’-8”.

Shot Put: 1. Bryce Foster, Taylor, 65’-3”; 
2. Matthew Rue� , Seven Lakes, 55’-10 ¼”; 
3. Aaron Session, Morton Ranch, 50’-6 ¾”; 
4. Julius Loughridge, Mayde Creek, 49’-8 
¾”.

Discus: 1. Bryce Foster, Taylor, 210’-10”; 
2. Matthew Rue� , Seven Lakes, 178’-5”; 3. 
Seth Roberts, Seven Lakes, 151’-7”; 4. Ian 
Flynt, Taylor, 149’-10”.

Triple Jump: 1. Hollis Robinson, Taylor, 
46’-7”; 2. Jermichael Johnson, Morton 
Ranch, 44’-7 ¼: 3. Leonid Izvekov, Katy, 43’-
1 ½” 4. Dylan Volpe, Seven Lakes, 42’-6”.

High Jump: 1. Hollis Robinson, Taylor, 
6’-4”; 2. Blake Harris, Tompkins, 6’-2”; 
3. Benjamin Wowo, Tompkins, 6’-2”; 4. 
Emmanuel Gregory, Cinco Ranch, 6’-0”.

Pole Vault: 1. Will Saxman, Cinco 
Ranch, 14’-6”; 2. Matthew Kumar, 
Tompkins, 13’-6”; 3. Ethan Becker, Taylor, 
12’-6”; 4. William Rodriguez, Katy, 12’-6”.

GIRLS
Team
1. Seven Lakes, 198
2. Cinco Ranch, 146
3. Tompkins, 108
4. Mayde Creek, 75
5. Katy High, 71
6. Morton Ranch, 8
7. Taylor, 6
100M Dash: 1. Jada Campos, Katy, 

11.54; 2. Alyssa Tate, Seven Lakes, 11.78; 
3. Brooke Jackson, Seven Lakes, 12.05; 4. 
Morgan Marshall, Tompkins, 12.09.

200M Dash: 1. Jada Campos, Katy, 
24.80; 2. Brooke Jackson, Seven Lakes, 
15.58; 3. Ibiso David-West, 25.88; 4. Shelby 
Campassi, Seven Lakes, 26.28.

400M Dash: 1. Haley Tate, Seven Lakes, 
55.76; 2. Avary Catchings, Seven Lakes, 
58.60; 3. Deborah Imeh, Taylor, 58.69; 4. 
Kris Pasia, Tompkins, 59.79.

800M Run: 1. Sophie Atkinson, Cinco 
Ranch, 2:13.08; 2. Hayden Gold, Tompkins, 
2:17.20; 3. Heidi Nielson, Cinco Ranch, 
2:19.66; 4. Avary Catchings, Seven Lakes, 
2:22.49.

1600M Run: 1. Sophie Atkinson, Cinco 
Ranch, 4:58.90; 2. Heidi Nielson, Cinco 
Ranch, 4:59.16; 3. Addison Stevenson, 
Tompkins, 5:11.31; 4. Hayden Gold, 
Tompkins, 5:14.21.

3200M Run: 1. Sophie Atkinson, Cinco 
Ranch, 10:43.49; 2. Heidi Nielson, Cinco 
Ranch, 10:49.20; 3. Isabella Rubio, Katy, 
11:29.20; 4. Grace Havern, Seven Lakes, 
11:30.53.

100M Hurdles: 1. Simone Ballard, 
Mayde Creek, 15.67; 2. Paige Boucher, 
Seven Lakes, 14.00; 3. Lanaye Keys, 
Tompkins, 14.53; 4. Jayla Wilson, Mayde 
Creek, 14.99.

300M Hurdles: 1. Paige Boucher, Seven 
Lakes, 45.94; 2. Summer Halphen, Seven 
Lakes, 46.81; 3. Jayla Wilson, Mayde Creek, 
47.11; 4. Lanaye Keys, Tompkins, 47.59.

4x100M Relay: 1. Seven Lakes (Alyssa 
Tate, Sydney Kim, Ibiso David-West, 
Haley Tate), 47.05; 2. Tompkins (Caroline 
Redman, Anjie Saanumi, Morgan Marshall, 
Lanaye Keys), 48.40; 3. Mayde Creek 
(Demetria White, Michayla Ivory, Alaya 
Frazier, Miracle Boudine), 48.70; 4. Katy 
(Jaya Jackson-Bray, Victorious Orekoya, 
Alleigh Johnson, Kaycee McCoy). 49.86.

4x200M Relay: 1. Mayde Creek 
(Michayla Ivory, Miracle Boudine, Jayla 
Wilson, Demetria White), 1:41.60; 2. Seven 
Lakes (Shelby Campassi, Taylar Murray, 
Sydney Kim, Brooke Jackson), 1:41.61; 3. 
Cinco Ranch (Brandi Ash, Sydney McCray, 
Nikki Robison, Laila Ashraf ), 1:44.69; 4. 
Tompkins (Amara Odu, Caroline Redman, 
Morgan Marshall, Anavaleria Martinez), 
1:46.23.

4x400M Relay: 1. Seven Lakes (Alyssa 
Tate, Avary Catchings, Ibiso David-West, 
Haley Tate), 3:54.36; 2. Tompkins (Amara 
Odu, Marisa Marinchak, Hayden Gold, Kris 
Pasia), 4:07.14; 3. Cinco Ranch (Jennifer 
Edozie, Sydney McCray, Laila Ashraf, Brandi 
Ash), 4:10.56; 4. Katy (Simone Savage, Jada 
Campos, Jaya Jackson-Bray, Victorious 
Orekoya), 4:13.23.

Long Jump: 1. Lanaye Keys, Tompkins, 
18’-10 ½”; 2. Paige Boucher, Seven Lakes, 
18’-0”; 3. Tolu Odetola, Tompkins, 17’-8”; 4. 
Demetria White, Mayde Creek, 17’-3”.

Shot Put: 1. Amelia Flynt, Cinco Ranch, 
46’-11”; 2. Zena Tarhini, Mayde Creek, 
38’-3 ¼” 3. Kaycee McCoy, Katy, 35’-9 ¾”; 4. 
Matilda Gbenda, Cinco Ranch, 35’-5”. 

Discus: 1. Amelia Flynt, Cinco Ranch, 
149’-6”; 2. Toryn Turpin, Katy, 120’-11”; 3. 
Matilda Gbenda, 109’-6”; 4. Kayla McKey, 
Mayde Creek, 109’-0”.

Triple Jump: 1. Paige Boucher, Seven 
Lakes, 38’-6 ¾”; 2. Nikki Robison, Cinco 
Ranch, 36-7 ¾”; 3. Tolu Odetola, Tompkins, 
36’-6 ½”; 4. Hailey East, Cinco Ranch, 36’-3 
¾”. 

High Jump: 1. Chandler Lee, Katy, 
5’-2”; 2. Hayley Byrd, Cinco Ranch, 5’-0”; 2. 
Summer Halphen Seven Lakes, 5’-0”; 4. Sri 
Boodoo, Cinco Ranch, 4’-10”.

Pole Vault: 1. Lauren Schmitt, Seven 
Lakes, 11’-6”; 2. Mia Martinson, Seven 
Lakes, 10’-6”; 3. Bella Borreson, Cinco 
Ranch, 10’-6”; 4. Aubrey Tupper, Seven 
Lakes, 10’-0”.

19-6A TRACK & FIELD MEET RESULTS

“It’s a whole bunch of 
yardage I can add on 

to my throw if I can 
just get everything 

going in the right 
direction,”

— TAYLOR SENIOR BRYCE FOSTER



premier talents like Tomp-
kins’ Elina Sinz (now playing 
at Auburn) and teammate 
Isha Dhruva (Penn State).

“It was a really big goal 
for me for my four years 
here,” Nguyen said of 
winning district. “It really 
sucked having to miss dis-
trict last year (because of the 
pandemic), so it was nice to 
come back and win.”

Nguyen changed her 
mental approach playing 
the Blackhorse course in 
Cypress. It made all the 
di� erence.

“I really concentrated 
on playing myself instead 
of other people,” she said. 
“I played safe, limited my 
misses. Not focusing on the 
competition and focusing 

on myself, that’s when 
everything comes together 
for me.”

It was a steady com-
plement to her impressive 
game.

Approach shots are 
Nguyen’s strength. She 
doesn’t miss many greens. 
Nguyen is skilled at con-
sistently placing the ball in 
scoring position. She almost 
always has a birdie oppor-
tunity.

“She’s a true competitor,” 
coach Sean Ewing said. 
“If she needs a birdie, she 
gets it. She understands 
the game and understands 
shots. She can tell you exact-
ly what she’s going to do.”

Nguyen’s physical 
strength has improved over 
the years, so she’s hitting the 
ball farther and her wedge 
game is better.

Another signi� cant 
change has been her 

attitude, a lesson Nguyen 
took from two-time district 
champ Dhruva, who took 
Nguyen under her wing 
when they were teammates.

“She was so dedicated 

and committed to the sport,” 
Nguyen said. “I loved her 
attitude out there, and that’s 
something I really took from 
her. She was always happy 
and always believed she 

could do better. I’ve learned 
to not just look at myself, 
but learn from other people 
and how they perform and 
act on the golf course. All of 
that has been a big in� uence 
for me.”

Nguyen has taken what 
she’s seen and learned and 
molded it into a healthy 
con� dence she says she has 
because of the support of 
teammates and family.

“She missed a couple 
of tournaments toward the 
end (of the regular season) 
because she wanted to go 
play in the Sergio Garcia and 
K.J. Choi tournament, and 
she said, ‘It’s alright, Coach. 
I’ll take care of it. I’ll win dis-
trict and I’ll win regionals,’” 
Ewing said. “On day two (of 
the district tournament), 
she was down two strokes 
to (Cinco Ranch junior) 
Mallorie (Luitwieler) and 
coming down the stretch, 

she needed a birdie and an 
eagle to keep the pressure 
on Mal. She goes o�  and 
does it. You just don’t see 
that a lot. Only the special 
ones can do that.”

Con� dent and deter-
mined is what Nguyen is 
bringing to the Class 6A 
Region III tournament April 
19-20 in Spring.

“I just want to keep doing 
the best I can and have fun,” 
Nguyen said. “� ese are 
my last few high school tour-
naments and I’ll never have 
them again. Even though I 
am going to play in college, 
it’s going to be a lot di� er-
ent. I want to have as much 
fun as I can now. Winning 
district gives me a lot of 
con� dence, and hopefully I 
can bring that out at region-
als, too. � e ultimate goal is 
state, so we’ll see. But this is 
a really good start to these 
three tournaments.”

Find a Location
NEAR YOU

Convenient Locations — Close to Home
Houston Methodist is growing to meet the needs of our community. We offer a 
full range of care across Katy and West Houston, including:

• Primary and specialty physician offices, imaging and labs 
• Easy to access emergency care and transfer to Houston Methodist 

West Hospital, should you need it
• A team of experts using the newest technologies
• Personalized care tailored to your unique needs 

And, with enhanced safety measures in place, you can rest assured your safety 
is our priority.

Visit houstonmethodist.org/katy-west
to find a Houston Methodist doctor
or location near you.
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DENNIS SILVA II 

Seven Lakes senior Lauren Nguyen won the District 19-6A girls individual golf 
title on April 1.


