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BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

During Katy City Council’s 
first in-person meeting since 
early 2020, council members 
approved the promotion of City 
Planner Anas Garfaoui to assis-
tant city administrator as well as 
an ordinance establishing new 
truck routes in the city to reduce 
accidents and wear and tear on 
city roadways.

“On the ordinance implemen-
tation, it will be effective upon 
(council’s) approval,” Garfaoui 
said. “There will be a notification 
period. We’ll be sending out 
notices to the trucking compa-
nies and that will give staff ample 
time to order and install the signs 

(designating the routes). During 
that time, we will also remove the 
existing signage that’s in place 
where it doesn’t apply and the or-
dinance will become enforceable 
Oct. 1, 2021.”

Katy Police Chief Noe Diaz 
said he would have his staff visit 
trucking companies in the area 
that are known to use the roads 
such as Avenue D, Katy Hock-
ley, Morton and Clay roads to 
distribute flyers explaining the 
new rules and to answer any 
questions the transportation 
companies may have regarding 
the routes and enforcement. 

Council members noted that 
accidents at intersections in 
the northern portion of the city 
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Katy Municipal Court Judge Jeffrey Brashear administers the oath of office to newly-appointed 
Katy Assistant City Administrator Anas Garfaoui while council members observe during Katy City 
Council’s July 12 meeting. Garfaoui has been with the city for nearly nine years.
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Council approves traffic plan, promotes asst. city admin

BY SAMANTHA LOPEZ
EDITORIAL INTERN

COVID-19 has had a great impact on schools around 
the Katy area by causing stress to students and teachers 
due to virtual classes throughout much of the school year. 

Katy area school districts had to move to virtual learn-
ing programs wherein each student received an electronic 
device from the school to attend classes. Royal ISD had 
smart buses with WiFi throughout the district to provide 
remote learning materials and safe, filtered digital access 
to educational content and resources.

Many learners felt stressed by virtual learning, RISD 
teachers said. They found it hard to keep up with the 
homework and deadlines since they weren’t accustomed 
to doing everything remotely.

“I had to learn how to juggle my education, home 
chores and extracurriculars,” Royal Early College High 
School senior Alondra Melendez said. “It was really hard 
to keep concentration since I spent about eight hours per 
day behind a screen. It was also hard to communicate with 
my professors since you never knew if they received your 
email and when they did, it was already too late to ask for 
assistance.”

Another challenge was having to sit at a computer every 
day and not be able to communicate with friends and 
teachers as you would during a normal, in-person school 
year, RISD students said. This made it easier for students 
to lose focus and do other things that did entertain them, 
which some said caused them to fail classes.

“I felt isolated from society by having to be stuck inside 
all day with workload after workload with no break. Since 
I no longer wanted to do my homework or classwork, I 
wanted to focus on things that did make me happy such 
as playing video games or FaceTiming my friends.” Royal 
ECHS senior Alexis Ibarra said.

Teachers also struggled during the virtual learning 
break, they said. It was difficult to keep up with each stu-
dent since many learners didn’t email or send messages to 
instructors when they needed help. Educators had no idea 
what was going on, so they had no way of knowing how 
often to email a student or when to let them be responsible 
for their work.

“I remember when virtual learning began in Royal and I 
was not too excited about this decision, since I knew many 
students would turn in uncompleted tasks,” Royal ECHS 
English Professor Alejandro Dubois said. “This made it 
harder for me to keep up with everyone, especially since I 
had new students for which I (did) not know their pace on 
the workload.”

BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Katy area resident Reggie 
Chisholm has been trying to get 
contractors to come back to his 
property and repair damage to his 
yard and fencing for months now, 
he said. Since then, the contractor 
has gone silent, he said.

Chisholm had originally hired a 
tree stump grinding company run 
by German Serrano to remove a tree 
from his yard in early May. Once 
the work was completed, Chisolm 
found several deep ruts in his yard 
caused by Serrano’s equipment as 
well as damage to an iron utility 
access cover and damaged fence 
in the small horse pasture on his 
property. 

“I looked and I said, ‘Well, I’ll be 
damned. They dropped something 
else on the fence, never told me, 
broke the barbed wire,’” Chisholm 
said. “This is what they did, when 
they put it all back together, it was 
all wrapped up because it took the 
insulators (for the electric line on 
the fence) off and everything else.” 

Chisholm said the fence only 
had a slap-dash repair made to it so 
that the damage wasn’t as notice-
able and he had to make a tempo-
rary repair to it himself. 

Chisholm then contacted Martin 
Serrano, who was working for Ger-
man Serrano at the time and point-
ed out the issue. Martin, who said 
in a brief statement that he is no 
longer working with German, said 
a crew would come out and bring 
dirt to repair the ruts in Chisholm’s 
yard and would make repairs to the 

fence.
Since that time, Chisholm said, 

he hasn’t been able to get anyone 
to assist him with the damage to his 
property. Repeated calls to Ger-
man’s phone number have gone un-
answered or the person that picks 
up the phone says they do not speak 
English, Chisholm said. 

The Katy Times has reached out 
to both German Serrano and Martin 
Serrano multiple times. Martin said 
he has ceased working with German 
and declined to comment further 
regarding the situation. Ater multi-
ple calls, an employee of German’s 
called back and said someone 
would be sent to Chisholm’s home 
on July 14 to look into the situation.  
However, Chisholm has said he’d 
gotten similar responses before 
then.

As the Katy area continues with 
repairs from Winter Storm Uri and 
with home improvement projects 
throughout the summer, there are 
several tips for choosing contractors 
provided by the Better Business Bu-
reau and ConsumerAffairs.com that 
area residents should keep in mind 
when hiring a contractor: 

• Ask for recommendations: 
Reach out to friends and colleagues 
to get suggestions on which compa-
ny to hire for the project. When re-
viewing recommendations, look at 
the work performed for the person 
recommending the company and 
ask about any problems and the 
associated resolutions, if any.

• Compare portfolios: Look at 
the work done by each of the 

BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Freshman Republican 
Congressman Troy Nehls (R–
Richmond) of Texas’ U.S. House 
District 22 spoke at two separate 
events at Perry’s Steakhouse 
in LaCenterra hosted by the 
Fulshear Katy Area Chamber of 
Commerce and the Katy Area 
Chamber of Commerce on July 
7 and 8, respectively. During his 
talk, he spoke about frustrating 
partisanship, mobility, support for 
drainage projects and reducing 
recidivism in prison populations. 

“We’re working hard – very, 
very hard,” Nehls said. “But this is 
what I’m going to say. People sent 
me up there to try to get some-
thing done. To try to do some-
thing. It’s so broken. There is no 
bipartisanship, or very, very low 
(bipartisan effort).”

However, Nehls said there 
have been some opportunities 
for bipartisan efforts. One such 
instance is the Second Chance 
Opportunity for Re-Entry Edu-
cation – or SCORE Act. The bill, 
House Resolution 3529, currently 
has 11 Republican sponsors and 
six Democratic sponsors in the 
U.S. House. 

Nehls said the idea behind the 
SCORE Act is to take a successful 
program he’d instituted as sheriff 
of Fort Bend County and provide 
educational opportunities to non-
violent offenders. This provides 
those prisoners with skills they 
need to get living-wage jobs in 
fields such as HVAC and welding, 
he said. The Fort Bend program 
was operated in conjunction with 
Wharton County Junior College, 
Nehls said. 

If passed and signed by Presi-
dent Joe Biden, whom Nehls said 
has expressed support for the bill, 
the SCORE Act would authorize 
the Department of Justice to 
create a grant program for eligible 
county jails to establish career 
and technical training programs 
across the country.

According to the text of HR 
3529, jails with a population of 
500 or more inmates or multiple 
counties working together with 
that number of inmates or more 
may submit applications to the 

Nehls talks 
recidivism 
prevention, 
drainage and 
transportation
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Reggie Chisholm said the pathway above was created by equipment used by a contractor he’d hired to 
remove a tree, resulting in damage to his yard.  Chisholm also claims that while the contractor was there, 
the company damaged his fence and a utility cover.

See CONTRACTOR, page 3

See CITY, page 3
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Royal High School spent a lot of time preparing for any issues that COVID-19 
brought upon the 2020-21 school year in order to make sure that students were 
always in touch. Still, challenges persisted as a year of remote and hybrid in-
person and remote learning unfolded. 
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Angelique: Local performer pushes for success
BY NITYA HOSUR
EDITORIAL INTERN

Angelique is a native Katy singer who 
works in all sorts of music genres. She draws 
inspiration from a variety of singers to incor-
porate into her songs and enjoys expressing 
herself through her music. She is currently 
working on producing and recording her 
own album.

Angelique, who performs only under 
her first name, said she was exposed to 
music at a very young age. Her father was a 
musician and attorney, and she grew up in 
a household where the entire family would 
gather around and sing to their hearts’ 
content. Angelique first found her calling 
when the “Hannah Montana” show was 
released, she said. At that point, she knew 
she wanted to make singing her career and 
follow her passion. Both of her parents were 
very supportive and enrolled her into a 
singing and dance classes. At 13 years old, 
she released her first single, “Come Back 
to You.” Although Angelique did not take 
choir in middle school, coming into high 
school, she began putting more effort into 
her school’s dance and choir as preparation 
for her future.

Angelique said that, while her parents 
supported her, she was her greatest deter-
rent. She constantly battled thoughts on 
her self-image, if she was good enough, and 
often wondered, “what makes me special?” 
She tried not to rely on others for help, she 
said. In the end, however, her parents were 
the ones who pull her out of her self-spiral 

when she can’t. Most of the time, Angelique 
focuses on believing in herself and her abil-
ities and by looking at what she has accom-
plished, how far she has come and what she 
has overcome on her journey as a performer. 

Angelique said she draws inspiration 
from a variety of singers and enjoys trying 
multiple genres of music rather than sticking 
to a specific style. Inspirations include Miley 
Cyrus, Queen, Journey, Adam Lambert, and 
multiple Disney stars from the early 2000s. 
One of Angelique’s biggest influences was 
Selena Quintanilla, and as a Mexican-Amer-
ican, Angelique related heavily with Selena. 
Although Selena did not grow up speaking 
Spanish, Angelique did, and seeing Selena 
perform in Spanish made Angelique think, 
“If she can do it, I can do it too.”

During the pandemic, Angelique focused 
her attention on social media platforms to 
connect to her fans for support, she said. 
She also took a break from performing and 
focused on school. She finished bachelors 
degree in English at St. Mary’s University in 
San Antonia along with a minor in Spanish. 
Following the path of her father, she also 

began working at a law firm after her perfor-
mance jobs shut down with aspirations of 
becoming a lawyer. She still works at the firm 
during the day and is steadfast in pursuing 
her dream of being both a singer and an 
attorney, she said.

    Angelique is also working on her first 
album and wishes to produce it under 
AmericaStar Entertainment, a professional 
entertainment company owned by her and 
her family. She is hoping to have it out by 
the end of the year, but there is a possibility 
that it might be delayed due to production 
time. Its release date will be announced on 
Angelique’s social media platforms.

Angelique said she encourages aspir-
ing musicians to follow their dreams and 
work to reach them. She also advised new 
performers to overlook anyone trying to 
dissuade them. She has worked hard and 
continues to do so to affirm that her dreams 
come to fruition, and it has paid off, she said. 
She now performs live shows all over the 
Katy area and is in the process of profession-
ally producing her own original album. If 

you believe in your goals, the sky’s the limit, 
she said.

“You can have all the talent in the world, 
and you can have the best publishers and 
everything, but if you don't believe in your-
self, you're never going to go as far as you 
could,” Angelique said.

PHOTOS COURTESY ANGELIQUE/AMERICASTAR ENTERTAINMENT

Katy area musician Angelique has been 
performing since she was a young teen. She 
recently performed the National Anthem at 
Fulshear Freedom Fest and performs regularly 
throughout the area. She is also working at a law 
firm and planning on pursuing a legal degree. 
Her performances include appearances at Texas 
Borders Bar & Grill, Agave Rio and Post Oak Grill.
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Sr. enlisted Army member
  4. Payroll firm
  7. Monetary unit of Macao
10. Cooking vessel
11. Cow sound
12. Hairpiece
13. Spoon-shaped surgical
      instrument
15. Mother
16. Remove from record
19. Foolish
21. Mailman
23. Unit of data size
24. Stirred
25. Deceptive movement
26. We all have one
27. Direct from pasture beef
      animal
30. A person’s own self
34. Helps little firms
35. Deep, red-brown sea bream
36. Tumbler
41. A short section of a musical
      composition
45. Young woman (French)
46. Wings
47. Wine bottles
50. Thin layers of rock
54. Opposite to
55. American state
56. Uncertainty about
      something

57. Basics
59. Indian seaport
60. Owed as a debt
61. Buffer solution
62. Unit of work or energy
63. Soviet Socialist Republic
64. One point south of due east
65. Born of

CLUES DOWN
  1. Small stem bearing leaves
  2. Female Bacchanalians
  3. Mediterranean city
  4. Measures electric current
  5. Arrived extinct
  6. Edible butterfish
  7. Causing wonder or
      astonishment
  8. Behaviors showing high
      moral standards
  9. Ancient Irish alphabets
13. Footballer Newton
14. Utilize
17. Sum of absolute errors
18. Opposite of the beginning
20. Shoe company
22. Algerian port city
27. Girls organization (abbr.)
28. Type of cell (abbr.)
29. Swiss river
31. When you hope to get there
32. Fall behind

33. Expresses distaste,
      disapproval
37. Volume containing several
      novels
38. Less sharp
39. Food for the poor
40. Having made a valid will
41. Royal estates
42. Relating to wings

43. Japanese three-stringed lute
44. Taking something through
      force
47. Angry
48. Before the present
49. Showy ornaments
51. Norway
52. Comedienne Gasteyer
53. Consume
58. Founder of Babism
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caused by 18-wheelers and cargo trucks have 
become commonplace in the last few years, 
with accidents sometimes occurring three or 
four times a week. 

Traffic will now be kept on I-10, Highway 
90 and Katy Fort Bend Road/Katy Hockley 
Cut Off Road, Garfaoui said. The new Katy 
Court Planned Development district at the 
intersection of Clay and Katy Hockley Cut Off 
roads is expected to also lead to the improve-
ment of Katy Hockley Cut Off Road which 
will help accommodate the new traffic, he 
said.

Violations of the ordinance may result in 
up to a $200 fine, City Attorney Art Pertile III 
said. 

“Council member Harris and I sat with 
some families on Katy Hockley (Road), not 
the (Katy Hockley Cut Off Road) but Katy 
Hockley, and this will be good news for 
them,” Council Member Rory Robertson 

said. 
Garfaoui’s promotion to assistant city ad-

ministrator comes after he has served since 
2017 as city planner. Prior to that, he served 
as the city’s planning technician for a little 
over three years. He was named the city’s 
employee of the year in 2019.

Garfaoui holds a bachelor of arts in 
Public Administration and a certified public 
manager certificate from the University of 
Houston.

Each member of council and the Mayor 
Bill Hastings praised Garfaoui for his dedica-
tion to the city and his expertise. 

“Mayor, this is very exciting for (Gar-
faoui). He has been a great leader before 
when I was on council and he was a planning 
tech and he did a great job with our Katy 
Development Authority, and he has saved 
me many times on giving the wrong answer 
by correcting me. He’s definitely is not the 
person that tells you what you want to hear,” 
Mayor Pro Tem Chris Harris said. “He tells 
you straightforward on what the issue is and 
that’s a great thing for this position.” 
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U.S. Department of Justice’s 
Bureau of Justice Assistance 
for grant funding for those 
educational programs. 

Nehls said the local pro-
gram was funded through 
funding from the Fort Bend 
County Jail’s commissary, 
but the federal grants would 
be funded by DOJ funds if 
passed.

“I believe my little 
SCORE bill, this little 
SCORE Act that I have – 
I’m really excited about it 
because I think there’s op-
portunity to get that to the 
finish line,” Nehls said. 

Nehls said his experience 
in law enforcement hasn’t 
kept him from focusing on 
drainage which he knows 
is a concern for his district, 
which includes much of 
Fort Bend County, including 
Cinco Ranch, and part of 
Harris County. 

“We requested $20 mil-
lion to help with the Barker 
Reservoir,” Nehls said. “… 
That’s a fraction of what we 
need, but I said to the Corps 
of Engineers’ Lieutenant 
General (Scott Spellmon), 
I said, ‘Sir, the water has 
receded on the streets of 
Canyon Gate, but it hasn’t 
left the minds of the people 
there.’” 

Nehls expressed frustra-
tion that U.S. infrastructure 
projects such as that for 
flood mitigation can take six 
years to move forward while 

our Canadian neighbors get 
those projects approved in 
as little as three years. How-
ever, Nehls said Spellmon 
did say he would work to 
move projects through the 
bureaucracy as quickly as 
he could.

Regarding transportation 
infrastructure, Nehls said he 
is working to fund portions 

of the Highway 36A project 
to improve mobility in the 
region. 

The Highway 36A project 
has been talked about for 
a long time in the Katy 
area and would connect 
State Highway 36 south of 
Rosenberg to State Highway 
6 north of Hempstead using 
a combination of improve-

ments to existing roads and 
building new roads along 
the route which is hoped 
to serve commercial traffic 
once completed.

“We’re getting the proj-
ect approved for (Highway) 
36A out there in Rosenberg 
– about $20 million. I feel 
very good about that,” Nehls 
said.

contractors via their web-
sites and the reviews left on 
websites such as Google, 
the Better Business Bureau 
and others to see the quality 
of work provided by the 
contractor.

• Ask for licensing and 
certification: Many service 
providers such as general 
contractors, plumbers and 
electricians are required to 
have licenses and to provide 
them upon request. Elimi-
nate any companies who are 
unwilling to immediately 
provide proper credentials. 

• Check for references: 
Just like when hiring a new 
employee, ask for a list of 
references. A reputable 
company should have 
several prior clients they are 
willing to provide contact 
information for to certify the 
quality of their work.

• Get multiple bids: 
Obtaining multiple bids 

from contractors will 
help consumers compare 
important aspects such as 
overall costs, warranties and 
general professionalism.

• Read contracts thor-
oughly: Consumers should 

make certain they know 
the terms and conditions 
associated with hiring any 
contractor and what the 
terms of any remedies in 
workmanship are.
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Reggie Chisholm said the damage to his property includes a heavy object falling 
onto his fence. The fence is currently patched with barbed wire just tacked to the 
top of this post with a nail and the electrical fencing line rerouted temporarily to 
be functional.
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Texas Congressman Troy Nehls (R-Richmond) of Texas’ U.S. House District 22 
addresses attendees at Perry’s Steakhouse in LaCenterra on July 7. Nehls said he 

is frustrated with partisanship in Washington D.C., but has taken advantage of 
opportunities to work with all members of Congress regardless of party affiliation 

as opportunities have presented themselves.

from page 1
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For over 150 years, Canada has 
been more than just a great 
neighbor– we are your best 

customer, closest security partner, 
and largest supplier of energy.  
Texas is an important part of all 
these mutual benefits.

Texans may think of other 
countries first when they 
consider international trade and 
cooperation. We understand that, 
but we think we should go against 
type and brag a bit about Canada’s 
contributions to the Texas 
economy.

Canada is often thought of in 
terms such as friendly, polite, and 
snowy. We own them all, but we 
also have a compelling economic 
and trade story to tell in Texas 
– we are Texas’ second-largest 
export market after Mexico. Texas 
exported $27.8 billion in goods 
and services to Canada in 2020, 
and nearly 700 Canadian-owned 
companies operate right here in 
Texas. These companies account 
for almost 57,000 jobs throughout 
the state.

Beyond our common North 
American geography, we share 
values and interests, and multi-
layered economic ties. Here are the 
adjectives I would use to describe 
our bilateral relationship and why 
Canada matters:

Prosperous. Canada and the 
United States share the largest 
trade relationship in the world.  
Our trade is balanced, fair, and 
supports growth and innovation 
in both our countries. Every day 
nearly US$2billion worth of goods 
and services cross the Canada-U.S. 
border. This prosperous economic 
partnership supports good paying 
jobs in both countries. More than 
5,500 Canadian-owned businesses 
in the U.S. support nearly 900,000 
jobs. We buy more goods from the 
U.S. than China, Japan and the U.K. 
combined.  

Integrated. Canada and 
the United States not only sell 
to each other, we make things 
together.  Since the beginning 
of the pandemic, our countries 
have worked hard to maintain the 
two-way flow of goods, particularly 
medical supplies and critical 
inputs across our borders, while 
protecting our communities from 
COVID-19. On average, over 25% 
of a finished product we sell to you 
is American content.  Just like most 
imports from Canada are used in 
production that puts Americans 
to work. These long-standing, 
binational supply chains have not 
only kept us safe, they have kept us 
competitive globally.

Reliable. Energy from Canada 
– more than from any other 
country – contributes directly to 
U.S. economic prosperity, security 
and environmental objectives. We 
are your largest and most secure 
supplier of all forms of energy, 
carried by 71 oil and gas pipelines 
and 35 transmission lines across 
our shared border. We are also 
investing in new technologies 
and infrastructure to be a global 
leader in clean energy and 
innovation. Canada is developing 
our energy resources; in a way that 
creates prosperity and engages 
communities, while reducing 
emissions and preserving the 
environment.

Steadfast. Canada has fought 
alongside the U.S. in defense 
of our common values through 

World Wars I and II, the Cold 
War, Korea, Balkans, the Middle 
East, and Afghanistan. In fact, 
Canadian Army, Navy, and Air 
Force officers are embedded 
throughout the U.S. military, 
and at the bi-national North 
American Aerospace Defense 
Command (NORAD) at all levels 
– protecting and defending our 
shared continent in search and 
rescue operations, interdiction 
of illegal narcotics, interception 
of non-allied military aircraft, 
and humanitarian assistance and 
disaster relief missions.

Canadian tourists contribute 
millions to the Texas economy 
every year.  Canadian snowbirds, 
who feel welcomed when their 
Texas neighbors call them “Winter 
Texans,” contribute substantially 
through real estate investments, 
business sales, and tax revenue.

On July 1, as we celebrate the 
first anniversary under the United 
States-Mexico-Canada Agreement 
(USMCA), Texas businesses 
have continued access to duty 
free supply chains from Canada. 
Previously known as the North 
American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA), the updated agreement 
preserves key elements of NAFTA, 
modernizes provisions to address 
21st century trade challenges, 
reduces red tape at the border, and 
provides enhanced predictability 
and stability for workers and Texas 
businesses.

Being more than 1,000 miles 
away from the tip of the Texas 
Panhandle can make it easy 
to forget America’s northern 
neighbor, but our shared 
values and interests, and deep 
connections, coupled with the 
powerful, multi-layered economic 
ties are definitely reasons why 
Canada should remain front of 
mind as we move forward together 
towards economic recovery.
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Why Canada matters to Texas

Dear Editor,
Texas Governor Greg Abbott 

recently signed Senate Con-
current Resolution 3, which 
condemns the practice of forced 
organ harvesting from prisoners 
of conscience in China. I want 
to thank Katy area State Sen-
ators Lois Kolkhorst and Joan 
Huffman for sponsoring the 
resolution and Representatives 
Cecil Bell, Gary Gates and Mike 
Schofield who voted in favor of 
SCR3.

As stated in the resolution, 
the primary victims of organ 
harvesting in China practice 
Falun Gong which is a spiritual 
discipline rooted in traditional 
Chinese culture that combines 
qigong exercise, meditation, 
and an emphasis on the prin-
ciples of truthfulness, compas-
sion, and forbearance. 

In 1996, I was a university stu-
dent living in China. At the time 
I had a serious lung disease and 
had to visit the hospital weekly. 
A friend recommended that I 
take up the practice of Falun 
Gong. After practicing for only 1 
month, the disease disappeared. 
Not only did I become healthier, 
but my relationships with others 
also became more harmonious.

There were countless stories 
like mine throughout China, 
and Falun Gong became very 
popular in the 1990’s with 
government estimates conclud-
ing that as many as 100 million 
people were practicing.

Unfortunately, because of 
the immense popularity and 
spiritual nature of Falun Gong, 
the Chinese Communist Party 
(CCP) considered it a target 
to be eliminated and in July of 
1999, initiated a brutal persecu-
tion to eradicate the practice. 

Overnight, Falun Gong was 
labeled as a public enemy. 
State-controlled media began 
demonizing Falun Gong 24/7. 
Even elementary school chil-
dren were exposed to negative 
propaganda. There were mass 
arrests and I constantly heard 
news of torture and abuse oc-
curring in prisons. 

I did what I could to work 
against the persecution. I traveled 
to Tiananmen Square in 2000 
and publicly sat in meditation as 
an appeal for Falun Gong. I also 
handed out CDs with information 
dispelling the negative propagan-
da and once I publicly appealed 
in front of a detention center to 
request the release of a friend 
who had been imprisoned. 

 As a result, I was unlawfully 
imprisoned in detention centers 
and brainwashing centers 4 
times between October 1999 

and June 2007. While detained I 
was under tremendous pressure 
to renounce my belief through 
torture and brainwashing. I was 
forced to do labor for over 10 
hours a day without pay. My 
husband was also imprisoned 
when I was 3 months pregnant, 
and our son didn’t get to see his 
father until he was 1 year old.

Coinciding with this crack-
down was an explosion of organ 
transplantation despite the 
fact that China did not have a 
voluntary organ donor program. 
Hospital websites were adver-
tising the sale of human organs 
with wait times as short as 2 
weeks and China became a des-
tination for transplant tourism. 
Investigators have concluded 
that organs were being sourced 
from Falun Gong prisoners of 
conscience. 

My family and I immigrated 
to the U.S. in 2008. We are fortu-
nate that we survived the brutal 
persecution and were able to 
come to this free land. In China 
however, there are unknown 
numbers of Falun Gong practi-
tioners and other prisoners of 
conscience including Tibetan 
Buddhists, House Christians 
and Uyghur Muslims in Xinjiang 
province who are still behind 
bars where they are at great risk. 

The efforts of the Texas State 
Legislature to confront the issue 
of forced organ harvesting are 
meaningful and important to 
Texas residents. I personally 
know over 10 Falun Gong prac-
titioners living in the greater 
Houston area, including Katy, 
who were persecuted in China. 
Some of them underwent forc-
ible blood drawing and unusual 
physical examinations which 
were obviously not for the ben-
efit of their health, as they were 
tortured severely. These tests 
were, however, consistent with 
organ matching.

SCR3 is part of a global effort 
to expose transplant abuse in 
China. As a survivor of perse-
cution in China, I am happy to 
see this trend. It is important 
for our medical communities 
and residents to be aware of 
organ harvesting and the risks 
of transplant tourism. No one 
should become an unwitting 
accomplice in this crime against 
humanity. 

For reference:
http://www.stoporganhar-

vesting.org/
https://endtransplantabuse.

org/
https://faluninfo.net/ 
Signed,

Wendy Yang
Katy Times Reader
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Jeffery Scott McGowan 
was born July 27, 1949 in 
Houston, Texas to Bobbie 
and Milton McGowan and 
passed away June 29, 2021.

Scott graduated from 
Katy High School in May 
1967. He attended Sam 
Houston State University 
and graduated from the 
University of Houston. He 
married Pam Morton in 
1969 and had two children, 
Jeffery and Whitney.

Always the athlete, he 
played hard and never quit. 
In high school, he played 
football and was named 
“All District” his senior year. 
He also played basketball 
and ran track. As an adult, 
he played in many baseball 
and softball leagues. Scott 
coached all of Jeffery’s Little 
League and Katy Youth 
Football teams. He became 
an umpire and was al-ways 
in demand in the Katy and 
Spring Branch area.

Scott was a loyal friend 
and always available to 
help others. He could do 
anything, which came in 
handy once he and Pam 
bought the “Tucker Home” 
to restore. He loved telling 
how he got Skeet Poorman 

to agree to cut and move 
the house and had several 
stories about riding with 
Skeet on ‘moving day.’ He 
was a Texas history buff and 
greatly enjoyed historical 
sites, Texas State Parks, and 
obscure small towns.

Scott spent most of his 
career as a valve salesman, 
retiring in April 2016. He 
never truly retired because 
there was always a friend 
or family member needing 
help. He and Pam worked 
together on never-ending 
renovations to their his-
torical home. Many hours 

were spent on the antique 
trail to find something he 
needed for his projects. 
He sometimes fussed 
when Pam came up with 
ideas for the house and 
yard, but he always came 
through to make them 
possible. 

Scott took great joy 
in his grandchildren 
and was a very active 
“Ole Dad” to Matthew, 
Hunter, Emma, Lucas 
and Cameron. They 
quickly learned he was 
a soft touch and knew to 
ask him first when they 
wanted something. He 

was always ready to play 
ball, catch minnows, go 
swimming, watch car-
toons, teach them to drive 
the 4-wheelers, hunt, fish 
or practice baseball funda-
mentals. He attended all 
games and events and was 
very proud of each child. 
Every summer he was the 
assistant camp director 
for “Camp Maggie” and 
helped with the outdoor 
activities that had been 
planned for the grand-
children. The 5L Ranch in 
Leakey was a huge part of 
his life; he passed that love 

and respect for this special 
place to his family.

Scott was saved when 
he was a young teenager 
and was active in the Katy 
Methodist Church. Later he 
joined Katy’s First Baptist 
Church and served as a 
Sunday School teacher, VBS 
volunteer and greeter. 

Scott is survived by his 
wife, Pam; his children Jef-
fery and Anissa McGowan 
of Pattison and Whitney 
and Justin Lock of Katy, 
five grandchildren, and 
a host of extended family 
and friends.

A memorial service will 
be held at 2:00 p.m. Satur-
day, July 10 at Katy’s First 
Baptist Church.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to Katy’s 
First Baptist Church, 600 
Pin Oak, Katy TX 77494 or 
Texas State Parks and Wild-
life Foundation, 2914 Swiss 
Avenue, Dallas, TX 75204.

Funeral services held 
under the direction of:

Schmidt Funeral Home
1508 East Avenue
Katy, Texas 77493

(281) 391-2424
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TRIBUTES

JEFFERY SCOTT McGOWAN
1949-2021

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339
PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH
JOURNEY CHURCH

541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 281-391-3326
SUNDAY SERVICE AT 10:30 AM

WWW.JOURNEYCHURCHKATY.COM
JEREMIAH HILL, LEAD PASTOR

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR
BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH

FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970
MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  
MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689
LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100

COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR
GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  

OF HOUSTON
2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR
KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785
PASTOR RYAN RUSH

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN
PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP

5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282
REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR
RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH

26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG
JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408
DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH

10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494
281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO
WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099
ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM
RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707
FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 
FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

CHRISTIAN
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

(Disciples of Christ)
22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX
ST. PAUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Western Rite
1717 KATY GAP RD. • KATY, TX 77494 • 281-201-6439 

FATHER SYMEON KEES • ADMIN@STPAULKATY.COMCASTBIZ.NET

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER

21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449
FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST

2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897
BOB PULLIAM

WESTPARK CHURCH OF CHRIST
MEETING AT FULSHEAR COMMUNITY CENTER 

281-712-1492  WWW.WESTPARKCOC.ORG

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL

1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785
REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464
PAUL GOEKE, LEAD PASTOR

LIVING WORD EVANGELICAL-LUTHERAN
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS
VICTORY OF THE LAMB– 

WISCONSIN SYNOD
20351 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST - KATY

5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121
 DR. RICHARD L. WHITE, SENIOR PASTOR

GRACE FELLOWSHIP  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)
281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR

HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200

FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR
ST. PETER’S  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031

DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934
BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON
281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH ON THE ROCK

433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

BELIEVERS’ WORLD OUTREACH CHURCH
1600 WOODS ROAD • 888-334-BWOC(2962)
TOMMY AND RACHEL BURCHFIELD, PASTOR

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR
FAITH MANGER CHURCH

20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550
DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE

GARY KERR, PASTOR
THE FELLOWSHIP

22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950
WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR

FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH
 1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD. • 281-646-1084

DON GRIFFIN, PASTOR
HOSANNA!

17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182
JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

KAINOS COMMUNITY CHURCH
19946 SAUMS ROAD • 281-599-1473

JOE AND YOLAND HERRON-PALMORE, PASTORS
KATY BIBLE CHURCH

2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855
MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099

TIM BARKER, PASTOR
KINDRED SPIRIT CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

22025 I-10 W., RAMADA LIMITED HOTEL, RM. 306
281-855-3402 • REV. L. R. FURR, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
2610 GREENBUSCH • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR
CHRISTS MERCY

3506 PORTER RD.  • 281-391-2273
WADE CASHION, PASTOR

NEW HORIZONS  
WORD OF FAITH CHURCH

906 AVENUE A (CHAPEL) • 281-391-6770
EDDIE L. STALLWORTH-CHERRY, JR., PASTOR 
NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH

5423 E FIFITH STREET • 281-829-8985
LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

RESURRECTION CITY CHURCH OF KATY
DR. BLANCHARD D. LAYTON, SR., SENIOR PASTOR

MINISTER CRISELDA VALVERDE, ASSISTANT TO THE PASTOR
CHURCH SERVICES: 11:30 - 1:00

5819 10TH STREET
CHURCH #: 281-291-8596

PASTOR'S CELL 832-332-4687
MINISTER’S CELL: 832-335-2552

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD.

KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

PENTECOSTAL
TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

DR. PHILLIP AND JILL CELEMENTS, PASTORS
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010
MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN

1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080
REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR
281-646-7500

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520

REV. BRIAN LONG
CHRIST CHURCH PCA

10818 GASTON ROAD 
281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE• 281-398-1301
PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST
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BAKER’S BOOKS
Usually Open: Wed-Fri:   2-6 PM

Sat: 10-1PM

@22237 Katy Frwy., TX 
(ad revised: 01/03/20)

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

281-492-6064
21715 Kingsland Blvd. Ste. 105

Katy Tx, 77450
katyteeth.com

M-Th 7am-7pm
Fri. 7am-3pm

Sat. 8am-2pm

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

Your Ad Here!
Call Debbie for more information

281-391-3141

IN YOUR FAMILY’S 
TIME OF NEED...

3923 Fifth Street
Brookshire, TX 77423

281- CLAY-WAY 
(281.252.9929)

ClaysMortuary.com

Luther “Fred” Paben 
was born January 16, 1935, 
in Pattison, Texas. The son 
of Arnold Richard and Inez 
Morgan Paben, he grew up 
in Pattison and attended the 
Royal and Katy schools. After 
graduating from Katy High 
School, he served his country 
in the National Guard until 
1965. He married Ruth Arlene 
Kveton on July 18, 1953, and 
worked as a peanut farmer 
and house mover before 
landing a job with Stoneberg 
Engineering in 1966. From 
Stoneberg, he went to Lubri-
cation Systems in 1967 and 
became a pioneer in the cre-
ation of the oil mist system. 
He worked for Lubrication 
Systems until retiring at age 
65 and then he continued to 
work with them as a contrac-
tor well into his 70s. Through 
work, he enjoyed traveling all 
over the world. He shared this 
love of travel with his wife and 
children.

He was happiest when 
he was helping others.  A 
long-term Katy and Sealy 
resident, he was a leader 
in the Katy Volunteer Fire 
Department and EMS and 
served as an elder and 
church president in the 
Memorial Lutheran Church 
in Katy and at Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Sealy. 
His services also includ-
ed volunteering with the 
American Cancer Society to 
drive cancer patients to their 
appointments, and he was 
an officer in the Sealy Lions 
Club. He enjoyed working 
on projects with the church 
and was instrumental in the 
building of the Memorial 
Lutheran Church bell tower. 

He was a devoted father 
and grandfather, and his 
children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren were 
the joy of his life. 

He passed away on July 7, 
2021, after a lengthy illness 
at his home in Manvel, 
Texas at the age of 86. He is 
survived by his wife of 68 
years, Ruth; children, Dawn 
Holmes and husband Doug, 
Darla Bonar and husband 
Jared, and Doug Paben and 
wife Angie; grandchildren, 
Sheri Towne and husband 
Chris, Aaron Ramsey, 
Robyn McKeever, John 
Coleby McKeever, Joshua 
McKeever, Drew Paben, 
Owen Paben, and Reagan 
Paben; great-grandchildren: 
Zoey Ramos Ramsey, Nikko 
Towne, and Kaylee Smalley; 
sister: Sadie Paben; and 
brother, Ervin Paben and 
wife Wanda; and many oth-
er dear friends and relatives. 
Fred was preceded in death 
by his parents and brothers: 
Lee Roy Paben, Johnnie 
Paben, and Arnold Paben.

LUTHER "FRED" PABEN
1935-2021

COURTESY CARTER SHARBROUGH/KATY MASONIC LODGE

Members of Katy Masonic Lodge celebrate St. John the Baptist 
Day on June 24. Pictured from left to right are District 108 

Communications Officer and Past Master Carter Sharbrough, 
Adrian Martinez; District 108 Deputy Grand Master David C. 

Bernt, Past Master Larry Arnold; Senior Warden Glenn Jackson, 
FC Mason, Worshipful Master Michael Spencer, EA Mason; Past 

Master Jim Muller, EA Mason; Tiler Bart Dawson, Senior Deacon 
Magver Infante, Junior Warden Dusten Garrett, and Past Master 

and Treasurer Glenn Royal. Seated: James Sharbrough. Seated 
in the front is 90-year-old Texas Mason James Sharbrough who 

has been a Mason for 67 years. 
Editor’s note: Texas Grand Lodge law forbids the naming of 

Entered Apprentice Masons or Fellowcraft Masons in news 
publications. Therefor, they are identified only as EA Mason or 

FC Mason, respectively in the caption above.

MASONS CELEBRATE ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST DAY
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DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE
YOUR MESSAGE HERE FOR JUST $40.00 per week

For more information, contact Debbie Prejean
281-391-3141 • debbie.prejean@katytimes.com

YOUR AD HEREINSURANCE

We are an Independent agency with a multiple carriers. 
Let us shop our numerous choices to find the best 
coverage and most affordable price for you!

25807 Westheimer Parkway|Suite 303 832-810-0303
Katy, TX 77494 BrightwayHebert.com

Charlie & Amy Hebert - Owners

BRIGHTWAY INSURANCE
We can help with Home, Auto,
Flood, Umbrella & More!

@charliehebertinsurance

SECURE ~ SAFE ~ CLEAN
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED.

WHERE WE TREAT YOU LIKE FAMILY.
1555 W. Grand Pkwy N., Katy, TX 77493 ~ 281.395.3449

www.selfstorageinkaty.com  • sunnysselfstorage@gmail.com

GRAND PARKWAY
SELF STORAGE

LIMITED AVAILABILITY!!
CALL AND RESERVE

to secure your unit today!
Thank you, Katy!

of

2021
2nd Place

Elevate With Royal FFA
BY MELANI ALANIS
EDITORIAL INTERN

On Tuesday, July 6, the 
Royal FFA chapter officer 
teams, and Lone Star Degree 
recipients traveled to Fort 
Worth to attend the 93rd 
Texas FFA State Convention 
where they competed in 
events, attended workshops, 
received Lone Star Degrees, 
heard from expert speakers 
at the sessions and got to 
explore the exhibit hall.

“There is nothing else in 
this state like the Texas FFA 
State Convention,” Spanish 
Creed Speaking participant 
Alondra Melendez said. 
“When you’re there, you 
know that you’re surround-
ed by people who share 
similar values and passions, 
and you not only get to cel-
ebrate other’s achievements 
but also get to have days full 
of fun with friends that are 
practically family.”

Royal FFA members said 
they enjoyed the convention 
and could relate to the 2021 
Texas FFA State Conven-
tion’s theme of “Elevate.” 
The sessions at the conven-
tion included “Elevate Lead-
ership” to “Elevate Commu-
nity” prompting members 

from all over the state to 
come together to listen to 
retiring officer speeches and 
keynote speakers such as 
the National FFA Secretary 
Anna Mathis.

“In these sessions, the re-
tiring officer speeches were 
supposed to be on some-
thing we can take home and 
integrate into our everyday 
lives and chapters,” Royal 
FFA Chapter Vice President 
Hanna Ulbricht said. “I 
loved how they had some 
personal information and 

made it more sentimental 
and got people engaged.”

“The FFA Convention 
was a one-of-a-kind expe-
rience,” Royal High School 
Graduate Nimve Nuñez said. 
“Being able to experience 
this helped me gain a new 
level of admiration for this 
program.”

An event that Royal 
competed in this year at the 
convention was the Spanish 
Creed Speaking Contest 
in which Melendez placed 
top three in her heat and 

advanced to finals.
“On my first day, I was 

full of nerves, anxiously 
awaiting my turn to go in 
for Spanish Creed Speak-
ing,” Melendez said. “I had 
worked for over a month 
to memorize the creed and 
get to a point where I was 
comfortable answering a 
variety of questions about it 
in Spanish.”

The fourth general 
session “Elevate the Fu-
ture” started with opening 
ceremonies in Spanish for 

the first time in convention 
history. The introduction 
was performed by members 
competing in the Spanish 
Creed Speaking event. Later 
in the session, awards and 
recognition for the speaking 
events were announced.

“When the speaker 
announced that I had gotten 
eighth place I was elated 
and giddy as I was given my 
banner,” Melendez said. “I 
had never won in a state FFA 
contest, and it’s everyone’s 
goal in this organization to 
receive one of those coveted 
banners at least once in 
their FFA journey.”

At the “Elevate the 
Journey” session recognition 
was also given to Mr. Woods 
Classroom which was the 
name given to the group that 
competed in the Justin Boots 
FFA STEM Contest which 
consisted of Melendez, 
Melani Alanis, Alexis Ibarra, 
Samantha Lopez, and Emily 
Contreras. 

“Hard work pays off, no 
matter what people say,” 
Ibarra said.

Royal FFA Lone Star 
Degree Recipients got to 
walk across the stage during 
the convention and receive 
their Lone Star Charms, an 

award received only after 
meeting certain milestones 
as members of the FFA. (For 
more information on the 
Lone Star Degree, visit www.
texasffa.org.) The Royal FFA 
Lonestar Degree recipients 
consisted of Alanis, Hanna 
Ulbricht, Angel Velasquez, 
Ibarra, Nimve Nuñez, 
Contreras, Juan Grimaldo, 
Melendez and Samantha 
Lopez.

“When I got my Lonestar 
Degree it was an experience 
that I will never forget.” 
Ibarra said. “It felt as if I 
became a part of a bigger 
family.” 	

While at the convention, 
members from the Royal 
FFA Chapter were able to at-
tend the “Value in Me, Value 
in You” workshop which 
was led by the National FFA 
Southern Vice President 
Artha Jonassaint prompting 
members to get out of their 
seats and mingle with mem-
bers from other chapters.

“State FFA Convention 
was truly a great opportu-
nity to meet and greet with 
other members,” Royal FFA 
Chapter President Kaelyn 
Hein said. “Convention this 
year was definitely an expe-
rience like no other.”

Local pet experts offer summer safety tips
BY MEGAN BIASIOLLI
EDITORIAL INTERN

It’s a summer filled with pool parties, 
beach balls, beach crowds, volleyball, and 
family gatherings. This summer people are 
starting to get back to enjoying the summer 
sun with family and friends, but it is im-
portant to remember to keep pets safe and 
healthy, local experts said. 

“The biggest thing is our Texas heat is 
pretty strong, so I always say keep your pets 
cool this summer.” owner of Patsy’s Pet 
Market, Patsy McGirl said.

McGirl sells healthy food and treats for 
dogs and cats and provides grooming ser-
vices at her store at 1644 S. Mason Road in 
the Katy area. Her goal is to “strengthen the 

human-animal connection,” she said. Six 
years ago she moved to Katy and opened 
Patsy’s Pet Market to make that happen. 
The store offers grooming, dog walking 
clinics and training workshops.

When it comes to traveling it requires 
preparation and action to ensure that 
pets are safe, said Ana Rodriguez, out-
reach coordinator for Citizens for Animal 
Protection. CAP operates an animal shelter 
that accepts donations, volunteers and 
has a clinic to ensure animals are safe and 
healthy. They welcome animals into the 
shelter, and ensure they are adopted into 
loving, safe homes.

Summertime is when dogs are in 
danger of getting heat stroke, McGirl said. 
It is important to keep dogs cool and not 

leave them out in the sun for too long. Pets 
should not be left in the car because of 
intense heat exposure. Bored animals can 
also tear car seats and furniture, she added. 

It is also important to keep cats cool, 
and give them fresh, clean water, McGirl 
said. If a cat lives outdoors, it is crucial they 
can get inside to get away from the heat. 

McGirl said pet owners should walk 
their dogs before 9 a.m. or after 7:30 p.m. 
to avoid the hottest parts of the day and 
always have their dog on a leash.

Giving dogs watermelon and putting ice 
in their water bowl will help them cool off 
and stay hydrated, McGirl said.  

McGirl said dog owners should make 
cooling bandanas by taking any fabric and 
soaking it in water, then putting it into a 
zip lock bag and placing it in the freezer. 
The next day, tie it around the dog’s neck to 
help cool them off when they are outside. 

Fleas can be a big problem for both cats 
and dogs in the summer, McGirl said. Pet 
owners should visit their veterinarian to 
prevent pets from being infested with fleas.

When going to the beach it is important 
to bring water and find shade for pets, Mc-
Girl said. She also said it is essential to keep 
dog’s fur short during the summer to keep 
them cool, whether they are at the beach or 
some other vacation spot. 

“The safest way to travel with your pet is 
with your pet secured in a crate,” Rodriguez 
said. 

Pets should have a crate big enough for 
them to stand, turn around and lay down in 
while traveling, Rodriguez said. Pet owners 
should use clips to secure the crate in a car 
the same way a person secures a car seat for 
a child. 

Rodriguez also said to take pets to some-
one you know if you are not bringing them 
on vacation and periodically check on their 
pets while out of town. People should also 
take things that are familiar to their pet like 
their crate, leash, favorite toys and treats. 

When traveling with a pet on an air-
plane, pet owners should do some research 
about where their pet will be placed, Rodri-
guez said. Not all dogs can handle the cargo 
area, so it is important to ask the airline 
about what the environment will be like to 
see if it is a fit for their animal. 

Pet owners should also consult with 
their veterinarian about if they can pre-
scribe something that can calm a pet’s 

anxiety while on a trip, Rodriguez said.
It is also important to keep gates locked 

and secured. Many dogs were able to get 
out of their backyard in fear when hearing 
the fireworks on the Fourth of July and the 
period just after. Rodriguez said that on 
Thursday July 8 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. there 
was still a line of people bringing lost dogs 
they’d found after the recent holiday. 

Preparation, research, and action are the 
keys to making sure that pets are safe and 
protected, McGill and Rodriguez said.

COURTESY CITIZENS FOR ANIMAL PROTECTION

Theodore was recently adopted from Citizens for Animal 
Protection into a permanent home. Dogs like Theodore need 
owners that look out for them to keep them safe during 
Texas’ extraordinary summer heat.

MEGAN BIASIOLLI

Patsy McGirl is the owner of Patsy’s Pet Market. Pictured here 
with a client’s pet, Patsy offers a variety of services at her 
shop including healthy food and treats, grooming and pet 
training workshops.

COURTESY CHRISTY JACOB

Lone Star Degree Recipients left to right: Angel Velásquez, Jessica Payton, Juan Grimaldo, Kayla Longoria, Melani Alanis, Emily 
Contreras, Alexis Ibarra, Alondra Meléndez, Samantha López, Nimve Núñez and Hanna Ulbricht.
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WORD AD RATE
$14.00 per week for 15 words. Each additional word 54¢.

DEADLINES
Display Ads ....... Friday noon         Word Ads ....... Monday noon

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Your Classifi ed Ad Source In Print & Online!

Call 281-391-3141
or visit www.katytimes.com

to place your ad today!

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLISHER’S 
NOTICE:

	 All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference, limi-
tation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status or national origin, or 
an intention or discrimination.” Fa-
milial status includes children under 
the age of 18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant women 
and people securing custody of chil-
dren under 18.
	 This newspaper will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. 
Our readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain of 
discrimination call HUD toll-free 
at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free tele-
phone number for the 
hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

SUBSCRIBE! 281-391-3141

560
WANT TO BUY

620
HOUSES FOR SALE

2,000 SQ FT, 4 
bedroom, 3 bath, 
fireplace, kitchen 
island, granite 
downstairs bar 
located in quiet 
neighborhood in 
Crystal Beach, 
Tx by School. For 
more information, 
call 936-488-1314.

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

ARE YOU ADVERTISING?
Your business is open. Your lights are on.

INVITE PEOPLE IN.
To advertise, call us at

281-391-3141

July 8
Puzzle Answers

TRAVEL TRAIL-
ER/POP-UP OR 
RV.  Minor work 
is OK. Call John 
832-773-2657.

NOW HIRING:
Springhill Suites by Marriott

Katy Mills
is hiring full time/part time front 

desk agents, no experience needed. 
Must be able to work nights,
weekends and most holidays.

Please apply at our property
located at

2501 Texmati Dr. Katy TX 77494
or give Cassandra a call to

281-644-4455

Travers & Travers is a busy family law office in 
Katy looking for a full-time employee.

We are truly a family and are looking for someone 
who wants to join our team on a long-term basis.

Please email resume with salary requirements as 
well as any questions to apply@katylawyer.com

Job Requirements:
- Some college preferred; high school diploma
   required.
- 3+ years of office experience required.
- Previous law firm experience preferred.
- Excellent communication skills, including polite
  and courteous interactions with clients,
  attorneys, and co-workers.
- High level of attention to detail, and ability
  to follow direction and seek clarification when
  needed.
- Ability to organize and prioritize numerous
  tasks and complete them under time constraints.
- Ability to work well both independently and
  within a team concept.
- Ability to handle and maintain confidential
  information.

ADMIN/SECRETARY

Business Analyst – Pipeline Applications 
Engineering positions (2 openings) in 
Katy, TX – Draft engineering requirements 
for software applications, prepare engineer-
ing design specifications in pipeline integri-
ty management, assist with the engineering 
aspects of  migration of  desktop application 
to a cloud-based integration platform hub, 
identify requirements for new general engi-
neering applications of  desktop and cloud-
based integration platform hub, comply 
with delivery timelines by consulting with 
other employees, and draft and execute test 
specifications for validation of  engineering 
requirements incorporated into software. 
Bachelor’s degree in Petroleum, Mechanical, 
or Chemical Engineering and 24 months of  
experience as Business Analyst – Pipeline 
Applications Engineering, Engineer Prod-
uct Integrity or any other position involving 
business analysis of  commercial engineering 
applications software for pipeline industry. 
Send resumes to EICE International, LLC, 
440 Cobia Dr, Unit 901, Katy, TX 77494. NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice Is Hereby Given That The Building And Standards 
Commission Of The City Of Katy, Texas, Will Hold A 
Public Hearing On Tuesday, July 27, 2021, At 4:00 P.M. 
In Council Chambers At Katy City Hall, 901 Avenue C. 
Said Hearing Is To Hear And Discuss Final Corrective 
Action For An Enclosed Area Below The Floodplain. 
Legal Description: 610 Woods Lane, Katy Townsite, 
U/R, Tract 3 (A-393) In Fort Bend County. Property 
Owner Of Record Is Wesley And Lauren Shutter. Agent is
Doug Nugent. All Other Vested Interests In The Property 
Are Hereby Notified. 

The Building And Standards Commission Will Allow For 
Public Comment On This Matter. 

TexSCAN Week of 
July 11-17, 2021

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTION
2 Day Farm Auction – Chouteau, OK – Thurs., July 
22, starts at 8:46 a.m.; Fri., July 23, starts at 10:36 a.m. 
Thurs.: farm equipment, shop & woodworking tools, 
welders, antiques & collectibles, generators, storage 
tanks, concrete tools & mixers, power tools and more. 
Fri.: 15+ John Deere tractors, Classic tractors, dozer, 
telehandler, skidsteer, hay equipment, bale wrapper, 
30+ flatbed & enclosed trailers, no-till drill, power 
washer, gravity wagon, wagons, buggies & carts and 
more. 5884 W. 620 Rd., Chouteau, OK 74337. For full 
terms, photos and updates visit chuppsauction.com. 
Chupps Auction & Real Estate, Dale & Maria Chupp, 
Coldwell Banker Neokla Select, 918-630-0495.

Corpus Christi Fleet Maintenance Auction, Sat., 
July 17, 10 a.m., 5352 Ayers St., Corpus Christi, TX. 
Bid live on-site or on-line. Viewing: Fri., July. 16, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m.; sale day: 8-10 a.m. 10% B.P. Partial listing: 
backhoes, motorgrader, Cat D3C, steel whl rollers, cars, 
pickups, vans, dump trks, crane trks, trash trks, car lifts, 
mini ecavators, tire machines, compressers, lathes, 
utility trks, Pintel hitch tlrs, SUVs, ATVs, ambulances, 
brush fire trks, fire engine, a-frames, bumper-pull trlrs 
& much more. www.siskauction.com, TXS#7425, John 
Sisk Auctioneers, Inc., 361-456-7771.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup 
power during utility power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional terms and conditions. 
1-855-704-8579.

RETIREMENT
NEED HELP WITH YOUR RETIREMENT PLAN? 
If you have questions about your pension, 401(k) or 
profit sharing plan, call the South Central Pension 
Rights Project at (800) 443-2528 to get free legal 
advice. Funded by the U.S. Administration on Aging, 
SCPRP staff provides free legal assistance to anyone 
with a question about their retirement plan. CALL US 
TODAY 1-800-443-2528.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Paraquat – Parkinson’s Disease. If you were 
exposed to the herbicide Parquat and have been 
diagnosed with Parkinson’s Disease, you may be 
entitled to compensation. Call 800-444-9112 for more 
information. Pulaski Kherkher, PLLC.

TRUCK DRIVERS
Be Your Own Boss, Choose Your Own Routes! 
Looking for CDL drivers to deliver new trucks all 
over the country, starting in Laredo, TX. Experience 
preferred. Must have DOT physical and be willing 
to keep logs. No DUIs in the last 10 years, clean 
MVR. Quality Drive-Away. Apply online at 
www.qualitydriveaway.com or call 574-642-2023.

WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. ANR Enterprises, 956-466-7001. 

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com..

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Call today to discuss your advertising plan.
281-391-3141

HOW TO KILL A BUSINESS
IN TEN EASY STEPS

Call today to discuss your advertising plan

1. DON’T ADVERTISE. Just pretend everybody know what 

you have to off er.

2. DON’T ADVERTISE. Tell yourself you just don’t have the 

time to spend thinking about promoting your business.

3. DON’T ADVERTISE. Just assume everybody knows what 

you sell.

4. DON’T ADVERTISE. Convince yourself that you’ve been in 

business so long customers will automatically come to you.

5. DON’T ADVERTISE. Forget that there are new potential 

customers who would do business with you if they were 

urged to do so.

6. DON’T ADVERTISE. Forget that you have a competition 

trying to attract your customers away from you.

7. DON’T ADVERTISE. Tell yourself it costs too much to 

advertise and that you don’t get enough out of it.

8. DON’T ADVERTISE. Overlook the fact that advertising is an 

invesement in selling - not an expense.

9. DON’T ADVERTISE. Be sure not to provide an adequate 

advertising budget for your business.

10. DON’T ADVERTISE. Forget that you have to keep 

reminding your establised customers that you appreciate 

their business.

Call Debbie at 281-391-3141
or visit us online at
www.katytimes.com

Showcase your stuff
for sale in the Classifieds!

PUBLIC NOTICE
I am Mrs. Comfort Anuchauka 
Ugorji.

Am currently residing in Katy, 
Texas with my daughter. “Am 
alive”.
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Texas House attempting reset on contentious elections bill

BY PATRICK SVITEK AND
CASSANDRA POLLOCK
THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

The Texas House is 
starting off on a new foot on 
the contentious elections 
proposal that blew up the 
regular legislative session.

As a special session reviv-
ing the Republican-priority 
bill got underway Thursday, 
there were ample signs that 
the lower chamber was tak-
ing a fresh approach to the 
legislation, at least procedur-
ally. The bill has a new au-
thor who is moving early to 
get colleagues’ input, and it 
is going through a new com-
mittee that House Speaker 
Dade Phelan, R-Beaumont, 
says he created to bring 
more diverse perspectives to 
the issue.

The attempt at a reset 
comes as House Democrats 
have said repeatedly they 
plan to fight the legislation at 
every opportunity and that 
tactics such as leaving the 
state to again break quorum 
are still on the table. In the 
final hours of the regular 
session that ended in May, 
Democrats staged a walkout 
that killed the election bill 
that Abbott had earmarked 
as a priority.

That legislation, Senate 
Bill 7, would have placed 
new limits on early voting 
hours, local voting options 
and mail ballots. Democrats 
have said the bill amounted 
to voter suppression that 
would have made it more 
difficult in particular for 
people of color in Texas to 
vote. The House and Senate 
versions of the elections 
proposal filed for the special 
session are fairly similar but 
not identical to the version 
debated at the end of the 
regular session.

“Every option is on the 
table. We are going to use 
every parliamentary means 
in front of us to combat 
this,” Rep. Armando Walle, 
D-Houston, told reporters 
during a news confer-
ence hosted by the House 
Democratic Caucus after 
the chamber adjourned 
Thursday. He declined to 
offer specifics when asked by 
a reporter for further details 
a few minutes later.

Even as Phelan has made 
overtures with colleagues 
over the second effort to pass 
an election bill, he has also 
made clear that he could 

take a harder line against 
fleeing Democrats than he 
did at the end of the regular 
session.

“My Democratic col-
leagues have been quoted 
saying all options are on 
the table" for the voting 
legislation in the special ses-
sion, Phelan told KXAN on 
Wednesday. "Respectfully, 
all options are on the table 
for myself as well.”

The House’s revised 
approach to the voting leg-
islation is in contrast to the 
Senate. In that chamber, Sen. 
Bryan Hughes, a Mineola 
Republican, is again carry-
ing the omnibus election 
proposal, which for a second 
time will be considered 
before the upper chamber’s 
State Affairs Committee, 
which Hughes chairs. The 
committee is set to consider 
the legislation Saturday.

One of the starkest 
changes to the elections bill 
in the House for the special 
session was its author. Rep. 
Briscoe Cain, the Deer Park 
Republican who chairs the 
House Elections Committee, 
carried the bill in the regular 
session, but Phelan tapped 
Rep. Andrew Murr, R-Junc-
tion, to take the lead on it 
during the special session. 
Murr currently chairs the 
House Corrections Com-
mittee.

On Wednesday, Murr 
sent a letter to House col-
leagues announcing he had 
filed House Bill 3 and was 
soliciting their feedback.

“Because this subject is 
important to all Members 
and their constituents, and 
given the compressed time 
frame of the special session, 
I welcome any questions, 
discussions or comments 
you may have,” Murr wrote, 
inviting members to call him 
or come by his office.

Cain did not return a re-
quest for comment Thursday 
about no longer authoring 
the bill. He had some rocky 
moments shepherding the 
legislation during the regular 
session, fumbling over pro-
cedural errors during com-
mittee process or struggling 
at times to defend it during 
floor debate.

During a committee 
hearing on Senate Bill 7 in 
March, for example, Cain 
abruptly ended a hearing 
after he refused to take 
questions from Rep. Nicole 
Collier, a Fort Worth Dem-

ocrat and chair of the Texas 
Legislative Black Caucus, 
who had asked to participate 
in the hearing. Cain made 
a procedural error when he 
recessed the committee by 
failing to announce a time 
members would reconvene. 
That error meant the hearing 
would not continue that day. 
More than 100 people who 
had traveled to the Capitol to 
testify on the bill were sent 
home.

Earlier this week, Phelan 
announced the formation of 
the House Select Committee 
on Constitutional Rights and 
Remedies, saying it would 
address potential agenda 
items for the special session. 
(The agenda had not been 
revealed yet at that point.)

Phelan said Wednes-
day that he established the 
select committee to “to get 
a broader perspective of 
House members involved” 
— and made clear he had 
the elections bill in mind.

“For instance, on the 
Elections Committee, there 
were no African Americans 
… and that was not by my 
choice, that was by commit-
tee preferences,” Phelan told 
KXAN. “I thought in this in-
stance, with the seriousness 
of election integrity, I could 
create a committee that had 
an African American female, 
an African American male 
on it, that we could diversify 
geographically and political-
ly to get all perspectives to 
where we could say this was 
an election integrity bill that 
everyone had input."

The Black members on 
the committee are its vice 
chair, Rep. Senfronia Thomp-
son — a Houston Democrat 
who is the longest-serving 
woman and Black legislator 
— and Rep. James White, a 
Hillister Republican.

Phelan did not put Cain 
on the new panel, nor did he 
tap Rep. Jessica González, 
a Dallas Democrat who 
serves as vice chair of the 
Elections Committee. But he 
did tap Rep. Travis Clardy, 
R-Nacogdoches, a member 
of the Elections Committee 
who had helped Cain with 
the elections bill during the 
regular session.

On Thursday, the main 
elections bill for the special 
session — HB 3 — as well 
as other voting-related 
proposals were referred to 
the select committee instead 
of the Elections Committee. 

The election bill was set for 
a hearing set to start 8 a.m. 
Saturday.

During Democrats’ news 
conference Thursday, Rep. 
Chris Turner, a Grand Prairie 
Democrat who chairs his 
party’s caucus, said that 
the legislation, despite any 
changes that may be made to 

it, “is inherently flawed.”
“The bottom line on HB 3 

is, just like SB 7, it’s based on 
a lie,” Turner told report-
ers. “It’s based on a lie that 
there’s rampant problems in 
our elections and the big lie 
that Donald Trump actually 
won the last election.”

This article originally ap-

peared in The Texas Tribune 
at https://www.texastribune.
org/2021/07/08/texas-house-

reset-election-bill/. The 
Texas Tribune is a mem-

ber-supported, nonpartisan 
newsroom informing and 

engaging Texans on state pol-
itics and policy. Learn more 

at texastribune.org.

CONTRIBUTED

Voting signs sit outside of the South Austin Recreation Center polling site in October of 2020. Legislators began a special 
session July 8 to address, among other things, voting legislation that Republicans say will secure elections in the state. 
Democrats say the legislation is exclusionary and designed to reduce access to the polls for minorities.

Media Release for Free and Reduced-Price Meals

Aristoi Classical Academy announced its policy today for providing free and reduced-price meals for 
children served under the attached current income eligibility guidelines. Each school/site or the central 
office has a copy of the policy, which may be reviewed by anyone on request.

Starting on July 19, 2021, Aristoi Classical Academy will begin distributing letters to the households of 
the children in the district about eligibility benefits and any actions households need to take to apply for 
these benefits. Applications also are available at the District Office located on 5610 Morton Road, Katy, 
Texas, 77493.

Criteria for Free and Reduced-Price Meal Benefits

The following criteria will be used to determine a child’s eligibility for free or reduced-price meal benefits:

Income
 1. Household income that is at or below the income eligibility levels

Categorical or Automatic Eligibility

 2. Household receiving Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Temporary
  Assistance for Needy Families (TANF); or Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations
  (FDPIR)

Program Participant

 3. Child’s status as a foster child, homeless, runaway, migrant, or displaced by a declared disaster

 4. Child’s enrollment in Head Start or Even Start

Income Eligibility
For those households that qualify for free or reduced-price meals based on income, an adult in the
household must fill out free and reduced-price meal application and return it to Karla Begnaud, Child 
Nutrition Coordinator, kbegnaud@aristoiclassical.org (281) 574-6152. Those individuals filling out the 
application will need to provide the following information:

1. Names of all household members

2. Amount, frequency, and source of current income for each household member

3. Last 4 digits of the Social Security number of the adult household member who signs the
 application or, if the adult does not have a social security number, check the box for
 “No Social Security number”

4. Signature of an adult household member attesting that the information provided is correct

Categorical or Program Eligibility

Aristoi Classical Academy is working with local agencies to identify all children who are categorically
and program eligible. Aristoi Classical Academy will notify the households of these children that they
do not need to complete an application. Any household that does not receive a letter and feels it should 
have should contact Karla Begnaud, Child Nutrition Coordinator at (281) 574-6152,
kbegnaud@aristoiclassical.org.

Any household that wishes to decline benefits should contact Karla Begnaud, Child Nutrition Coordinator
at (281) 574-6152, kbegnaud@aristoiclassical.org.

Applications may be submitted anytime during the school year. Applications may be accessed by visiting 
https://schoolcafe.com or by downloading the SchoolCafé App to your mobile device. Paper applications 
are available at the District Office or by contacting Karla Begnaud at childnutrition@aristoiclassical.org. 
The information households provide on the application will be used for the purpose of determining
eligibility. Applications may also be verified by the school officials at any time during the school year.

Determining Eligibility
Under the provisions of the free and reduced-price meal policy, Karla Begnaud, Child Nutrition
Coordinator will review applications and determine eligibility. Households or guardians dissatisfied with 
the Reviewing Official’s eligibility determination may wish to discuss the decision with the Reviewing 
Official on an informal basis. Households wishing to make a formal appeal for a hearing on the decision 
may make a request either orally or in writing to Brenda Davidson, Superintendent and Headmaster at 
(281) 391-5003, bdavidson@aristoiclassical.org.

Unexpected Circumstances
If a household member becomes unemployed or if the household size increases, the household should 
contact the school. Such changes may make the children of the household eligible for benefits if the 
household’s income falls at or below the attached current income eligibility guidelines.

New author, new committee in special session

Fed judge finds U.S. government inaction 
factor in Sutherland Springs shooting
BY ALLYSON WALLER
THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

A federal judge ruled July 6 that the fed-
eral government was mostly responsible for 
Texas' deadliest mass shooting at a Suther-
land Springs church in 2017, concluding 
that the U.S. government failed to submit 
information that could have prevented the 
gunman from purchasing the assault rifle he 
used to gun down 26 people.

On Nov. 5, 2017, Devin Kelley, 26, opened 
fire during a Sunday service at First Baptist 
Church in Sutherland Springs outside of San 
Antonio, using a Model 8500 Ruger AR-556, 
fitted with a 30-round magazine, that he 
purchased from Academy Sports + Outdoors 
the previous year. Kelley later died from a 
self-inflicted gunshot wound after two men 
chased him as he fled the scene, according 
to The Dallas Morning News.

He formerly served in the U.S. Air Force 
at Holloman Air Force Base in New Mexico. 
In 2012, Kelley was convicted of assaulting 
his wife and stepson, and in 2014, he was 
released from the U.S. Air Force on a bad 
conduct discharge. According to the deci-
sion by federal Judge Xavier Rodriguez of the 
Western District of Texas, Kelley’s likely tar-
get was his mother-in-law, Michelle Shields, 
who was a member of First Baptist Church 
but wasn’t in the church at the time.

The federal lawsuit, which was consoli-
dated from numerous complaints brought 
by survivors and families of shooting 
victims, accused the federal government of 
negligence, citing the U.S. Air Force’s failure 
to report Kelley’s assault conviction to the 
FBI.

Under the federal Brady Handgun 
Violence Prevention Act, enacted in 1993, 
federal agencies are required to report 
people who are prohibited from purchasing 
firearms for reasons including a domestic vi-
olence conviction or dishonorable discharge 
from the military.

In the ruling, Rodriguez said the con-
viction should have prevented Kelley from 
purchasing the weapon he used to attack the 
church. The Air Force “had an obligation to 
submit the final disposition report to the FBI 
within 15 days,” according to the ruling.

However, because it was not reported 

to the FBI and entered into its databases, 
Academy was able to proceed with sale of 
the weapon.

Rodriguez said the U.S. government was 
60% responsible for harm caused by the 
shooting and liable for damages.

“The Court concludes that the Govern-
ment failed to exercise reasonable care in its 
undertaking to submit criminal history to 
the FBI,” Rodriguez wrote in the ruling. “The 
Government’s failure to exercise reasonable 
care increased the risk of physical harm to 
the general public, including Plaintiffs. And 
its failure ... caused the deaths and injuries 
of [the victims] at the Sutherland Springs 
First Baptist Church on November 5, 2017.”

The federal decision follows a recent state 
ruling from the Texas Supreme Court that 
essentially shields Academy from being sued 
for selling Kelley the weapon.

This article originally appeared in The 
Texas Tribune at https://www.texastribune.

org/2021/07/07/texas-sutherland-springs-
shooting-court-ruling/. The Texas Tribune is 

a member-supported, nonpartisan news-
room informing and engaging Texans on 

state politics and policy. Learn more at 
texastribune.org.

SHELBY KNOWLES FOR THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

Hannah Krueger added a cross to a memorial near the First 
Baptist Church in Sutherland Springs on Nov. 8, 2017, three 
days after a mass shooting there.
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For football fans, the season is a couple of 
months away. But now, for local high school 
coaches and players, football is in an infor-
mal, seven-on-seven format.

Seven-on-seven football is different from 
Friday night football at Legacy Stadium. The 
field is 45 yards long, not 100 as in regular 
football.

As for the players, the most obvious 
difference is the number of players on a 
side. Regular football features 11 players. On 
offense, a team has a quarterback, five offen-
sive linemen and a mix of running backs and 
wide receivers. By contrast, seven-on-seven 
football features the quarterback, five wide 
receivers and a center. 

A running back might substitute for a wide 
receiver now and then. Seven-on-seven foot-
ball has no running plays, though. Passing is 
the focus here.

The center is the only offensive lineman, 
but he does not block as in regular football. 
Mayde Creek coach J Jensen said the center 
snaps the ball to the quarterback. The center 
then takes some steps and moves a cone to 
the line of scrimmage after the play ends.

“It’s a good way for the center to get some 
shotgun snaps in,” Jensen said.

Regular football is about contact and 
collision. Seven-on-seven football eliminates 
defensive tackling. Still, it enables teams 
to practice their defensive schemes. Or, if 
they’re up to it, they might try something 
different.

“Some teams run seven-on-seven defens-
es,” Jensen said. 

Jensen, who watches the games with-
out any official formal role in the voluntary 
activity taken on by the student-athletes, said 
the informal games allow the team to try de-
fensive and offensive strategies on the field. 
Keeping an eye on the games is a way for the 
coaches to judge how their players are doing 
outside of regular practice as well.

Senior wide receiver Jordan Kelly partic-
ipated in his first seven-on-seven action this 
summer.

“I’m used to tackle football, but we went 
out and competed,” Kelly said.

A large seven-on-seven state tournament 

has taken place for years. A team qualifies by 
winning a qualifying tournament. Tompkins’ 
did that this year.

Jensen said his players who participated in 
the seven-on-seven this year didn’t get start-
ed in time for the qualifying tournaments. So, 
Rams players joined Jordan, Morton Ranch, 
Sealy and Taylor for their informal matchups. 
Jensen said the Rams players finished 4-4 on 
their summer schedule which ended in June. 

Senior linebacker James Rhodes said the 
seven-on-seven games gave the Rams players 
a chance to learn some things about them-

selves.
“We put in the work every day to get 

better,” Rhodes said. “We played eight games 
hard. The record is pretty half-and-half, but 
at the end of the day it’s all about the work we 
put in.”

Jensen said he and his coaches want 
to teach and build on the positives of the 
experience to help the athletes in the regular 
season.

“(They) did some good stuff, and … some 
stuff we (them) need to improve on,” Jensen 
said.

Jensen knows his way around Mayde 
Creek. He’s a 1998 graduate of that school 
and was a captain on a regional semi-finalist 
team there. He began his coaching career in 
2003 at Morton Ranch Junior High. In 2005 
he rejoined Mayde Creek as an offensive line 
coach.

Jensen joined the Alief Taylor program 
in 2010 as offensive coordinator and helped 
the Lions reach the playoffs in his four years 
there.

Area high school footballers play
seven-on-seven during summer

BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Special Olympics Texas is taking 
things outside as it recaptures its 
pre-pandemic normal.

The focus on outdoor sports is one 
precaution Special Olympics is taking. 
Another is pushing out the schedule. 
Summer games were reset to Septem-
ber. Fall games were reset to October.

The sport receiving local attention 
now is bocce. Program coordinator 
Aaron Keith said bocce tournaments 
are set for every Monday through July 
26 at the Pearland Parks and Recre-
ation Center.

The outdoor sport has European 
origins but is popular worldwide.

Keith said a Houston-area commu-
nity-wide “return to play” celebration 
is being planned for Aug. 4.

Local volunteers helping
local athletes

Katy-area volunteers are help-
ing make things happen, Keith said. 
One local supporter is Harris County 
Precinct 5 Constable Ted Heap. Keith 
said Heap’s son, Andrew, is an athlete 
who participates in Special Olympics. 
Heap volunteers through coaching and 
serving as an official during games.

“(Heap) is a jack of all trades,” Keith 
said.

One of the athletes Heap has 
coached is Shelby Day. Shelby is a 

31-year-old Katy resident with a rare 
chromosomal disorder. Her parents, 
Steve Day and Kari Day, are her guard-
ians.

Kari said her daughter is part of the 
Katy Wolf Pack team. Katy has several 
Special Olympics teams, including the 
Katy Blue Angels, Katy Comets and 
Katy Development Clinic.

Kari said her daughter has compet-
ed in basketball, softball and bowling. 
Special Olympics athletes can take part 
in only one port sport per season.

“Her favorite sports are swimming 
and equestrian,” Kari said.

Shelby has participated in thera-
peutic horseback riding for more than 
20 years, Day said.

This year, Shelby and her father 
are playing golf. Shelby and Steve play 
through a nine-hole course. Shelby 
takes a swing, then Steve takes a swing.

“It’s pretty cool,” Kari said. “She’s 
having fun. They usually practice on 

Mondays, but have missed the past 
couple of Mondays because of the 
rain.”

Some school districts enable Special 
Olympics athletes to train with regular 
student-athletes. Such arrangements 
enable both sides to learn from each 
other. Kari said Katy Independent 
School District bylaws prevent a local 
arrangement.

Shelby's story as a Special Olym-
pics athlete is remarkable in itself. But 
there's more to her story. She is also 
an advocate. Kari said Shelby asked 
Superintendent Ken Gregorski and 
trustee Rebecca Fox to consider chang-
ing those bylaws.

Shelby has also spoken at the state 
Capitol in Austin and the U.S. Capitol 
in Washington D.C. Last year, at the 
height of the pandemic, she spoke with 
elected leaders via Zoom.

Special Olympics going outside as it works toward normalcy

GEORGE SLAUGHTER

Mayde Creek junior wide receiver Leroy Turner, junior cornerback Tay’Shawn Wilson, sophomore quarterback Jaylen Bragg, senior wide receiver Jordan Kelly and senior linebacker James Rhodes 
are expected to be among the Rams’ leaders in 2021

See FOOTBALLERS, page 10

COURTESY SHELBY DAY

NFL quarterback Andy Dalton, formerly of Katy High School, meets with Special 
Olympics athlete Shelby Day, of Katy, in this 2020 photo taken at Midway Barbecue.See SPECIAL OLYMPICS, page 10

“She basically talks about how much
she appreciates the support from the

government and what she does in terms of 
sports. She wears her medals. But it’s not 

just the sports that she talks about.” 
– KARI DAY, MOTHER OF SPECIAL OLYMPIAN SHELBY DAY



Jensen joined the Katy 
Taylor program in 2014 as 
defensive coordinator. He 
was part of a successful pro-
gram there as the Mustangs 
reached the playoffs in six 
of his seven years there. The 
2020 Mustangs reached the 
semifinals.

As he returns to Mayde 
Creek, Jensen and his new 
staff want to see who they 
have and what they can do. 
Players need their chance 
to improve their skills and 
show their stuff. Informal 
opportunities through 
seven-on-seven matchups 
give coaches a chance to 
observe where their players 
are and identify opportu-
nities for improvement. 
The second team gets a 
chance to play and that 
gives coaches a chance to 
observe them.

“We just focused on us 
getting better and our get-
ting our kids better (during 
the optional seven-on-sev-
en scrimmages). We wanted 
to get everything in and run 
against some other people,” 
Jensen said.

Junior wide receiver Le-
roy Turner said the games 
provided an opportunity 
for everyone to get better 
during the summer and not 
just sit around.

“Everybody is learning 
their plays and everything,” 
Turner said. “We’re just 
getting better and ready for 
the fall.”

The Rams kick off their 
regular 2021 season Aug. 27 
against Conroe at Moore-
head Stadium. Jensen said 
players and coaches are 
feeling great.

“There’s a lot of excite-

ment,” Jensen said. “We’ve 
got kids in the summer 
program and want to join 
the football team. Our num-

bers are up. We’re trying to 
get better and the kids have 
been great. Everything has 
been awesome.”

KATYTIMES.COM
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BY R. HANS MILLER 

NEWS EDITOR

The Waller County Com-

missioners Court tabled con-

sideration of an agreement 

between the county and the city 

of Brookshire which would have 

seen Brookshire paying $500 per 

month plus boarding and care 

fees for the county to provide 

animal control services to the 

city. Commissioners expressed 

concern that the costs would ex-

ceed the amount paid by the city 

and doubt that Brookshire City 

Council would address animal 

control improvements in a timely 

manner.

“If we say (the agreement 

goes) to the end of the year, your 

council will wait until the end of 

the year,” Precinct Four Commis-

sioner Justin Beckendorff said, 

addressing Brookshire Alderper-

son Kim Branch who represented 

Brookshire at the meeting. 

Beckendorff also praised 

Branch for her proactive ap-

proach and described her as the 

defacto animal control person for 

the city. Branch has long worked 

with Belle’s Buds Rescue which 

works to assist the city whenever 

possible, as well as with other 

community members to try to 

address animal control. 

Waller County Sheriff Troy 

Guidry, who oversees animal 

control in all unincorporated 

portions of Waller County, said 

the $500-plus-expenses agree-

ment was not sufficient to cover 

the costs of the program for his 

department. He currently has 

two animal control officers and, 

especially if other cities through-

out the county asked for similar 

arrangements, the department 

would need to add more animal 

control officers in order to meet 

demand. He estimated that, with 

benefits and salary, personnel 

alone could add another $60,000 
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BY R. HANS MILLER

NEWS EDITOR

Katy City Council 

members tabled a budget 

amendment which would 

have added $7,000 for a pilot 

program to focus on animal 

care at Katy Animal Con-

trol’s shelter. In a 3-2 vote 

most councilmembers voted 

to give a recently formed ad-

visory committee more time 

to come up with a detailed 

plan for improvements to 

the department. 

“I don’t want the (Animal 

Welfare Advisory Commit-

tee) to feel pressured to – I 

mean, yes, we’re all anxious 

to see a plan with associated 

costs – but I don’t want them 

to feel pressured that they 

may take any shortcuts,” said 

Councilmember Janet Corte. 

Councilmembers Jenifer 

Stockdick and Rory Rob-

ertson argued in favor of 

moving forward with the 

pilot program to begin vac-

BY R. HANS MILLER

NEWS EDITOR

O
nline content creation has become big 

business, whether that content is silly videos 

on TikTok or professionally produced video 

game streams on platforms such as Twitch or Xbox 

Live. Three Katy area video gamers, Veronica Ander-

son, Alek Farren and Devon Hatton, are working on 

tapping into the content creation market profes-

sionally. 

“A lot of people don’t realize that it takes hard 

work to do this,” Hatton said. “And it takes a really 

good support system – your community becomes 

your support; your friends become your support, 

and the people that are entertained by you become 

your support.” 

Hatton, Anderson and Farren – who go by the 

online names Panduhdon, WhosVron and Farren-

heights, respectively – are all professional streamers 

to some extent. Hatton works at it as a part-time job 

while Anderson and Farren are full-time content 

creators. While all three focus on video games, 

cooking videos, question-and-answer livestreams, 

other content is peppered across their channels 

as well. While they haven’t had the big breaks like 

super-streamer Richard Tyler Blevins – also known 

as Ninja on his streaming channels – who has 

reportedly made millions of dollars, all three have 

garnered sponsorships with local gaming boutique 

Allegiant Gaming. Farren and Anderson have also 

gotten sponsorships from the gaming drink GFuel, 

which is popular among streamers. Meanwhile, 

Hatton streams part-time after his job working with 

developmentally disabled students. 

All three said there’s no magic formula to make 

it as a professional streamer with enough income to 

live on through streaming. 

“It can be hit or miss, but it can be a combina-

tion of grinding and putting in the work and luck, 

because you can grind and put in the work for five 

years, 10 years and never hit, you know,” Farren 

said. “Or you could grind for five years, then finally, 

you get a raid from a big streamer (and it) can 

change your life overnight.”

Farren was a safety superintendent in the 

petrochemical industry before the pandemic 

but was laid off last April after the oil market 

destabilized due to the pandemic. He had a bit of a 

safety net and took a leap of faith to try streaming 

full time rather than just as a hobby. Anderson 

took similar steps and moved from New England to 

become Farren’s roommate and began streaming 

full time herself. 

While the streamers did not want to talk about 

their incomes because it is a private matter, CNBC 

reports that the average full-time streamer can 

earn between $3,000 and $5,000 a month. However, 

all three Allegiant-sponsored streamers said it’s 

still a full 40-hour a week job, albeit a fun one. 

It is a career that takes social media marketing 

skills, dedication to putting out content regularly, 

computer skills and initial investment in a gaming 

rig that must be maintained and upgraded 

regularly. A gaming computer can run anywhere 

from the high hundreds of dollars to well over 

$5,000 – just for the PC itself. HD monitors, lighting 

and other accessories add several hundred dollars 

on top of that – part of the reason sponsorships are 

important for gamers. 

The industry has a culture that streamers have to 

plan for, the three said. Many streaming platforms 

have live chats appearing next to the main portion 

of the video. That chat must be moderated and 

maintained for a variety of reasons including pro-

fanity, racism and sexism, they said. However, there 

are digital tools that help monitor and eliminate 

those items from being seen, they said. 

City Council 

tables animal 

control pilot

BY R. HANS MILLER

NEWS EDITOR

Katy ISD trustees appointed Nathan Fuchs as executive 

director of the Maintenance and Operations Department 

and Richard Merriman as principal for Raines Academy 

Monday night. Trustees reviewed results of a survey to gauge 

interest in a permanent virtual high school and approved a 

one-time lump sum payment to staff. 

For the one-time lump sum payments, full-time em-

ployees will receive a $500 check while part-timers will 

receive $250. The bonus comes as trustees recognized the 

challenges that faculty and staff during the district have 

faced throughout the 2020-21 school year. 

Trustees make staff 

moves, examine 

virtual high school
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County considers Brookshire animal control agreement

COURTESY VERONICA ANDERSON

Veronica Anderson – also known online as Whosvron – plays a “Call of Duty” game on the Twitch streaming 

platform. Anderson is a full-time streamer who has earned sponsorships from local gaming boutique 

Allegiant Gaming and from the energy drink company GFuel. She is one of many gamers making a living 

entertaining others through content creation which often involves witty commentary while playing. 

WALLER COUNTY/SWAGGIT

Brookshire Alderperson Kim Branch spoke before the Waller County Commissioners Court during 

the court’s April 21 meeting regarding the city’s animal control needs. The city has been without 

proper animal control services for years and Branch has often volunteered her time to address 

strays within the city.
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A budget 

amendment to 

vaccinate and 

provide veterinary 

care for more 

strays was debated 

heavily during 

Monday’s Katy City 

Council meeting. 

The measure 

was eventually 

postponed.

BROOKSHIRE/WALLER CO.
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NOW THERE ARE
TWO STATIONS TO HEAR

HOUSTON’S BEST
SPORTS TALK RADIO

from page 9
FOOTBALLERS

COURTESY KATY ISD/TAYLOR HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETICS

Mayde Creek plays Taylor in seven-on-seven football at Taylor High School

“I’m used to tackle football, but 
we went out and competed.” 

– MAYDE CREEK SENIOR WIDE RECEIVER JORDAN KELLY
GEORGE SLAUGHTER

Mayde Creek football coach J Jensen.

from page 9
SPECIAL OLYMPICS

“She basically talks about how much she appreciates 
the support from the government and what she does in 
terms of sports,” Kari said. “She wears her medals. But it’s 
not just the sports that she talks about.”

Day said the Special Olympics provides dentists and 
eye doctors at the games. Not all athletes’ families have 
the money or insurance to get dental or eye care.

“We have always participated in that, even though we 
have insurance,” Day said.

Supporting the teams and athletes

Katy-area residents also support the Special Olympics 
financially. One way they have done this is through the 
Tip a Firefighter program.

Katy Fire Department officials said firefighters in 
past years served chips and salsa at Los Cucos Mexican 
Restaurant at 5831 Highway 90 in downtown Katy. They 
also provided drink refills.

But they did not do it themselves. Special Olympics 
athletes visited tables and helped. Tips to the firefighters 
and athletes benefited the Special Olympics, Katy Fire 
Department officials said

Restaurant waitstaff took orders and delivered the 
entrees as usual.

Those efforts raised over $6,000 annually before 
the pandemic. Keith hopes to visit with Katy Fire Chief 
Kenneth Parker soon in hopes of resuming that tradition. 
Parker took over as chief earlier this year.

According to the Special Olympics website, the Texas 
Roadhouse restaurant chain has also raised money for 
the Special Olympics. The chain has hosted Tip a Cop 
nights like the Tip a Firefighter program seen in Katy. The 
Texas Roadhouse in Katy, at 20840 Katy Freeway has host-
ed such nights in the past, a manager said Sunday.

Keith described Katy as “one of our top-grossing fund-
raising communities in the state.” 

Facebook: @SpecialOlympics 

Local Facebook: facebook.com/groups/KatyWolfpack

Special Olympics Texas: https://bit.ly/3kaTFmf
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