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Discrimination complaint filed against Katy ISD
SEAT complaint concerns 
district's transgender policy

FROM STAFF REPORTS
Students Engaged in Advancing 

Texas (SEAT), a student-led movement 
demonstrating youth visibility in edu-

cational policymaking, filed a formal 
complaint of discrimination on No-
vember 13th with the U.S. Department 
of Education regarding a comprehen-
sive anti-transgender policy passed by 
the Katy Independent School District's 
Board of Trustees in August, according 
to a press release posted on the organi-
zation’s website.

The Katy Times reached out to Katy 

ISD for commentary but, due to the 
holiday closure of the district offices, 
a response was not received by press 
time.

The complaint, delivered to the fed-
eral department's Office of Civil Rights, 
challenges the policy's adverse impact 
on transgender students, asserting 
violation of Title IX rights with Gender 
Identity discrimination and perpet-

uating harmful sex stereotypes and 
heteronormative gender roles.

In accordance with the policy, 
Katy ISD evidently outed at least 19 
students to their parents, as reported 
by a Public Information Request by 
the independent news organization 
Houston Landing, said the press 

CAMERON
SAMUELSSee COMPLAINT, page A3

Woodforest 
National Bank 
opens third 
H-E-B branch
New in-store branch in H-E-B in 
Katy adds to over 760 branches in 
17 states nationwide, with 90 in the 
Greater Houston area
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

 
Woodforest National Bank® (Woodforest) 

has recently opened its third H-E-B retail 
branch, located at 1621 Mason Rd. at Highland 
Knolls in Katy, the company announced on 
December 20th. The nearly 600-square-foot, 
in-store branch offers full-service banking with 
a staffed lobby and ATM services for H-E-B 
shoppers and area consumers.

The new Katy branch complements two oth-
er in-store H-E-B branches Woodforest opened 
in Conroe and Magnolia in 2022. 

Woodforest, which is headquartered in 
Montgomery County, TX, has 767 branches 
across 17 states in the U.S., with 90 branches 

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

To encourage creativity and reduce 
waste through reusing and repurposing, 
Fort Bend County Libraries’ Cinco Ranch 
Branch Library will have a Community 
Art Swap on Saturday, January 27th, in 
the Meeting Room of the library, located 

at 2620 Commercial Center Blvd in Katy.
Between January 2nd and 20th, artists 

are encouraged to clean out their art sup-
plies and donate any unwanted art mate-
rials in good, usable condition. Materials 
should be brought to the library during 

Donations of art materials needed 
for libraries' community art swap

See ART, page A3

TxDOT wants 
everyone home safe 
for the holidays
Department urges Texans to find 
a sober ride during the holidays

 

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

AUSTIN – The holiday season is officially un-
derway, with lots of office parties, neighborhood 
open houses and family dinners. For the friends 
and families of the 1,246 people killed last year 
in Texas by drunk drivers, the holidays this year 
(and for many years to come) will be a time of 
grief and sadness.

Starting Dec. 1, 2022, there were 108 people 
killed and 229 people seriously injured in just 
32 days in DUI-alcohol related crashes across 
the state. All of these families suffered painful 
memories that will last a lifetime.   

“Don’t turn your holiday event into a 
life-changing tragedy by drinking and driving,” 
said TxDOT Executive Director Marc Williams. 
“A safe and sober ride should be at the top of 

See DRIVING, page A3

NEW BUSINESSES
OPEN IN OLD KATY

Live Oak Salon expands 
to offer kids’ room
BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

Experienced stylist Caroline Costley has expanded 
Live Oak Salon at 5803 Second St. Ste.#1&2 in Katy with a 
room designed especially for the children of her patrons.  
The new addition opened right before Thanksgiving.

“I have been doing hair for 14 years,” said Costley. “I 
found a suite for rent in this charming little house in Old 
Katy Townsquare five years ago. It had a perfect amount 
of space for me to cut hair and to have a separate room 

New coffeehouse 
now open in old Katy
BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

Humble Grounds Coffeehouse, which has 
had a location at 11525 S. Fry Rd. in Fulshear 
since 2020, has added a second location, now in 
old Katy at 1512 Avenue C.  Owners Becca and 
Garrett Speed remodeled the Katy location inside 
and out before opening the shop in early Decem-
ber. The pair are strong supporters of the Fulshear 

See COFFEE, page A3

See SALON, page A3
METRO CREATIVE GRAPHICS

See BANK, page A3

SUSAN ROVEGNO

Humble Grounds Coffeehouse at 1512 Avenue C is now open daily 
for breakfast and lunch.

COURTESY OF CAROLINE COSTLEY

Caroline Costley has 
expanded her salon with a 
kids’ room where children 

can play while parents 
have their hair styled by 

her experienced team.

METRO CREATIVE GRAPHICS
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. A way to injure
  5. Mutual savings bank
  8. Rock TV channel
11. Large number of fish
      swimming together
13. Military mailbox
14. Female of a horse
15. Category
16. City
17. Breezed through
18. Officer who bears a mace
20. Tax collector
21. “Cheers” actress Perlman
22. Pauses before acting
25. Extracted information from
      a wave
30. Tendency to revert to
      something ancestral
31. No seats available
32. Nocturnal rodents
33. Moves gently to and fro
38. Not good
41. A way to ready
43. One who makes something
      better
45. Things associated with
      American history
48. Ancient Phoenician fertility
      god
49. A continuous portion of a
      circle
50. Volcanic craters
55. Units of electrical resistance

56. Gamble on
57. Ethiopian town
59. One point east of northeast
60. Polynesian garland of flowers
61. Spiritual leader of a Jewish
      congregation
62. State of fuss
63. Keyboard key
64. Partner to relaxation
 
CLUES DOWN
  1. “The world’s most famous
      arena”
  2. Polite interruption sound
  3. Private school in New York
  4. Refuse of grapes
  5. __ Tomei, actress
  6. Adult beverages
  7. Supporter
  8. Papier-__, art material
  9. Forests have them
10. Most ancient Hindu
      scriptures
12. Downwind
14. Marketplace
19. Flowering plant genus
23. Street where nightmares
      happen
24. Admirer
25. Dip lightly into water
26. When you hope to get there
27. Partner to cheese
28. Egg
29. A way to disqualify 
34. South American plant

35. Fold-away bed
36. Debbie Harry album “__
      Koo”
37. Swedish krona
39. Displaying warmth and
      friendliness
40. Official orders
41. Bowling alley necessity
42. Stray
44. About milk

45. Expressed pleasure
46. Caribbean dance
47. If not
48. __ fide (Latin)
51. Swiss river
52. Hebrew calendar month
53. One easily swindled
54. Point that is one point south
      of southwest
58. Small island (British)

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have 
you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil 
and put your sudoku savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.
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will be closed on Monday, January 1.

COMMUNITY

Fort Bend County West Lions Club seeking new members
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

The Katy-based Fort Bend County West 
Lions Club is seeking service-minded indi-
viduals to join them in making a difference 
in the community. Around the world, Lions 
are serving their neighborhoods and beyond 
while focusing on the global causes: helping 
humanity, ending hunger, battling pediatric 
cancer, protecting the environment, serving 
youth, defeating diabetes, saving vision, and 
relieving disaster.

“Our club inspires members to advance 
worthy causes, serve with friends, and 
become leaders in the community. This 
club means a lot to our Lions, but it means 
so much more to the people we serve,” said 
Rev. David Greene, the club’s president.

The group’s upcoming projects include:
• Cleaning and hygiene supplies drive 

for Hope Impacts, a Katy-area nonprofit 
that helps the homeless.  Cleaning supplies, 
soap, laundry detergent, deodorants, sham-
poos and other cleaning or hygiene supplies 
may be dropped off at Anodyne Pain and 
Health Group on Saturday, January 13th 
from 3 to 6 p.m. at 23519 at Katy Freeway, 
Katy.

• Food drive for Hope Impacts.  Donate 
unexpired canned goods, boxed mixes, 
boxed and canned milk and non-perishable 
foods on Saturday, February 10th from 3 to 
6 p.m. at Anodyne Pain and Health Group, 
23519 at Katy Freeway, Katy.

“We want to share the impact we’re mak-
ing in the community, and let others know 
how they can help,” said Raevyn Adams, the 
club’s vice president.

The Lions International motto is “We 
Serve,” and the club has lived up to it, said 

Greene. For over 51 years, the Lions in Katy 
have served through scholarships, vision 
assistance, environmental cleanups, food 
collecting, toy drives, disaster recovery 
initiatives after catastrophic weather events, 
and partnerships with local nonprofit orga-
nizations, he said.

The club also hosts monthly community 
seminars on the third Wednesday of each 
month at Park Place at the Boardwalk, 25551 
Kingsland Blvd C102 in Katy, starting at 7 
p.m. Greene encourages the public to come 
out and learn more about the club’s work.  
The January 17th meeting will feature: 

• Mia Williams of DM Clinical Research 
speaking on consumer and clinical research

• Lisa Modglin of MESA Outreach  shar-
ing the food bank and community center’s 
needs

• Judge Mike Englehardt speaking about 

the 151st Civil District Court and civil dis-
putes.

To learn more about the club, its monthly 
seminars held by the Fort Bend Lions, and 
its service projects, contact Rev. David 
Greene, President & Executive Direc-
tor - Fort Bend County West Lions Club. 
DGreene@beagreatlion.org (713) 714-6789.

Lions International is the largest service 
organization in the world. Its 1.4 million 
members in more than 49,000 clubs serve 
communities in over 200 countries and 
geographical areas around the globe. Since 
1917, Lions clubs have aided the blind and 
visually impaired, championed youth initia-
tives and strengthened local communities 
through hands-on service and humanitarian 
projects. For more information about the 
local chapter of Lions International, visit 
beagreatlion.org.

FROM STAFF REPORTS

The Katy location of DICK’s House of 
Sport brought guests from all over the 
world — including the North Pole — to put 
smiles on the faces of deserving children in 
the greater Katy area during December.

On December 16th the store’s Winter 
Festival created day of festive delight and 
family-friendly activities, all completely 
free including an electrical indoor train 
ride, holiday themed games, a scavenger 
hunt to win a Yeti® Cooler, face painting, 
ornament craft building, an opportunity 
to discover new local businesses among 
local vendors and enjoy a warm cup of hot 
cocoa. Donations benefitted The Hangar in 
Brookshire.

Houston native and Chicago Cubs 
pitcher Hayden Wesneski joined eleven 
children from Lamar Little League for 
a holiday shopping event at the DICK’S 
House of Sport in Katy on December 19th.   

Wesneski was joined by Gabe Klobisits, 
who made his major league debut with the 
Washington Nationals and is now with the 
Toronto Blue Jays. 

The surprise event provided each child 
with a $150 gift card as they spent time 
shopping with Wesneski, who served as the 

children’s personal shopping consultant for 
the afternoon.  

The event, which was not open to the 
public, included a meet-and-greet, a Q&A 
session, a photo opportunity with these 
professionals, as well as the chance to 

obtain their autographs. 
DICK’s House of Sport also hosted its 

first "Shop with a Cop" event in partnership 
with the Harris County Sheriff's Office on 
December 20th. The Harris County Sheriff's 
Office joined forces with the retailer to 
provide ten deserving children from Katy 
Cares, a non-profit organization dedicat-
ed to supporting underprivileged youth 
of single parents with a special holiday 
experience. Participants had the unique 
opportunity to explore the store and engage 
in various store activities, including a Rock 
Wall and a Multi-Sport Cage. DICK’s House 
of Sport provided $100 per child for a shop-
ping spree at the Katy location, ensuring 
each child could pick out items that bring 
them joy. 

Additionally, each child received a 
goodie bag filled with exclusive DICK’s 
House of Sport branded swag. The store 
also gave the Harris County Sheriff’s Office 
two bags filled with sports balls for the 
organization’s Police Athletic Activities 
League, or PAL, program. To add to the 
festive atmosphere, Home Run Dugout 
provided food and beverages for all partic-
ipants. 

DICK’S House of Sport is located at 
24600 Katy Fwy, Suite 1100 in Katy.

DICK’S House of Sport hosts multiple events benefitting local charities

PHOTO COURTESY DICK’S HOUSE OF SPORT

Gabe Klobisits (left) who made his major league debut 
with the Washington Nationals and is now with the Toronto 
Blue Jays, joined Houston native and Chicago Cubs pitcher 
Hayden Wesneski for an autograph session at DICK’S House 
of Sport in Katy on December 19th.  The pair helped eleven 
local youth with a holiday shopping spree at the store.

 PHOTO COURTESY DICK’S HOUSE OF SPORT

Members of the Harris County Sheriff’s office assisted children 
from the local nonprofit, Katy Cares, in a holiday shopping spree 
at DICK’S House of Sport in Katy on December 20th.
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your list when making plans with family and 
friends. If not, you risk your job, your life and the 
lives of others. It’s just not worth it.”

Drunk driving crashes are completely prevent-
able, yet they can cause physical, emotional and 
financial consequences that last for years. If you 
drink any amount of alcohol this holiday season, 
never get behind the wheel. Instead, designate a 
sober driver, use a rideshare service or taxi, stay 
put, call a friend or family member, or use public 
transportation to ensure you get home safely.

To remind Texans about the serious conse-
quences of drunk driving and to always find a 
sober ride, TxDOT is bringing a mobile video ex-
hibit across the state in a series of holiday-themed 
outreach events. Each interactive stop will feature 
powerful video testimonials from people who 
have dealt firsthand with the consequences of 
drunk driving, either as an offender or survivor. 
These stories and tips on finding a sober ride can 
be found at https://www.soberrides.org/me-
dia-center/ 

To encourage everyone to enjoy the holidays 
without drinking and driving, TxDOT’s Drive 
Sober. No Regrets. campaign will include PSAs 
on TV, radio, billboards and online, and at bars, 
restaurants and convenience stores statewide. 
The campaign runs in support of a heightened law 
enforcement period from Dec. 16 through Jan. 1, 
when more officers are on the road looking for 
drunk drivers.

The information contained in this report 
represents reportable data collected from the 
Texas Peace Officer's Crash Report (CR-3). This 
information was received and processed by the 
department as of August 16, 2023.release. “This negligent enforcement 

raises serious concerns about privacy 
and emotional well-being of transgender 
students, who should be entitled 
to a safe and inclusive educational 
environment equal to that of cisgender 
peers,” the press release continued.

“We used public knowledge as the 
basis of the complaint because stu-
dents must be 18+ or obtain parental 
consent to submit the complaint form, 
and because of the sensitive nature of 
this policy, many transgender students 
without supportive families have had 
to remain silent,” said SEAT Executive 
Director Cameron Samuels in an email 
to the Katy Times. “We do encourage 
and support students/parents statewide 
in filing their own complaints if they 
experience discrimination, and from our 
understanding, we are the first but not 
the only to file a complaint against Katy 
ISD's anti-transgender policy in some 
regard.”  

Samuels, a graduate of Seven Lakes 
High School, previously testified before 
the House Judiciary Committee on the 
Judiciary for a hearing of the Full Com-
mittee on "Book Bans: Examining How 
Censorship Limits Liberty and Literature" 
in Washington, D.C., on September 12th.

Katy ISD’s policy, passed at the dis-
trict's August 28 board meeting, prompt-
ed resounding community opposition 
with many individuals, including many 
students, expressing disapproval during 
more than four hours of impassioned 
public comments. Despite opposition, 
the board narrowly voted 4-3 shortly 
before midnight.

"I’ve seen firsthand how this policy 
has impacted transgender students, 
such as hostility and tension between 
students and educators," said Katy ISD 
sophomore and SEAT organizer Grace 
Ding. "Creating barriers for students to 
access support from trusted adults is a 
setback to progress made over decades."

“SEAT is no stranger to increasing 
hostility by Katy ISD toward LGBTQ+ 
students in recent years, including 

unprecedented book bans and internet 
censorship,” said the SEAT press release. 
Amid these challenges, the inaugu-
ral Katy Pride brought together over 
2,000 attendees at FCC Katy in Octo-
ber, demonstrating the community's 
commitment to supporting all students, 
regardless of gender identity. Katy Pride, 
a nonprofit formed in June 2023, is 
committed to empowering the LGBTQ+ 
community in Katy and West Houston 
by creating inclusive events, advocating 
for equality, and fostering a supportive 
community of acceptance and diversity.  

Katy Pride President Amanda Rose 
issued the following statement:

“Katy Pride is founded on the belief 
that all humans should be valued and 
celebrated for their authentic selves.  
Living into our mission of advocacy, 
education and community, we stand 
in solidarity with students, parents and 
community members who experience 
discrimination as a result of policies that 
target LGBTQ+ people.  Katy Pride con-
tinues to hear from students, educators 
and parents who are distressed by the 
anti-trans policy. We will continue to 
connect our Katy community members 
with resources and support to meet their 
needs. In the new year Katy Pride will 
continue to be present at school board 
meetings, host advocacy and education 
events such as voter registration and 
informational events and support Katy 
ISD LGBTQ+ student organizations. As 
an organization, our mission is to em-
power the LGBTQ+ community in Katy 
and West Houston by hosting inclusive 
events, advocating for equality, and fos-
tering a supportive culture of acceptance 
and diversity.”

In collaboration with Katy Pride and 
the ACLU of Texas, SEAT organized a 
Know Your Rights training for LGBTQ+ 
students and families in the district in 
November. The training empowered 
families with immediate understand-
ing of the policy and direct resources, 
including SEAT's Student Resource Hub.

SEAT and the Katy community have 

shown a steadfast commitment to sup-
porting students across all backgrounds 
and identities, said the SEAT press 
release. Katy ISD junior Jarred Burton 
addressed the school board at a Novem-
ber meeting and published an op-ed on 
Friday in the Houston Chronicle to con-
tinue highlighting student experiences. 
Burton was also interviewed last week by 
ABC 13 news.

"This policy tries to endanger and 
erase trans students all under the mis-
leading guise of parental authority and 
student safety, when it is clearly driven 
by ignorance and hate," said Burton. 
"Attempts at mental health awareness 
mean nothing with policies like this in 
place attempting to erase queer youth."

In its federal complaint, SEAT seeks a 
resolution that repeals Katy ISD's policy, 
provides direct resources to students 
impacted by the district's enforcement 
of that policy, establishes professional 
LGBTQ+ inclusion training for district 
personnel, and codifies nondiscrimina-
tion protections for gender identity.

“We have not received an update yet 
from the regional Dallas branch of the 
Office, but we seek a mediation to com-
pletely repeal the policy, directly cover 
costs related to counseling or other 
support services for students impacted 
by the policy, establish LGBTQ+ inclu-
sion training for district personnel, and 
adopt a nondiscrimination statement 
that protects LGBTQ+ students,” said 
Samuels in the December 19th email to 
the Katy Times.

"Educators care deeply about their 
students. I have seen the amount of love 
they pour into their jobs and into their 
classes. Now, Katy ISD is forcing them 
to out their students and put children 
into potentially dangerous situations," 
said Katy ISD senior and SEAT orga-
nizer Pooja Kalwani. "By enforcing this 
discriminatory policy, Katy ISD will be 
intruding on students’ free expression 
and privacy. Our lives are not something 
to manipulate with narrow beliefs, cis or 
trans."
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business hours no later than January 23rd.
Those who bring their unused arts supplies 

during this period will receive a ticket for special 
early access (11 a.m. to 2 p.m.) to the Community 
Art Swap on January 27th. 

After 2 p.m. on January 28, the event is open to 
everyone, including those who did not contribute 
supplies during the donation period. Free art 
supplies can be claimed by anyone after 2 p.m., 
while supplies last. 

“This is an excellent way for anyone who 
is thinking about trying art as a hobby to pick 
up start-up materials without investing a large 
amount of money.” Said library officials in a press 
release.

The event is free and open to the public. For 
more information, see Fort Bend County Libraries’ 
website (www.fortbend.lib.tx.us) or call the Cinco 
Ranch Branch Library (281-395-1311).

from page A1
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Katy Area Chamber of Commerce where 
the company often supplies the coffee 
for the organization’s monthly breakfast 
meetings at Parkway Fellowship Church 
at 27093 FM 1093 in Richmond.

“Our dream for Humble Grounds 
was to have a space where we could be 
intentional with creating relationships 

within our local communities of Ful-
shear, Katy, Richmond and surrounding 
areas,” according to the company web-
site.  Coffee beans are locally sourced 
to provide a wide variety of favorites 
such as caramel macchiato, ice Horch-
ata latte, or a peach green tea. The café 
serves both breakfast and lunch, with 

specially made breakfast items, pani-
ni-style lunch sandwiches, small bites 
and pastries. 

 The shop is open Monday through 
Friday from 6 a.m. to 5 p.m. and on 
weekends from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. For 
more information, go to humbleground-
scoffee.com or call 346-387-6199.

for my kids to play if they had to come to work 
with me. As it turned out, my customers loved 
it too, when they had to come with their kids as 
well!”

“As my kids grew and our customer base grew, 
the kids’ room became another stylist room and 
the kids just had a corner of our back room,” she 
said. “We eventually added another part time styl-
ist and the three of us have shared days working in 
the two stylist rooms. We recently received word 
that the tenant in the suite next to us was moving 
out and we were able to break down the wall to 
connect and expand into the suite next door! This 
now allows the three of us to each have our own 
stylist room, and additional rooms to add one 
or two more stylists and we have our kids room 
again!” 

Costley says that she loves old Katy because 
of its hometown traditional values. “It is very 
important to us that we find stylists who are 
aligned with our values so that we can maintain 
the warm-hearted, uplifting atmosphere of our 
salon. Our customers become like family, and we 
want to provide them the best experience for our 
customers and our stylists.”

The family-friendly salon specializes in high-
lights, hair color and haircuts for men, women 
and children. For more information, call 281-619-
0174 or to make an appointment, use the booking 
website:

https://www.fresha.com/a/live-oak-sa-
lon-katy-5803-2nd-street-j4l6onic/book-
ing?menu=true&pId=41171
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Edgar Charles Walton, Jr. 
passed away on December 
5th, 2023, at home following 
a courageous battle with 
Parkinson’s at the age of 89 
with his wife and children by 
his side. He was a principled 
man full of faith, humility and 
generosity and was deeply re-
spected by family and friends 
and all who knew him.

Born on September 
29, 1934, to Edgar Charles 
Walton, Sr. and Anna Mae 
Gaulding of Overton, TX, Ed 
was the eldest of his two lov-
ing sisters, Jimmie Compton 
and Evelyn Rathke. A member 
of the Corps of Cadets and 
the Singing Cadets at A&M, 
Ed graduated with a chemical 
engineering degree. He was 
commissioned to serve his 
country as a pilot in the Unit-
ed States Air Force, training 
on F-86 Saber Jets and later 
fought the Cold War flying 

B-47 bombers retiring honor-
ably with the rank of Captain. 

Ed began his engineer-
ing career in the oil and gas 
industry and then moved his 
young family to Katy, TX in 
1965 where he worked in the 
Katy Gas plant for Humble 
Oil & Refining, renamed 

Exxon in 1973, from which he 
ultimately retired. He became 
active in the community serv-
ing as President of the Katy 
ISD school board, a member 
of the Rotary Club and as 
a Deacon, Sunday school 
teacher and choir member at 
Katy First Baptist Church. Ed 
cherished his relationships 
and celebrated shared mile-
stone birthdays with Kenneth 
Welch, Griff Robason and 
Bobby Dorsett. 

Exxon moved Ed and his 
family to the Humble area 
where he served at Humble 
First Baptist Church as a Sun-
day school teacher and choir 
member. After retiring, he 
moved to Pearland to be near 
his son John and wife Debbie. 
Ed loved boating, traveling 
and taking cruises together 
with Kathryn and enjoyed 
many vacations with friends 
and family.  His greatest joy 

was serving the Lord and his 
family, especially as “Papa” to 
his two grandson’s Jonathan 
and Michael. 

Ed is survived by his 
devoted wife of 64 years, 
Kathryn Mae Walton, his 3 
sons and daughter Edgar 
Charles Walton, III (Gay), 
John Fred Walton (Debbie), 
Tom Michael Walton (Jesael), 
Suzanna Mae Chiriboga 
(Jorge), grandchildren 
Jonathan Walton Chiriboga 
and Charles Michael Walton, 
sisters Jimmie Compton and 
Evelyn Rathke and numerous 
cousins, nieces and nephews.

Services will be held on Sat-
urday, January 6th at Pearland 
United Methodist Church, 
2314 N. Grand Blvd. Pearland, 
TX 77581, beginning at 11 a.m. 
Doors open at 10 a.m. In lieu of 
flowers, memorial donations 
can be made to the charity of 
your choice. 

TRIBUTE

EDGAR CHARLES WALTON JR.
1934-2023

positioned across the 
Greater Houston area in 
Harris and Montgomery 
Counties.

“This newest branch 
marks our fifth Woodforest 
bank branch in Katy, which 
is one of the fastest growing 
areas of the Houston metro-
politan area,” said Wood-
forest President and Chief 
Retail Officer, Julie Mayrant. 
“As a community bank, 
Woodforest is built upon 
the needs of our customers, 
which includes offering 
convenient and competi-

tive banking products and 
services along with excellent 
customer service. We are 
pleased to add an additional 
branch to serve the needs of 
the Katy community.”

During the grand open-
ing celebration, represen-
tatives from Woodforest 
and H-E-B participated in a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony.

 
About Woodforest 

National Bank
Celebrating over 40 years 

of community banking 

service, Woodforest National 
Bank has successfully stood 
among the strongest com-
munity banks in the nation, 
proudly offering outstand-
ing customer service since 
1980, the company said in 
a press release. Woodforest 
currently operates over 760 
branches in 17 states across 
the United States and is 
an Outstanding CRA rated 
institution. 

For more information 
about Woodforest National 
Bank, please visit www.
woodforest.com

from page A1
BANK
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Your Productivity is Your Business.  Your Convenience is Ours.

Call or Drop In today for a Tour of Our Suites!

ApexExecutiveSuites.com  •  281-363-1336

 Katy 25807 Westheimer Pkwy., Katy, TX 7494
 Sugar Land 18726 University Blvd., Sugar Land, TX 77479
 Conroe 1135 Grand Central Pkwy., Conroe, TX 77307 ApexExecutiveSuites

Apex Executive Suites have been designed to stand apart for 
their aesthetic beauty, their practical application, and for their 
functional integration within the busy suburban lifestyle.

With a plan that’s sure to be right for you, Apex delivers 
top-shelf business solutions to support the success of remote 
and mobile workers, business travelers, and project teams.

APEX Executive Suite Amenities Include:
• Staffed Reception Area
• Copy / Scan / Fax Access
• High Speed Internet
• Community Lounge & Kitchen Area

• Complimentary Coffee Bar, Snack &
   Drinks
• Conference Rooms & Day Office
   Rental
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Help needed for RISD employee’s 
family following tragic house fire
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Royal Junior High employee 
Victoria Ortega and her family lost 
their home in electrical fire which 
spread through the structure on 
Tuesday morning December 19th, 
around 2:30 a.m., destroying the 
home and their belongings. 

Their son woke to the smell of 
smoke and alerted his dad. The 
family was able to escape the fire, 
but they were not able to rescue 
their dog and cat. 

“Your show of support is greatly 
appreciated,” said district spokeper-
son Christi Ginn on the Royal ISD 
website. 

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Houston-based Mit-
subishi Logisnext Amer-
icas, one of the world’s 
leading manufacturers 
and providers of material 
handling, automation 
and fleet solutions, is 
now accepting applica-
tions for its 20th Annual 
Cat® Lift Trucks Schol-
arship Program. This 
long-standing initiative 
continues its tradition of 
recognizing an excep-
tional Houston-area 
high-school senior 
interested in pursuing a 
four-year degree related 
to the material handling 
industry. 

The chosen recipient 
will be awarded a $5,000 
scholarship to support 
their pursuit of higher 
education. 

“Innovation and 
education are the cor-
nerstones of progress in 
our industry, and we're 
thrilled to celebrate the 
20th anniversary of our 
Cat Lift Trucks Schol-
arship Program,” said 
Ken Barina, president 
of Mitsubishi Logisnext 
Americas. “By cham-
pioning the ambitions 
of young talent, we are 
investing in the future 
of material handling, 
automation and fleet 
solutions and helping 
shape the landscape of 
our industry.” 

Since its launch in 
2005, the Cat Lift Trucks 
Scholarship Program has 
awarded a cumulative 
$140,000 in educational 
assistance to 27 out-
standing students from 
the Greater Houston 
area. 

Past recipients have 
gone on to enroll in pres-
tigious Texas universities 
and colleges, including 
Texas A&M University, 
The University of Texas 
at Austin and Texas 
State Technical College, 
pursuing degrees in 
diverse fields, such as 
mechanical and chemi-
cal engineering, welding 
technology and entre-
preneurship. Selection 
criteria include academic 
performance, communi-
ty service involvement, 
leadership abilities and 
financial need.   

As the Official Lift 
Truck Provider of the 
Houston Livestock Show 
and Rodeo™ (HLSR), 

Cat Lift Trucks will 
announce the winner 
of the 2024 scholarship 
during the annual HLSR 
event, scheduled to take 
place from February 27 
to March 17, 2024, in 
Houston.  

“Each year, we 
witness remarkable 
academic achievements 
and a deep dedication 
to community service 
among our scholarship 
applicants,” said Jerry 
Sytsma, executive vice 
president, Sales and 
Aftermarket, at Mitsubi-
shi Logisnext Americas. 
“Their dedication fuels 
our commitment to nur-
ture the industry’s future 
leaders as we celebrate 
two decades of this 
program.” 

Applications for the 
2024 Cat Lift Trucks 
scholarship must be sub-
mitted online by 11:59 
p.m. CST on January 31, 
2024. Applicants must 
be from a Houston-area 
school district and plan 
to enroll in a college, 
university, or technical 
school in Texas focus-
ing on engineering or 
a business-oriented or 
technical trade field 
related to the material 
handling industry. 

For more information 
on this year’s scholarship 
program and require-
ments, or to apply, visit 
https://www.logisnex-
tamericas.com/en/cat/
cat-lift-trucks-scholar-
ship. 

Cat Lift Trucks scholarship program open

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Primrose Schools across Houston donated 37,553 
canned goods to local organizations on a mission to feed 
families this holiday season, according to a press release 
from the organization. The nation-wide initiative is part of 
Primrose’s “Caring & Giving” initiative.

Primrose’s Caring & Giving Initiative encourages chil-
dren to complete age-appropriate household chores for 
allowance money to buy canned goods and fosters “giving 
without expectation,” a key component of the Primrose 
Schools Balanced Learning® curriculum.   

The 35 participating schools in the Houston area 
included: Primrose School of Atascocita, at Balmoral, of 
Barker-Cypress, of Bridgeland, of Champions, of Cin-
co Ranch, of Copperfield, at Crossroads Park, of Eagle 
Springs, of Eldridge Parkway, at Fall Creek, of Friend-
swood, at the Galleria, of Greatwood, of Harmony, of 
Imperial Oaks, of Kelliwood, of Kingwood, at Lakeshore, 
of League City at South Shore, of League City at Victory 
Lakes, of North Mason Creek, of Sienna, of Spring Cypress, 
of Spring-Klein, at Summerwood, of The Westchase Dis-
trict, of The Woodlands at College Park, of The Woodlands 
at Creekside, of The Woodlands at Hughes Landing, of The 
Woodlands at Sterling Ridge, at Waterside Estates, of West 
Cinco Ranch and of Woodcreek Reserve. 

"Nurturing generosity in young children is an invest-
ment in the future of our society,” said Jo Kirchner, CEO of 
Primrose Schools. “At Primrose Schools, we believe that 
teaching children the value of giving, sharing and caring 
is a cornerstone of early education. And, by educating 
children to be service-minded and to give without expec-
tation, we are working together toward a brighter future of 
caring, community-oriented citizens." 

Based in Atlanta, Primrose Schools is national family 
of accredited early education and care schools serving 
infants through kindergarten, after-schoolers, their 
families and communities, according to its website.

BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

According to its website, Niche 
Magazine has compiled a list of the 
top 25 private high schools in the 
Houston area – and two of them are 
located in the greater Katy area.

Coming in at number eight over-
all in the Houston area is the British 
International School of Houston, 
located at 2203 N. Westgreen in Katy.  
The school was also rated  number 
20 in “Best Private High Schools in 

Texas” according to Niche. The Brit-
ish International School of Houston 
is a premium independent school 
serving children from Pre-K3 to 12th 
Grade. Learning and achievement 
are supported by collaborations 
with The Juilliard School, Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology (MIT), 
and UNICEF.  Annual tuition at the 
school is $30,250.00.

Achieving the rank of number 
17 is the Lycee International de 
Houston, which is at 15950 Park Row 
in Houston just west of Highway 6.  

The school was also ranked number 
five in the “Best High Schools for the 
Arts in Texas” category.  The Lycée 
International de Houston (LIH)is a 
American-French bilingual  private 
international school offering bilin-
gual instruction for students ages 18 
months through 12th grade. Yearly 
tuition is $22,950.00.

Niche ranks nearly 100,000 
schools and districts based on sta-
tistics and millions of opinions from 
students and parents, according to 
its website.

PRIMROSE SCHOOLS

The Katy area locations of Primrose Schools joined in the organization’s national 
canned food drive.

Katy locations join 
Primrose Schools 
canned food drive

WANT TO HELP?
Please visit 

https://bit.ly/48vlFqF 
to learn how you can assist. 

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

WASHINGTON – Un-
dergraduate and graduate 
students studying music can 
apply for the DAR Marian 
Anderson Legacy Schol-
arship. Sponsored by the 
National Society Daughters 
of the American Revolu-
tion (DAR), the scholar-
ship provides a one-time 
$5,000 award to one student 
annually who is pursuing 
undergraduate or graduate 
study in music.  

Applicants should be ac-
cepted or currently enrolled 
in an accredited university or 
college in the U.S. and have 
a concentration in music in 
their course of study. Music 
performance, composition, 
theory, or education are all 
areas that students may be 
specialized in to qualify for 
the scholarship. They should 
have a minimum grade point 
average (GPA) of 3.0 on a 
4.0 scale or the equivalent 
GPA on the scale used by the 
institution is required. 

In honor of Ms. Ander-
son’s commitment to the 
community and her willing-
ness to share her incredible 
talent with the world, ap-
plicants are asked to write a 
personal statement describ-
ing their humanitarian or 
volunteer contributions on 
behalf of their community 
and/or country.  

Two Katy area private high schools 
ranked among top 25 in Houston area

DAR music 
scholarship 
applications 
now open
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IT’S GOOD TO BELONG!
Meeting at Katy High School, 6331 Hwy Blvd
Sundays 10 AM (English) 11:30 AM (Spanish)

Pastors Jason Smith and Daniel Hernandez
resurrectionkaty.org | 281-407-8716

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

ktcm.org

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

ktcm.org

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

ktcm.org

Where Christian Businesses Meet

Chamber of Commerce

Networking,
Upcoming Events,

& More Info

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339

PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH

RIVERS OF OIL CHURCH
541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 832-782-7370

LEAD PASTOR: MR. HERNAN CASTANO

WWW.RIOSDEACEITE.COM • SUNDAY SERVICE 9 A.M.

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR

BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH
FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970

MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  
MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689

LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100 • KATYSFIRST.ORG

DR. ROB LYERLY, PASTOR

GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  
OF HOUSTON

2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR

KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785

PASTOR RYAN RUSH

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282

REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR

RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH
26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG

JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408

DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494

281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO

WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099

ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM

RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707

FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 

FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

ST. FAUSTINA CATHOLIC CHURCH
28102 FM 1093, FULSHEAR

346-773-3500 • WWW.SAINTFAUSTINACHURCH.ORG

CHRISTIAN
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
(Disciples of Christ)

22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER

CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX
ST. PAUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Western Rite
1717 KATY GAP RD. • KATY, TX 77494 • 281-201-6439 

FATHER SYMEON KEES • ADMIN@STPAULKATY.COMCASTBIZ.NET

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER
21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER

FULSHEAR CHURCH OF CHRIST
6920 KATY-FULSHEAR RD., FULSHEAR

281-712-1492 • FULSHEARCOC.ORG

FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897

DAVID FLATT

NORTH FORT BEND CHURCH OF CHRIST
TOM WILSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GYMNASIUM

5200 FALCON LANDING BLVD. KATY, TX 77494

EMAIL: INFO@NFBCOC.ORG • TELEPHONE: (281)698-0132

PREACHER-VINCENT MCKINNEY

ROBERT LUTTRELL (832) 247-2680

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL
1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785

REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSROAD CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464 • CROSSROADKATY.ORG

PAUL GOEKE & MIKE WEIDER, LEAD PASTORS

LIVING WORD
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS

VICTORY OF THE LAMB – 
WISCONSIN SYNOD

23051 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
 KATY FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121 • KATYFIRST.ORG

 GRACE FELLOWSHIP  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)

281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR

HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200

FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR

RESURRECTION CHURCH
A GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH

KATY HIGH SCHOOL 6331 HWY. BLVD., KATY

281-407-8716 • RESURRECTIONKATY.ORG

PASTORS: JASON SMITH (ENGLISH) • DANIEL HERNANDEZ (SPANISH)

ST. PETER’S  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031

DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934

BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON

281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234

REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH OF THE KING

1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD, KATY, TX • 281-769-4090

HTTP://WWW.COTK.ORG/

CHURCH ON THE ROCK
433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777

JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

THE DOOR CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1837 N. MASON RD. • 713-325-3061

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR

FAITH MANGER CHURCH
20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550

DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE

GARY KERR, PASTOR

THE FELLOWSHIP
22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950

WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR

GATEWAY CHURCH HOUSTON
25024 KATY MILLS DRIVE KATY, TX 77494

MEETS EVERY SUNDAY • 9 AND 11 A.M.

(713) 280 – 3636 • GATEWAYHOME.COM

GREENHOUSE COMMUNITY CHURCH
2425 N. GREENHOUSE

SUN 9:30 & 11 AM • GREENHOUSECMA.ORG

HOSANNA!
17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182 • JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

IGLESIA CRISTIANA EN KATY FUENTE DE DIOS
906 AVENUE A, KATY • 281-222-4404

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855

MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099

TIM BARKER, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
26189 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR

LIVING STONES CHURCH
MEETING AT TOMKINS HIGH SCHOOL, 4400 FALCON LANDING

346-704-1542 

NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH
5423 E FIFTH STREET • 281-829-8985

LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

REDEEMED CHRISTIAN
CHURCH OF GOD/THE KING’S PALACE

5371 E 5TH ST, KATY • 281-391-7224
HTTPS://RCCGTHEKINGSPALACE.ORG/

VENTURE CHURCH
25133 LAKECREST MANOR DR, KATY
(346) 327-6362 • VENTUREKATY.COM

THE VINEYARD CHURCH
SUNDAYS 10:00 AM • THE ARK EVENT CENTER

21402 MERCHANTS WAY, KATY • 832-276-0600 • KATYVINEYARD.ORG

THE WATERS CHURCH
WE HAVE MOVED!

BE OUR GUEST IN PERSON OR ONLINE @ 10AM
21728 HIGHLAND KNOLLS DR • INSIDE OF PALACIO MARIA

 (281) 398-4030

PENTECOSTAL
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010

MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 11 AM • SUNDAY SERVICE @ 12 PM

TUESDAY PRAYER @ 6 PM • THURSDAY BIBLE @ 7:30 PM

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

HAL HALTOM, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CHRIST CHURCH PCA

10818 GASTON ROAD 

281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN
1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080

REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR

281-646-7500

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520

REV. BRIAN LONG

YE DARM PRESBYTERIAN
19946 SAUMS RD • 713-461-0709

YDPCH.ORG

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE • 281-398-1301

PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST

The Katy Times
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When the cares
of my heart
are many,

your consolations
cheer my soul.

Psalms 94:19

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

Your Ad Here!
Call Debbie for more information

281-391-3141

KEVIN DRURY
Your Electricity Guy

 281-630-5895
 kevind@power2price.com

POWER 2 PRICE
Residential * Commercial 



COMMUNITY & FAITH
TRIBUTE

Betty Ann Chandler Cardiff, 
a beloved mother, grandmother, 
great grandmother, and friend, 
passed away peacefully in her 
home in Katy on December 15, 
2023. She was 98 years of age. 

Betty was born on July 23, 1925, 
in Enid, Oklahoma to Shirley and 
James Chandler. The family moved 
to various towns in Oklahoma and 
Texas following her father’s career 
at Shell Oil Co. In 1933, the family 
settled in Brookshire, Texas, where 
Betty attended Brookshire Prima-
ry School. In 1942, she graduated 
from Katy High School at the age of 
sixteen as salutatorian of a class of 
sixteen. She attended Sam Hous-
ton State Teachers College for two 
years. Betty returned to Brookshire 
and joined Humble Oil Co. (Exxon) 
at the Katy Gas plant where she 
worked as a secretary for three years. 

While attending Katy High 
School, Betty met the love of her 
life, John Cardiff, the son of a local 
rice farmer and cattle rancher. Betty 
and John were married on January 
3, 1945. After a brief honeymoon in 
San Antonio, John left two weeks 
later for service in the Pacific The-
ater where he served for the next 
two years. While John was serving 
overseas, Betty, with the help of 
John’s father, Charles Cardiff Sr., 
built a home to surprise John upon 
his return from the service. This was 
the home where she lived for the 
next 76 years in Katy until her death. 
After John returned home, he joined 
his father and three brothers raising 
rice and cattle ranching, and Betty 
began organizing the home and 
raising their family. 

Early on, Betty was active in 

functions involving her children. 
Most memorable was when she 
and John chaperoned dances at 
the Katy VFW Hall in the 1960’s 
with unknown entertainers at that 
time, Roy Head and BJ Thomas. A 
few years later, their son, Wayne, 
began his music career in a band 
called The Customs. Always the 
gracious hosts, Betty and John wel-
comed Wayne’s band rehearsals 
at their home, until a few windows 
were shattered from the sound. 
The band moved their practice to 
the garage. She was a member of 
the Twentieth Century Club since 
its creation in 1948 and remained 
active until her death. Betty was 
a charter member of the Katy 
Hospital Volunteers and served as 
a volunteer for 25 years. Because 
of her love for gardening, she was 
also involved in the Katy Friend-
ship Garden Club and had a tree 
planted in her honor. In 2001, she 
was acknowledged as Katy Senior 

Citizen of the Year for her volun-
teer efforts within the community.

 The most important things in 
Betty’s life were her children, her 
grandchildren, and great-grand-
children. This was evident from 
the multitude of birthday dinners, 
family celebrations on Lake Bu-
chanan, fun times in the mountains 
of Crested Butte, Colorado and 
the all-important Christmas day 
lunches that were always held and 
overseen by Betty at her home. She 
had a talent for decorating, and her 
home was her showcase. For many 
years she decorated for the four 
changing seasons. Chicken and 
rooster decorations were brought 
out to begin the new year and bring 
in the spring and then followed 
patriotic, 4th of July decor for 
summer. In late August her home 
would be transformed for fall and 
adorned with turkey plates and 
pumpkins. Decorating for Christ-
mas is where her talent shined 
brightest. It made the holiday truly 
special. Amazingly, she continued 
this seasonal endeavor until the age 
of 94! Other loves of Betty’s were 
traveling and antiquing. She was an 
original Round Top shopper from 
its inception in 1968 at the Rifle 
Hall until just a couple of years ago, 
and her worldly travels allowed her 
the opportunity to make some great 
finds. Betty lived a full life of joy, 
laughter, and love. 

She was preceded in death by 
her loving husband John William 
Cardiff, son Wayne Chandler Car-
diff and parents Shirley and James 
Chandler. Betty is survived by two 
daughters, Gwen Cardiff Wall and 
her husband John Wall of Hous-

ton, and Diane Cardiff Murphy, 
and her husband Mike Murphy 
of Katy, her four grandchildren, 
Carlie Orlando of Houston, Megan 
Deen and her husband Matthew 
of Fort Worth, Lauren Ditchman of 
Houston, and Jonathan Ditchman 
and his wife Morgan of Katy, and 
six great grandchildren, Carter 
Orlando, Chase Orlando, Molly 
Deen, Thomas Deen, Harper 
Ditchman, and Hayes Ditchman.

The family received friends 
from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, December 27, 2023 
at the Schmidt Funeral Home East 
Avenue Chapel, in Katy.  Funeral 
services will be held at 11:00 a.m. 
on Thursday, December 28, 2023. 
at Katy First United Methodist 
Church with Rev. Marlin Fenn 
officiating.  Interment in Memorial 
Oaks Cemetery.

Pallbearers will be Mike Murphy, 
Jonathan Ditchman, Matthew Deen, 
Tommy Stunson, Carter Orlando, 
Chase Orlando, Thomas Deen. Hon-
orary Pallbearer will be John Wall.

The family would like to 
acknowledge the wonderful and 
loving care given by: Bayou City 
Hospice Right at Home In Home 
Care & Assistance Berta Arocha 
Lisa Woods Linda Williams.

In lieu of the usual remem-
brances, the family requests 
memorial contributions be made 
to the American Heart Association, 
P.O. Box 840692, Dallas, TX 75284, 
www.Heart.org.

Funeral services held under the 
direction of

Schmidt Funeral Home
1508 East Avenue  ~  Katy, Texas  

77493  ~  (281) 391-2424

BETTY ANN CHANDLER 
CARDIFF

1925-2023

BROOKSHIRE 
BLESSING TOY 

DRIVE

COURTESY OF SHERREL ROGERS

The 15th Annual Brookshire Blessing Toy 
Drive was held at Hovas Park, 1412 FM 
359 in Brookshire, on December 16th.  The 
event featured Santa Claus, free food, a 
Jumpy House and other entertainment, and 
was presented by DJ Nolan, Popcorn by KB, 
Bonafide Riders, Brookshire Blessings, and 
Christ-Walk Church Outreach Center.

YOUR NEWS. YOUR WAY.

THEKATYTIMES
Follow us on 
Facebook for 
easy access to

Find out what all 
your friends are 

talking about

KATY TIMESKATY TIMES
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WORD AD RATE
$14.00 per week for 15 words. Each additional word 54¢.

DEADLINES
Display Ads ....... Friday noon         Word Ads ....... Monday noon

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Your Classifi ed Ad Source In Print & Online!

Call 281-391-3141
or visit www.katytimes.com

to place your ad today!
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VGM PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT 
General Mainte-
nance for 48-unit 
property in Katy, 
TX. Handy man 
experience a plus. 
Pay depends on 
experience. Sub-
mit resumes to 
d l i ndsey@vgm 
mgt.com.

December 21 
Puzzle Answers

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE FAMILY COURT
 ) SIXTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF YORK )

Marie Madeline Chery and Benjamin Moses Chery, Plaintiffs
Vs
John Solomon Jatta, Defendant
Docket Number 2023-DR-46-1003

TO THE DEFENDANT:

SUMMONS
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND REQUIRED to answer the complaint 
in the above-entitled action, a copy of which is herewith served upon you; to
appear and defend the action; and to serve a copy of your answer upon the
subscriber at Post Office Box 12323, Rock Hill, South Carolina, 29731 within
thirty (30) days from the date of service.

NOTICE OF ADOPTION PROCEEDINGS
YOU ARE ALSO NOTIFIED, in case of your failure to do so within the time 
aforesaid, judgment by default will be rendered against you for the relief
demanded in the complaint. 
 1. An adoption proceeding has been commenced pursuant to Chapter 9 of 
Title 63 of the Code of Laws of South Carolina.
 2. You must respond in writing within thirty days of receiving this notice 
by filing with the court in which the adoption is pending notice and reasons to
contest, intervene, or otherwise respond;
 3. The court must be informed of your current address and of any changes in 
address during the adoption proceedings; and
 4. Failure to file a response within thirty days of receiving notice constitutes 
consent to adoption of the child and forfeiture of all rights and obligations with 
respect to the child.

 Respectfully Submitted,
 DUNCAN AND NOBLES

  S/B James David Duncan
  Duncan and Nobles
  Attorney for Plaintiff
  306 Oakland Avenue
  PO Box 12323
  Rock Hill, South Carolina 29731
  O 803.366.6633
 May 25, 2023 james@duncanandnobles.com

PUBLIC NOTICE 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE of property to satisfy landlord’s 
lien.

Sale to be held ONLINE at Storagetreasures.com

The facility is 8900 Emnora Lane Houston, Texas 77080. 
Bidding will open at 10:00 am on December 22, 2023, 
and end at 12:00 pm on December 28, 2023. Cleanup and
removal deposit will be required. The seller reserves the
right to withdraw the property at any time before the sale
ends. Unit items are sold as-is to the highest bidder for
cash. The property includes contents of space of the
following tenants: Dunia Alas, Cardenas Roberto Soria, 
Long Phung, Juan Perez.

WELLTEC, INC. 
SEEKS a Senior 
Business Devel-
opment Manager 
(Account Man-
ager) to work in 
Katy, Texas. Must 
have bachelor’s 
degree in elec-
trical engineer-
ing, or foreign 
equivalent. Must 
have 4 years of 
experience in an 
occupation re-
lated to business 
development ex-
perience in Gulf 
of Mexico, Carib-
bean, and Latin 
America in the 
oilfield industry, 
including Techni-
cal experience 
with deep water, 
geothermal, wire-
line intervention, 
and completion 
solutions includ-
ing experience 
supporting sales 
with technical so-
lutions, costing, 
and client presen-
tations. 40% do-
mestic travel and 
20% international 
travel required. 
Submit resume 
at https://welltec.
com/career/#ca 
reers-list. Must 
put Requisition 
No. RCP-001416 
on resume.

BOB’SBASEBALL TOURS

August 2-12, 2024

See MLB games in Cincinnati, Detroit, Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh, Toronto, Boston & NY Yankees. Visit Baseball, 
Hockey, Basketball, Pro Football and Rock & Roll Halls of 
Fame. Guided Tour of Manhattan.

Free Brochure:  Call or Text 507-217-1326

$3,500/person based on double hotel occupancy
Quality motor coach, hotels & game tickets.

Also offering Arizona/Grand Canyon Spring Training 
Tour & New York/New England Fall Foliage Tour in ’24!

NEED EXTRA CASH !!! ???

Travel Trai lers l 5th Wheels   
Goosenecks l Bumper Pulls  

In Any Area!!!  Any Condition!!!
Old/New !!!    Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CA$H    956-466-7001
No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One

ANR Enterprises

I BUY RVs & 
MOBILE HOMEs

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

281-391-3141
debbie.prejean@katytimes.com

katytimes.com

TexSCAN Week of 
Dec. 24-30, 2023

ACREAGE
LAND FOR SALE. Hunting, recreational, retirement. 
Hill Country, Trans Pecos Region, South Texas. 
30-year fixed rate, owner financing, 5% down. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com. 800-876-9720.

ALMANAC
The gift that keeps you learning – the Texas 
Almanac  2024-2025 is the premier reference for 
everything Texas. The entire book is revised with 
the latest information, including the 254 county 
maps and population estimates for every Texas 
town. https://www.legacyoftexas.com/product/
texas-almanac-2024-2025.

BASEBALL
BOB’S BASEBALL TOURS – August 2-12, 2024. 
See MLB games in Cincinnati, Detroit, Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh, Toronto, Boston & NY Yankees. Visit 
Baseball, Hockey, Basketball, Pro Football and Rock 
& Roll Halls of Fame, guided Tour of Manhattan. 
$3,500/person based on double hotel occupancy. 
Quality motor coach, hotels & game tickets. Call/text 
507-217-1326. Also offering Arizona/Grand Canyon 
Spring Training Tour & New York/New England Fall 
Foliage Tour in ’24!

ENERGY
Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
7-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just 
a generator. It’s a power move.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing 
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our case 
managers simplify the process & work hard to help with 
your case.  Call 1-844-494-0689 FREE Consultation. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide Mail: 2420 N St NW, 
Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

LOG HOMES
Estate Sale Log Homes – Log Home kits selling 
for balance owed, free delivery. Model #101 
Carolina, bal. $17,000; Model #203 Georgia, 
bal. $19,950; Model #305 Biloxi, bal. $14,500; 
Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View plans 
a t  www.americanloghomesandcabins .com, 
704-368-4528.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-
0467 www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WATER DAMAGE
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage and 
mold growth in your home. Our trusted professionals 
do complete repairs to protect your family and your 
home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027.

   WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

ARE YOU ADVERTISING?
Your business is open. Your lights are on.

INVITE PEOPLE IN.
To advertise, call us at

281-391-3141

1. REACH: Weekly & hyper-local single source advertising 
vehicle reaches more of your potential customers within your 
“Circle-of-Influence”.

2. QUALITY: Your very best prospects are newspaper 
readers. They have higher levels of education, higher 
household incomes and higher value of their primary 
residence.

3. TARGETED: Focused hyper-local editorial content 
ensures loyal readership.

4. IMMEDIATE: One of the fastest forms of advertising. 
Short deadlines allow advertising messages to be created and 
delivered in a matter of days.

5. FLEXIBILTY: Advertising that fits the size of the 
business and the size of the event, with short deadlines.

6. CREDIBILTY & TRUST: Consumers trust 
newspapers and frequently seen ads create a level of implied 
trust. You purchase the trust the Newspaper has spent many 
years building.

7. SELECTIVE NOT INTRUSIVE: Today’s 
shoppers are far less likely to accept advertising that is 
spooned out to them. Newspapers are the medium used most 
for shopping during an average week. (59% of Shoppers)

8. ENVIRONMENT: Readers trust the newspaper to 
regularly deliver relevant news and information. People still 
love to read their names of names of people they know, or 
see their pictures in the local newspaper.

9. RELIED UPON: Newspaper advertising is a valuable 
commodity to consumers. Newspapers outdistanced other 
media in terms of: shopping plans, comparing prices.

10. RESULTS: Consistent newspaper campaigns have 
been very effective in building Brand recognition, delivering 
Merchandising messages and motivating customers with 
attractive “Call-to-Action” limited opportunities.

REALLY
GOOD REASONS TO INVEST INGOOD REASONS TO INVEST IN
NEWSPAPER ADVERTISING

www.katytimes.com • 281-391-3141

Call Debbie at 281-391-3141
or visit us online at
www.katytimes.com

Showcase your stuff
for sale in the Classifieds!
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Private, Custom Jeweler
By Appointment

15 Years
Experience

We Buy
Gold, Jewelry, Fine Watches, Estates

Downtown
Fulshear By Appt. Call or Text

Greg 713-560-8496
Ideal Diamond Buyers • 8045 FM 359 Rd S. • Fulshear

“Ideal Service...Better Value”

Private
Jeweler

We Buy
Old Jewelry &

Diamonds
Coins &
Bullion

EngagementCustom
Jewelry
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BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Cinco Ranch is hitting its stride. 
The Cougars have found a way to con-

tinue to improve this year and have stayed 
at the front of the pack in District 19-6A be-
cause of it, competing well against everyone 
and finding ways to win even against the 

best competition.
Cinco Ranch took care of business on 

Tuesday and got one of its biggest wins of 
the year, beating Katy 52-46 to take sole 
possession of first place in district heading 
into the Christmas break.

The Cougars have had struggles against 
the Tigers over the past few years and it made 
the win all that much sweeter for the team.

“We just played hard and that’s the key 
for everything,” said junior guard Aniya Foy. 
“We knew what we were in for today — we 
haven’t beat Katy in a while so our main 
focus was not ever letting them break us 
and finding a way to win. We did that and 
it’s a really good feeling.”

Huge second half leads 
Cinco Ranch past Katy

  
  
  

Thursday
• Taylor at Boerne ISD Tournament

Friday
• Katy vs. Bellaire, noon
• Mayde Creek at Rice Tournament
• Morton Ranch at Fort Bend Austin, TBD

Saturday
• Mayde Creek at Rice Tournament
• Paetow vs. Klein Collins, 1 p.m.

Tuesday
• Cinco Ranch vs. Manvel, 11:30 a.m.
• Jordan vs. Tompkins, 7 p.m.
• Katy vs. Seven Lakes, 7 p.m.
• Mayde Creek vs. Morton Ranch, 7 p.m.
• Paetow vs. Taylor, 7 p.m.

Thursday
• Mayde Creek at Lee College Classic
• Seven Lakes at Bay City Classic
• Taylor at Pasadena Tournament
• Morton Ranch at Fort Bend Tournament
• Jordan and Tompkins at Vype 
   Christmas Classic

Friday
• Jordan and Tompkins at Vype 
   Christmas Classic
• Mayde Creek at Lee College Classic
• Seven Lakes at Bay City Classic
• Taylor at Pasadena Tournament
• Morton Ranch at Cy-Ridge, 1 p.m.

Saturday
• Seven Lakes at Bay City Classic

Tuesday
• Tompkins vs. Jordan, 7 p.m.
• Seven Lakes vs. Katy, 7 p.m.
• Taylor vs. Paetow, 7 p.m.
• Morton Ranch vs. Mayde Creek 7 p.m.

Friday
• Cinco Ranch at Humble, noon
• Katy at Shadow Creek, 1 p.m.
• Mayde Creek vs. Wisdom, 5:15 p.m.’

Saturday
• Taylor at Grand Oaks, noon
• Seven Lakes vs. Bellaire, 7:30 p.m. 
   at Legacy Stadium

Tuesday
• Morton Ranch at Cy-Lakes, 11 a.m.
• Tompkins vs. Cy-Ranch, 5 p.m. 
   at Legacy Stadium
• Paetow vs. Atascocita, 7:30 p.m.

Friday
• Cinco Ranch at Spring Woods, 11:45 a.m.
• Katy vs. Klein, 12:30 p.m.
• Paetow vs. Oak Ridge, 11:30 a.m.
• Seven Lakes at Grand Oaks, 9 a.m.
• Tompkins vs. Foster, noon

Saturday
• Taylor at George Ranch, noon
• Mayde Creek vs. Waller, 1 p.m.

Monday
• Seven lakes at Pearland, 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday
• Morton Ranch at Kempner, 6:30 p.m.
• Katy at Klein Oak, 6:45 p.m.
• Paetow at Waller, 1 p.m.
• Taylor at Fort Bend Austin, 5:30 p.m.
• Tompkins vs. Bellaire, 7 p.m.

Friday
• Cinco Ranch at Shadow Creek meet
• Katy at Cy-Fair meet

Saturday
• Cinco Ranch vs. Cy-Ranch/Woodlands, 5 p.m.
• Katy at Rockwall/College Park
• Morton Ranch at Cinco Ranch

SCHEDULES

WEEK OF DECEMBER 29

BOYS BASKETBALL

GIRLS BASKETBALL

SCORES &

BOYS SOCCER

GIRLS SOCCER

WRESTLING

Texans' 
offense shut 
down in loss 
to Browns
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Houston’s offense has had some 
struggles in recent weeks. 

The Texans sputtered against the Jets 
in a bad loss and barely got enough out 
of an offense down a number of players 
to win against the Tennessee Titans, but 
were hoping for an improvement this 
week against the Browns in an important 
matchup as Houston looked to keep pace 
in the AFC playoff picture.

But that improvement never came, as 
Houston could never get anything going 
against a stingy Cleveland defense and 
looked lackluster in a 36-22 loss.

“We just couldn’t get moving on 
offense,” said Texans head coach DeMeco 
Ryans. “No matter what happened, we 
just couldn’t move the ball. Anytime we 
had a positive play, we’d end up having 
a negative play right after that and it 
seemed like we couldn’t get out of our 
own way. From penalties to negative 

See TEXANS, page A8

Seven Lakes downs Paetow 
for fourth straight win
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Seven Lakes is starting to find its 
rhythm.

The Spartans have stepped up their 
game recently, finding something they 

didn’t have earlier in the season and 
getting big wins in District 19-6A.

That improvement was on full display 
Monday, as Seven Lakes used a suffocat-
ing defense to beat Paetow 64-36, going 

TYLER TYRE

Shreya Jategaonkar shoots a jumper during Monday’s game between Seven Lakes and Paetow at the Seven Lakes gym.

See CINCO, page A8

See SPARTANS, page A8

Kinsley Harding drives 
to the basket during 

Tuesday’s game 
between Cinco Ranch 

and Katy at the Katy 
gym.

TYLER TYRE
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DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE
BUSINESS SERVICES

Design, Printing, and Shipping Solutions.
Notary, Mailboxes And Much More!

23144 Cinco Ranch Blvd. Suite B
Katy, TX 77494 | 281.396.4773

23144 Cinco Ranch Boulevard Suite B 
Katy, TX 77494

281.396.4773

Design, Printing, and Shipping Solutions.
Notary, Fax, and Lamination Services.

Virtual and Physical Mailbox.

 

Services:
· Alterations

Men, Women, And More

· Custon Tailoring
· Dress Making/Aleteration

· Prom, Graduation, Quince
· Embrodery

· and More Call/Text Today!

OPEN 
NOW

ALTERATIONS ATTORNEYS

Wills - Family Law
Criminal Law + More

Get the legal
representation you 

deserve at
HALF THE COST!

Call 346-476-6939 to schedule a FREE Consultation
 www.alchemyattorneys.com

It was a tight game though 
that took the Cougars into the 
second half to pull away be-
hind a strong defense and an 
offensive outburst from Foy. 

Katy came out on fire from 
three-point range and the 
two teams were tied 13 before 
Katy led 25-22 at halftime, 
mainly behind 14 points from 
Nyla Wold, who poured in 
four threes in the first half. 

But Cinco started to 
dominate in the third quarter. 
The defense picked up and 
the Cougars only allowed two 
three pointers in the whole 
second half with Camille Tor-
rence playing a big part in that 
with her play on the defensive 
end. 

“Camille takes that role 
really seriously on our team,” 
said Cinco Ranch head coach 
Tamara Collier. “A lot of times 
when we play teams with a 
special player, Camille will 
come to me and tell me she 
wants to lock them down. I 
appreciate her taking that 
leadership role and want-
ing to stop those offensive 
threats.”

Foy made the biggest im-
pact on the offensive end as 
Cinco Ranch pulled away in 
the second half. She had 20 of 
her 26 points in the third and 
fourth quarters as the Cougars 
gained a 34-32 lead at the end 
of the third quarter before 
pushing that lead to double 
digits in the fourth and hang-
ing on down the stretch. 

“Aniya was doing so much 
in that first half — she was 
defending and rebounding 
and that’s what I have to 
remind her when her shot 

isn’t going in,” Collier said. 
“But she started feeling it in 
the second half and when that 
happens, it’s go time. No one 
can guard her when Aniya is 
in that mindset. No one can 
stop her and when she does 
decide to take over like that, it 
not only opens things up for 
her teammates but it allows 
her to continue to build that 
confidence.”

The win puts the Cougars 
a half game up in first in the 
district standings, as the Cou-
gars have not yet had their 
bye. Cinco will return from 
the break to play Manvel, 
before going on a very diffi-
cult stretch of their schedule, 
playing Seven Lakes, Taylor 
and Tompkins all in a row. 

“This was an amazing 
feeling,” Torrence said. “I had 
never beaten Katy before so 
it was something we had all 
been wanting and for us to 
come out and put a perfor-
mance like that together was 
huge.”

District 19-6A

CINCO RANCH 52,  
KATY 46

Points: (CR) Aniya Foy 26, 
Camille Torrence 15, Keeana 
Hickman 5, Ava Haven 2, Jinhwa 
Jung 2, Jordan Bristol 2; (K) 
Nyla Wold 17, Macey Spellins 
8, Ashlynn Alexander 7, Kaysen 
Miller 6, Sophia Garza 6, Emma 
Lawler 2,

Halftime: Katy 25-22; 
3-Pointers: (CR) Torrence 3, 
Hickman; (K) Wold 4, Garza 2, 
Spellins, Alexander; Records: 
Cinco Ranch: 13-5, 6-1; Katy 15-5, 
4-2;
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Aniya Foy shoots 
a layup during 
Tuesday’s game 
between Cinco 
Ranch and Katy at 
the Katy gym.
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into the Christmas break on a high 
note as winners of four straight.

“It’s always a work in progress 
when you have a new coach come 
in, but they’re getting better every 
time out,” said Seven Lakes head 
coach Doug Watson. “It can be 
hard with a different style and new 
terminology but they came out and 
played as a team. They did some 
really good things today and they 
keep getting better, that’s all you can 
ask for as a coach.”

Seven Lakes had a slow start 
to the game, but turned it around 
quickly. After falling behind 10-9, 
the Spartans flipped things imme-
diately and led 17-10 after the first 
quarter, increasing their lead to 
31-18 going into halftime behind 
a strong full court trap that gave 
Paetow problems all game.

“Our press is hard for teams to deal 
with — we have a bunch of very long 
players and then two quick guards to 
back them up so a lot of teams have 
a hard time handling that pressure,” 
said sophomore post Madison 
Carlton. “It’s a huge advantage for us 
— it helps us get out on the break and 
it’s a fun way to play.”

Seven Lakes continued to grow 
its lead through the second half, go-
ing up 44-28 after the third quarter 
and keeping that lead on the way to 
the win.

Madison Carlton led the way 
with 24 points while being a huge 

presence in the post while freshman 
Gracie Hobin had 14 points and 
used her length extremely well.

“Gracie doesn’t play like a 
freshman and she’s not afraid of the 
moment,” Watson said. “it took her 
a bit of time and she came over late 
from volleyball but she’s just done 

a great job of learning and picking 
things up quickly. She’s a great piece 
to have on the team.”

The game also marked the return 
of Justice Carlton as she contin-
ues to rehab from a torn ACL. The 
senior scored two points in limited 
time and will be hoping to ramp 
up more when the Spartans return 
after Christmas break. Overall, the 
Spartans sit in fifth place in district 
and will hope to keep gaining 
ground with the first half of district 
rounding up.

“The great thing about this team 
is we work hard and trust each 
other,” Hobin said. “The practices 
have been great and everyone keeps 
getting better and better. We’ve 
been doing a lot of work and if we 
keep doing that we’re going to keep 
moving up the standings.”

District 19-6A

SEVEN LAKES 64, PAETOW 36
Points: (SL) Madison Carlton 24, 

Gracie Hobin 14, Shreya Jategaonkar 8, 
Victoria Hudspeth 5, Caitlyn Quintero 
4, Justice Carlton 2, Calianna Calibo 2, 
Dulce Franco 2, Lenore Hudspeth 2; (P) 
Naddilee French 19, Tiera Hall 6, Sam 
Neitsch 7 Kameron Singleton 2, Amaya 
White 2;

Halftime: Seven Lakes 31, Paetow 
18; 3-Pointers: (P) French 3, Neitsch; 
Records: Seven Lakes: 12-8, 4-2; Paetow: 
8-9, 3-3;
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yardage, we stayed behind the 
chains and that can’t happen 
against a very good defense.”

The Browns came out with big 
plays from the start, returning the 
opening kickoff past their 40 and 
then hitting a huge pass on the first 
play from scrimmage that got them 
inside Houston’s 10-yard line. They 
got their touchdown on a 4-yard run 
by Jerome Ford within 2 minutes of 
the start of the game to take the lead. 

Houston’s offense couldn’t get 
anything going through the first 
quarter and Cleveland doubled its 
lead early in the second on a big 75-
yard touchdown pass from Joe Flac-
co to Amari Cooper. But Dameon 
Pearce got Houston back into it with 
a much needed 98-yard kickoff re-
turn for a touchdown. They followed 
that up with another touchdown on 
a pass from Flacco to David Njoku. 
Cleveland had a chance to add to 
the lead shortly before halftime, but 
Derek Stingley came away with an 
interception in the endzone to keep 
the deficit at 22-7. 

“There were self-inflicted 
wounds in critical moments and the 
game just got away from us,” said 
quarterback Case Keenum. “They 
have one of the best defenses in 
the NFL and then on offense they 
had Joe (Flacco) and their receiv-
ers playing great and it was tough 
keeping up. You go through tough 
games in this league but it’s about 
getting back up and getting back out 
there. We still have a chance and an 

opportunity, so we have to get back 
up — there’s still a couple games 
to go and we’ll see how this thing 
shakes out.”

The second half was more of the 
same for Houston. Joe Flacco threw 
another touchdown to Cooper from 
7 yards out late in the third quarter 
and Kareem Hunt ran in a 1-yard 
touchdown in the fourth quarter 
while Houston’s offense never came 
close to getting them back in it, with 
Davis Mills throwing two garbage 
time touchdowns to trim the deficit 
before things ended. 

The loss dropped the Texans to 

8-7. Houston will be at home again 
next week when they play the Titans 
in their home finale. It will be an-
other huge game as Houston tries to 
keep their playoff hopes alive.

 “The main thing is we have to 
play better football,” Ryans said. 
“Before we have the opportunity to 
talk about playoffs or getting in or 
anything like that, you have to play 
better and you have to earn those 
spots to get in the playoffs. You can 
talk about that stuff but until you go 
out there and earn it and play to that 
level, then it doesn’t matter. We have 
to do a much better job collectively.”
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Browns cornerback Greg Newsome II (0) breaks up a pass intended for Texans wide receiver John 
Metchie III (8) during an NFL game between the Houston Texans and the Cleveland Browns on 
December 24, 2023 in Houston.

Jinhwa Jung tries to get a shot off under the basket during Tuesday’s game between 
Cinco Ranch and Katy at the Katy gym.

Madison Carlton shoots a layup during Monday’s 
game between Seven Lakes and Paetow at the 
Seven Lakes gym.

 Victoria Hudspeth 
shoots a layup 

during Monday’s 
game between 

Seven Lakes and 
Paetow at the 

Seven Lakes gym.
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