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KISD talks “parental authority,” gender policies

BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

Amid media attention from major 
broadcast news outlets across the city, 
the Katy ISD Board of Trustees discussed 
potential policy changes for district 
personnel, including “Parental Authority 
and Gender Fluidity Matters,” possible 
changes to the evaluation criteria for the 
superintendent and possible changes to 
the board’s own code of ethics.

Board president Victor Perez opened 
the discussion on “Parental Authority 
and Gender Fluidity” with an overview, 

stating that the “parental authority” 
policy was needed to give guidance to 
teachers that would require employees 
to inform parents if a student asks to be 
identified as transgender, use different 
pronouns or change their name. 

A written copy of the proposed policy 
was not made available to the media; 
district personnel responded that the 
policy could not be released since it was 
only in draft form.

Perez said in his opening remarks 
that the topic of gender was being 

Board also discusses possible request  
for “good cause” exception for HB 3 requirement  
for armed officers at each campus

Waller Co. 
to place 
mobility 
bond on 
Nov. 7 ballot
BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

By a unanimous vote in its 
August 16th meeting, the Waller 
County Commissioners Court 
voted to place a $280 million 
bond package on the November 
7th ballot for voters to consider.

County Judge Trey Duhon 
encouraged residents who 
are seeking more information 
about the bond package to 
review the workshops and 
presentations previously made to 
commissioners court, which are 
available online at www.co.waller.
tx.us.

Duhon also announced that 
the county would hold a series 
of town halls – including meet-
ings in each of the county's four 
precincts – between now and 
the November election.  He also 
said that there would probably 
be another workshop in com-
missioners court on the mobility 
bond, which will also be recorded 
and made available online on the 
county’s website.

“Now, it is up to the voters,” 
said Duhon.

See KISD, page A3

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Identity thieves have been 
calling and threatening Fort 
Bend County residents for failing 
to report to jury service and 
demanding that they pay a fine 
or a warrant will be issued for 
their arrest, according to a press 
release from the office of Beverley 

McGrew Walker, district clerk. 
According to the release, thieves 

asked for confidential information 
and claimed to be from either the 
district clerk’s office or the Fort 
Bend County Sheriff’s Office. 

The Fort Bend County District 
Clerk’s Office WILL NEVER call 
any resident of Fort Bend County 
and request their social security 

number, credit card numbers or 
any other sensitive information. 
DO NOT give out any sensitive 
information to anyone claiming 
to be from the Fort Bend County 
District Clerk’s Office. 

The Fort Bend County District 
Clerk’s Office, The Fort Bend 
County Sheriff’s Office, or any 
other law enforcement agency 

WILL NEVER call any resident of 
Fort Bend County and instruct 
them to pay a fine over the phone 
in order to avoid a warrant being 
issued for their arrest. 

If you receive one of these 
calls and or have been a victim, 
please contact the Fort Bend 
County Sheriff’s Office at (281) 
341-4686 to file a report.

Phone scammers targeting Fort Bend County 
residents with scam involving jury service

Katy ISD welcomes more 
than 94,000 students 
back on first day of school
District opens two 
new elementary 
schools
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Katy ISD embarked on a new 
academic year on Wednesday, 
August 16th as students teachers 
and staff returned to school.  When 

the morning bell ran across the 
district, more than 94,000 students 
were welcomed back to their 
designated campuses.  

The district also opened two 
brand-new campuses, Faldyn Ele-
mentary and Youngblood Elementa-
ry, located in the growing northwest 
quadrant.  Faldyn Elementary is at 
25615 Clay Road, Katy, while Young-

See SCHOOL, page A3

PHOTOS COURTESY KATY ISD

Top: Superintendent Ken Gregorski welcomes second grader Eden Johnson to the 
first day of school at Youngblood Elementary, while her mother Andrea Liner, who 
is a KISD instructional coordinator, looks on. Above: School board member Rebecca 
Fox high-fives students coming to the new Faldyn Elementary campus.

SUSAN ROVEGNO

Monday’s school board meeting was covered in person by multiple major media outlets from the Houston area, including ABC-13, Fox 26, 
Houston Public Media and the nonprofit news digital platform Houston Landing, in addition to the Katy Times.  ABC 13 reporter Daniella 
Hurtado is shown seated at the media desk in the KISD boardroom; she later did a live remote report for the station.
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Russian painter
  6. Very fast jet
  9. Phillipine municipality
13. Intestinal
14. Small freshwater fish
15. Algerian coastal city
16. Vomit
17. Famed astronomer
18. Ghanaian currency
19. Improved the condition of
21. Int’l association of
      interpreters
22. Infections
23. Dish made with lentils
24. Thou
25. Former CIA
28. Unit used to compare power
      levels
29. Members of Pueblo people
31. Myanmar monetary units
33. Polished
36. Signed a contract
38. Nothing
39. Once-ubiquitous department
      store
41. Neural structures
44. Thick piece of something
45. Slang for trucks with trailers
46. Longing
48. Senior officer
49. Levels of frequency
51. Bird’s beak
52. Move rapidly downwards
54. Koran chapters
56. Streteches out
60. Top of the human body

61. A Chinese temple and Indian
      town are two
62. Fertility god
63. Sea eagle
64. Dry
65. Zodiac sign
66. “Horizon Call of the
      Mountain” character
67. Have the ability to
68. Take somewhere

CLUES DOWN
  1. “Iron Man” actress Leslie
  2. Wings
  3. Adjust the spacing
  4. They’re usually locked
  5. Atomic #43
  6. Wise individuals
  7. Horse mackerel
  8. Pearl Jam’s debut album
  9. Confines
10. Colorless crystalline
      compound
11. Unsatisfactorily
12. Plant of the parsley family
14. Determines time
17. Causes the birth of
20. Small ornament on a watch
      chain
21. Richly decorated cloth
      tapestry
23. Vito Corleone was one
25. Igbo musical instrument
26. Put in harmony
27. Japanese alcoholic drinks
29. Tinseltown
30. Closes tightly

32. Songs sung to one’s lover
34. One thousandth of an inch
35. Small drink of whiskey
37. Political divisions in ancient
      Greece
40. Helps little firms
42. Baby’s eating accessory
43. Very long periods of time
47. Small block of wood
49. Town in Surrey, England

50. Enquiry
52. Murdered
53. Bura-__: Chadic language
55. Crater on Mars
56. Mammal genus
57. Sock
58. Make
59. Stony waste matter
61. Partner to cheese
65. Pound

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have 
you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil 
and put your sudoku savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

Clearly, you can make a difference!

LET’S FIND THIS PET A HOME!
Sponsored by

THE CLEAR CHOICE

ofof

Meet
MACIE!

Macie is a beautiful 
6-year old spayed lab 
mix female.  She is ready 
to come join your family 
today!

3830 Greenhouse Rd, Houston, TX 77084
specialpals.org

(281) 881-0466  |  ktxwindowcleaning.com

ENJOY BREAKFAST WITH A VETERAN 
SEPTEMBER 2 AT THE KATY ELKS LODGE

Join Katy’s veterans at the Katy Elks 
Lodge, 1050 Katy Fort Bend Road, Katy, 
on the first Saturday of each month 
from 7 to 10 a.m. for an all-you-can-
eat breakfast.  The event, hosted by 
American Legion Post 164, benefits area 
veterans.

ART NIGHT AND SMALL BITES BENEFITS 
THE BALLARD HOUSE ON SEPTEMBER 8TH

The Seven Lakes National Art Honor 
Society is hosting an art gallery night 
and silent auction at the Ballard House, 
21421 Cinco Park Road, Katy on Septem-
ber 8th from 6:30 to 8 p.m.  All proceeds 
to the Ballard House, whose mission 
is to provide temporary housing for 
patients and their caregivers coming 
to the Katy/West Houston area medical 
facilities for treatment of life threat-
ening illnesses.  The silent auction will 
be check or cash only but the gallery 
is open for all ticket holders to enjoy.  
Small bites will be provided.  For 
tickets, go to https://www.vancoevents.
com/us/events/landing/33855?em-
bed&eid=33855&fbclid=IwAR2QRueX-
Gi8Yo7ZmF-D15Dz00aaYabsTFrVUsU-
6jO7XuzlfKoZA8lRP6fFQ

SUPPORT YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS AND 
BRING YOUR PET TO KATY FAMILY MARKET 

DAY AT MKT ON SEPTEMBER 9TH
Come out and support young 

entrepreneurs who are just starting 
their businesses – kids and adults alike 
– at Katy Family Market Day at MKT 
Distillery, 5373 First Street, Katy.  The 
outdoor event is from 5 to 9 p.m. and 
will feature pet nail trims as a fundraiser 
for Cuddle Buddies Rescue and Mutts 
and Meows Rescue – pets welcome!  For 
information, contact katyfamilymarket@
gmail.com.

IGY6VETERANSBENEFIT CONCERT AT 
WILDCATTER SEPTEMBER 9TH

Join Aaron Ray Vaughn in concert 
with Rayne Johnson, Charlie Kingery, & 
The Band Steele, on Saturday, Sept. 9th, 
2023 from 6 to 11 p.m. at the Wildcatter 
Saloon, 26913 Katy Freeway, Katy. This 
event is to raise money and awareness 
for veterans and to help with their 
financial needs.  Veterans organizations 

Soldier Solutions, Vetlife4life, What 
Makes Us Fire and Vets4childrescue will 
also speak.  For more information go to 
http://igy6veteransbenefit.com

LACENTERRA AT CINCO RANCH BRINGS 
BACK THE CAR CULTURE SHOW ON 

SEPTEMBER 10TH
Calling all car enthusiasts!  The Car 

Culture Show is back at The Alamo 
Theatre parking lot at LaCenterra, 23501 
Cinco Ranch Blvd, Katy from 9 to 11 a.m. 
on September 10th.  There will be over 
50 exotic and muscle cars on display, 
along with a DJ spinning tunes and 
other exciting events.  See more details 
at thecarculture.org.  Free admission.

FULSHEAR KATY CHAMBER WELCOMES 
TAMU VP OF STUDENT AFFAIRS AS 

SEPTEMBER SPEAKER
The Fulshear Katy Area Chamber of 

Commerce welcomes Brigadier General 
Joe E. Ramirez, 
Jr., USA (Ret.) 
as the guest 
speaker for the 
September 
13th meet-
ing Parkway 
Fellowship 
Church, 27043 
FM 1093, 
Richmond.  A 
Houston native, 
Brigadier Gen-
eral Ramirez 

is the Texas A&M Vice President for Stu-
dent Affairs, with an illustrious 31-year 
military career and a distinguished ten-
ure as the 45th Commandant of Cadets 
at Texas A&M University. During his time 
as the Commandant, General Ramirez 
oversaw significant growth, increasing 
the Corps of Cadets in size and diversity, 
and enhancing their overall academic 
performance. In addition to his military 
and academic contributions, General 
Ramirez is an active community mem-
ber, serving on boards for organizations 
such as the Boys & Girls Club of Brazos 
Valley and the Brazos Valley Symphony 
Orchestra.

Attendees of the meeting can look 
forward to insights from General 
Ramirez's vast experience and leader-
ship.  The event will begin with a meet 

and greet at 7:30 a.m., followed by the 
main meeting starting promptly at 8 
a.m. This is free and open to the public.  
For more information, please visit www.
FulshearKaty.com/Events or contact the 
Chamber directly at 832-600-3221.

KATY CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES TO HOLD  
19TH ANNUAL GALA ON SEPT. 14TH

Katy Christian Ministries will host its 
19th annual gala on September 14th 
from 6  to 9 p.m. at Safari Texas Ranch, 
11627 FM 1464 Rd., Richmond.  The 
event features dinner and dancing with 
music from the Earl Sanders Jr. Band, 
as well as live and silent auctions.  The 
“Wranglers and Rhinestones” gala has a 
fund-raising goal of $135,000.00, which 
will further the organization’s efforts to 
provide services in the Katy area, includ-
ing the food pantry, crisis intervention 
services and voucher program provid-
ing basic necessities for those in need.  
For more information and to purchase 
tickets, go to ktcm.org/gala.

SAFETY FEST 2023 FEATURES FIREHOUSE 
COMBAT CHALLENGE SEPTEMBER 16TH

DO YOU HAVE WHAT IT TAKES? Katy 
Area Safety Fest will host the Firehouse 
Combat Challenge on Saturday, Sept. 
16th at Katy Mills Mall. Competition is 
open to male and female competitors 
from ALL agencies (Fire, EMS, Law En-
forcement, Military, etc.). For additional 
information contact Ryan LeBlanc (937) 
367-3417.

CAMP SHIELD HOST “HOPS & VINES” 
FUNDRAISER TO BENEFIT WOMEN 

VETERANS
The first annual “Hops & Vines” fall 

fundraiser benefitting Camp SHiEld will 
be held September 23rd at The Ark by 
Norris, 21402 Merchants Way, Katy, from 
4 to 9 p.m. The evening, which is pre-
sented by the West Houston Leadership 
Institute Class of 2023 and which will 
benefit women veterans, will feature 
children’s events, a silent auction, a 
color guard, speaker, live entertainment, 
dinner and drinks. Camp SHiEld is a 
division of After Military Service (AMS), 
a 501(c)3 organization founded in 
July 2017 to support the personal and 
professional success of Veterans and 
their families, After military service. AMS 

increases resiliency, life satisfaction and 
empowers our nation’s military families.. 
For more information, please contact 
Tina Eldridge at teldridge@campshield.
org or call 830-305-6645.

KATY’S FIRST UMC CELEBRATES 125TH 
ANNIVERSARY

Katy First United Methodist Church 
will celebrate 125 years of serving the 
Katy community, with a special service 
on September 24th at 11 a.m.  Bishop 
Cynthia Fierro Harvey will officiate and 
a banquet will follow at noon where a 
special proclamation will be read.  The 
church is located at 5601 5th St, Katy.  
For more information, please go to 
katyfirst.org.

INAUGURAL “WOMEN OF KATY” 
LUNCHEON TO BE PRESENTED BY KBA AND 

KACC ON SEPTEMBER 26TH
The Katy Business Association and Katy 

Area Chamber of Commerce will present 
the very first “Women of Katy” luncheon, 
a collaborative event featuring a dynamic 
panel discussion.  Distinguished panelists 
will engage in thought-provoking 
conversations, exploring topics such as 
professional growth, leadership, work-life 
balance, overcoming challenges, giving 
insight into resources available to women 
and the importance of community 
involvement.

In addition to the enriching panel 
discussion, the Women of Katy Lun-
cheon provides a unique opportunity 
to network with like-minded individuals 
who share a passion for personal and 
professional growth. 

This event is open to everyone 
who seeks inspiration, knowledge, 
and empowerment, according to the 
KBA Facebook page.  The luncheon is 
scheduled at Perry’s Steakhouse at 11 
a.m. on September 26th with limited 
seating.  For more information, please 
go to WomenofKaty.com.

“SHE BUILDS IT” WOMEN’S PEER GROUP 
TO HOLD HAPPY HOUR AT HOME RUN 

DUGOUT SEPT. 28TH
Associated Builders and Contractors 

of Greater Houston will sponsor the 
September 28th happy hour for She 
Builds It!  from 3 to 5 p.m. at Home 
Run Dugout, 1220 Grand W Blvd , Katy.  
She Builds It! is an American Subcon-
tractors Association-Houston Chapter 
women’s only peer group developed 
to be a resource, build relationships 
and support women involved in the 
construction industry.  To register, 
go to https://asahouston.org/calen-
dar-events/#!event/2023/9/28/she-
builds-it-home-run-dugout-happy-hour.

KTX OKTOBERFEST AT TYPHOON TEXAS ON 
SEPTEMBER 30TH

Looking for a fun-filled day of food 
and Drink?  Then head to KTX Oktober-
fest at Typhoon Texas, 555 S. Katy Fort 
Bend Rd in Katy on September 30th 
from 5 to 10 p.m. This festive event fea-
tures a variety of German-themed food 
and drink, making it the perfect place to 
celebrate Oktoberfest.  For more infor-
mation and ticket details, visit the event 
website at ktxoktoberfest.com.

MESA OUTREACH HOSTS SECOND ANNUAL 
CASINO NIGHT SEPTEMBER 30TH AT 

BLACKHORSE GOLF CLUB
Join Mesa Outreach for an evening 

of gaming, delicious food and drinks 
and great company.  Try your luck at the 
poker table, roll the dice at the craps 
table, or spin the wheel at the roulette 
table.  And of course, blackjack tables will 
be open too!  Casino Night will take place 
on September 30th from 7 to 10 p.m. at 
Blackhorse Golf Club, 12205 Fry Road, Cy-
press.  Tickets can be purchased at www.
mesa-outreach.org.  Proceeds support 
Mesa-Outreach’s programs and services 
which include its food pantry, “Books to 
Kids” program and scholarships.

COMMUNITY

JOE E. 
RAMIREZ JR.

CONTRIBUTED

KTX Oktoberfest will be held at Typhoon Texas, 555 S. Katy Fort Bend Rd., from 5 to 10 p.m. on 
September 30.
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Founded in 1976 
ASSE International Student Exchange Program is a Public Benefit, Non-Profit Organization. 

For privacy reasons, photos above are not photos of  actual students

Host an Exchange Student Today !
(for 3, 5 or 10 months)(for 3, 5 or 10 months)

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S T U D E N T  E X C H A N G E  P R O G R A M S

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S T U D E N T  E X C H A N G E  P R O G R A M S

Hanna from Germany, 17 yrs.    
Plays volleyball and is 
excited to learn new sports 
while in America. 

Giorgio from Italy, 16 yrs.  
Loves baseball, spending 
time with his dogs, & 
playing the guitar. 

Make a lifelong 
friend from 

abroad
Enrich your family with 
another culture. Select 
an exchange  student 
from over 70 different 
countries. All families 
are welcome to apply! 

Call Audra at (830) 570-0187 or
Karen at 1-800-473-0696

host.asse.com or email info@asse.com

ASSE 4x4 Regions 0522.indd   3ASSE 4x4 Regions 0522.indd   3 5/16/22   4:17 PM5/16/22   4:17 PM

Lentz Engineering, LLC is a civil
engineering and consulting firm

founded in 1988.

We offer the following services:
• Single-family and multi-family residential 

developments
• Commercial and Industrial site developments
• Churches and schools site development
• Municipal Utility Districts
• Construction Administration and Inspection 

services
• Platting, planning, feasibility studies, and 

SWPPP

7322 Southwest Freeway, Suite 1850, Houston, TX 77074 
(713) 839-8900 | lentzengineering.com

HELPING THE GREATER KATY
AREA GROW – CAREFULLY 

AND RESPONSIBLY

(281) 391-3141(281) 391-3141
www.katytimes.comwww.katytimes.com

The Katy Times will be closed on

Labor Day
Sept. 4, 2023

to celebrate the holiday with family and friends. 

The deadline for all advertising and editorial copy in the
Sept. 7 edition is 3 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 31.

Have a safe and happy holiday from The Katy Times staff

discussed nationally and while there were 
no local issues currently prompting the 
creation of such a policy, it was necessary 
for the protection of girls sports from 
competition from biological males, the 
protection of bathroom safety and for 
the management of the use of pronouns 
inconsistent with the biological sex of the 
child.  

He said that the board also wanted to 
address that schools are 
not teaching or providing 
instructional materials 
which teach gender fluid-
ity.  He said that the pol-
icy would provide future 
guidelines to give guidance 
to district teachers and 
staff, to protect children 
and to ensure that the 
parental role was “para-
mount.”

“Parents need to have 
full knowledge at all times 
about what is going on with their child,” 
said Perez.  Perez said that the policy 
emphasized communication and collab-
oration.

Two trustees – board veterans Rebecca 
Fox and Dawn Champagne – expressed 
their concerns about the policy, stating 
that the requirement for teachers to report 
conversations about gender identifi-
cation issues to the parents of students 
would erode the trust between teachers 
and students.  Champagne also said that 
disclosure of such information to parents 
could lead to safety issues for the student 
in some cases. Additionally, Champagne 
said that the burden of implementing the 
policy would fall on teachers, who already 
have enough to handle. Each of the two 
trustees further stated that she had not 
received any complaints from parents or 
teacher about the district’s current policy, 
or lack thereof, to handle these issues.  

“This is a solution in search of a 
problem,” said Fox, who has served on 
the board for over 18 years.  “What is the 
problem we are trying to solve?”

Board member Mary Ellen Cuzela 
responded that “This is called leadership” 
and that Katy ISD needed to “get ahead of 
the problem” in order to prevent situation 
like those which she said were occurring 
in states like Michigan where there were 
incidences of multiple rapes of young girls 
by transgender students who were using 
the girls’ bathrooms.  She did not cite the 
source of her data.

Board president Victor Perez thanked 
the board members for the “robust” dis-
cussion.

Other potential policy changes dis-
cussed during the work study meeting 
included:

• A possible change to the board’s code 

of ethics which would drop the require-
ment that the board’s decisions be “fact 
based” rather than based on opinion

• Possible changes to the criteria used 
to evaluate the performance of the super-
intendent

Trustee Lance Redmon challenged 
the “red-lining” of these items, stating the 
board members should use facts to make 
decisions rather than relying on personal 

opinion; Perez responded 
that opinions of board 
members always influence 
their decisions, in addition 
to the facts under con-
sideration.  Redmon also 
questioned the changes to 
the criteria for the super-
intendent, stating that any 
employee needs to know 
in advance what criteria 
will be used to grade their 
performance during an 
evaluation period.

At the meeting, district general counsel 
Justin Graham also presented an option for 
trustees to consider in regard to the district’s 
compliance with HB 3, which, in the wake 
of the gun violence at Uvalde and other cam-
puses, requires an armed security officer at 
each campus by September 1st.  Graham 
said that the district did not currently have 
these officer positions staffed – needing 
about 40 to 50 more officers -- and would 
not be able to meet the deadline.  

The “good cause” exception request 
would be based on two factors:  the lack of 
staff to fill the security officer positions and 
the financial impact of the requirement.  
Graham said that the district received a 
slight increase in the state allotment as well 
as $15,000 per campus from the state for se-
curity upgrades but those funds must cover 
all security upgrades (such as the addition 
of entry vestibules to campus buildings) 
in addition to the hiring and equipping of 
peace officers.  The best plan moving for-
ward, said Graham, would be to hire Level 
3 guards who would be trained and armed 
and stationed at each campus.  A spokes-
person for the Katy ISD police department 
said that this could be done by September 
15th, although acquiring the necessary 
equipment for the officers could take up 
to 90 days.  The board did not vote on this 
resolution but may consider it at their next 
regular meeting.

The meeting was covered in person 
by multiple major media outlets from the 
Houston area, including ABC-13, Fox 26, 
Houston Public Media and the nonprofit 
news digital platform Houston Landing, in 
addition to the Katy Times.

The next meeting of the school board – 
which is a regular meeting as opposed to 
a work study meeting -- is scheduled for 
Monday, August 28th.

from page A1
KISD

blood Elementary is located 
at 25600 Longenbaugh Road, 
Katy.  Three existing cam-
puses -- Katy Elementary at 
5726 George Bush Avenue in 
Katy, Winborn Elementary at 
22555 Prince George Lane in 
Katy and Schmalz Elementa-
ry at 18605 Green Land Way, 
Houston -- underwent reno-
vations this summer, making 
the start of the school year 
even more exciting for some 
students.

“We’ve been growing 
significantly in Katy ISD for 
many years.  We are current-
ly at about 94,000 students 
and by about 2030 we 
should have about 100,000 
students.  When the district 
is fully built out, we will have 
about 118,000 students,” said 
Ken Gregorski, superinten-
dent of schools at Katy ISD.  
“Families are coming to 
Katy and it’s because of the 
schools,” added Gregorski.

The two new state-of-
the-art campuses, are each 
designed to serve over 
1,000 students and include 
leading-edge technology, 
collaborative spaces for 
learning, energy-efficient 
components, learning stairs 

and other features to sup-
port academic excellence.  
As with all Katy ISD campus-
es, these two new schools 
also include the latest safety 
and security mechanisms 
and features recommended 
by the Texas School Safety 
Center.   

The Faldyns have been 
a fixture in the Katy ISD 
school community for as 

long as most can remember.  
They have contributed a 
combined 66 years of service 
to support public education.  
The Youngbloods have been 
dedicated to the field of 
education for decades and 
have demonstrated a pas-
sion for students, staff and 
the community of Katy ISD 
through a collective 77 years 
of service.  

Above: Namesakes 
David and Terri 
Youngblood attended 
the opening day of the 
campus named in their 
honor. Youngblood 
Elementary (left) 
is located at 25600 
Longenbaugh Road, 
Katy, north of FM 529, 
near the intersection 
of Longenbaugh and 
Katy Hockley Road.PHOTO BY SUSAN ROVEGNO

PHOTO COURTESY KISD
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Above: Faldyn 
Elementary is located 
at 25615 Clay Road 
near the intersection 
of Clay and Katy 
Hockley Road. Left: 
Namesakes Cindie and 
Russell Faldyn have 
a combined history 
of 66 years in public 
education.

PHOTO BY SUSAN ROVEGNO

FILE PHOTO

The next meeting of the 
school board – which 
is a regular meeting 

as opposed to a work 
study meeting – is 

scheduled for Monday, 
August 28th.
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The Season for
Big Savings Is Now!
Schedule Soon & Save Up to $2000!

Free Estimates and Second Opinions for New Heating and Cooling Systems

 Many Payment Options to choose from

Service Available Seven Days a Week

Licensed and Professional Technicians

Call today! (833) 721-3940

Cooling or Heating 
System Tune Up

$49
Price valid for one working unit. Excludes oil fi red systems. Valid at participating 
ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party, new construction, or commercial 
customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior sales. Call service center 
for details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or transferred 
and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001. 
Offer expires 8/30/2023. 
License numbers available at americanresidential.com/licenses

on a New Cooling
and Heating System with

our Buy Back Program!

SAVE
UP TO $2000

Savings requires purchase and installation of select complete heating and cooling 
system. Removal and disposal by Company of existing heating and cooling system 
required. Valid at participating ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party, new 
construction, or commercial customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior 
sales. Call service center for details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or 
transferred and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001.
Offer expires 8/30/2023.

License numbers available at americanresidential.com/licenses

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
ON TAX INCREASE

A tax rate of $0.522943 per $100 valuation has been proposed by the Commissioners Court of 
Waller County.

PROPOSED TAX RATE  $0.522943 per $100
NO-NEW-REVENUE TAX RATE  $0.493156 per $100
VOTER-APPROVAL TAX RATE  $0.522943 per $100

The no-new-revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the 2023 tax year that will raise the same amount 
of property tax revenue for Waller County from the same properties in both the 2022 tax year 
and the 2023 tax year.

The voter-approval rate is the highest tax rate that Waller County may adopt without holding an 
election to seek voter approval of the rate.

The proposed tax rate is greater than the no-new-revenue tax rate. This means that Waller 
County is proposing to increase property taxes for the 2023 tax year.

A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED TAX RATE WILL BE HELD ON September 6, 
2023 at 9:00AM at the Waller County Courthouse Room 201 located at 836 Austin Street in 
Hempstead, Texas 77445.

The proposed tax rate is not greater than the voter-approval tax rate. As a result, Waller County 
is not required to hold an election at which voters may accept or reject the proposed tax rate. 
However, you may express your support for or opposition to the proposed tax rate by contacting 
the members of the Commissioners Court of Waller County at their offices or by attending the 
public hearing mentioned above.

YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE TAX RATES MENTIONED ABOVE
CAN BE CALCULATED AS FOLLOWS:

Property tax amount = (tax rate) x (taxable value of your property) / 100

FOR the proposal: Carbett Trey J. Duhon III
 John A. Amsler, Commissioner Prct. 1
 Walter E. Smith, Commissioner, Prct. 2
 Kendric D. Jones, Commissioner, Prct. 3
 Justin Beckendroff, Commissioner, Prct. 4 
AGAINST the proposal: 
PRESENT and not voting: 
ABSENT: 

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you 
can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including information about
proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is
calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

The following table compares the taxes imposed on the average residence homestead by Waller 
County last year to the taxes proposed to be imposed on the average residence homestead by 
Waller County, Texas this year.

No-New-Revenue Maintenance and Operations Rate Adjustments

Indigent Health Care Compensation Expenditures
The Waller County spent $179,967 from July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023 on indigent health care
compensation expenditures at the increased minimum eligibility standards, less the amount of state 
assistance. For the current tax year, the amount of increase above last year’s enhanced indigent health 
care expenditures is $24,680. This increased the no-new-revenue maintenance and operations rate by 
$0.000251/$100.

For assistance with tax calculations, please contact the tax assessor for Waller County at 730 9th Street 
in Hempstead Texas 77445, phone 979-826-7620, email: e.shelburne-tax.@wallercounty.us or visit 
https://www.co.waller.tx.us/page/TAC.Main for more information.

 2022 2023 Change

Total tax rate $0.548445   $0.5229435  decrease of -0.025502
(per $100 of value)   or  -4.65%

Average homestead $214,049  $243,642  increase of $29,593 or 13.83% 
taxable value   

Tax on average $1,173.94  $1,274.11 increase of $100.17 or 8.53%
homestead   

Total tax levy on  $48,844,794  $56,527,467  increase of $7,704,673
all properties   or 15.78%

Above: Relay for Life of 
Katy organizer Brenda 
Hunter Martin kicked off 
the 2023-2024 fundraising 
campaign with a “Party 
with a Purpose” held at 
Midway Barbeque, 6025 
Highway Blvd., Friday, 
August 18th. The kickoff 
fundraiser featured 
Touchstone Crystal by 
Swarovski Jewelry and 
all proceeds go towards 
The Relay For Life and 
will benefit the American 
Cancer Society.  For more 
information, please call 
Brenda Hunter Martin 
at 832-455-4500. Right: 
Vicki Wiggins shops the 
Touchstone Crystal catalog 
at Friday’s “Party with a 
Purpose” benefitting Relay 
for Life of Katy.

PHOTOS BY SUSAN ROVEGNO

PARTY WITH A PURPOSE Wan Bridge opens Enclave 
at Mason Creek in Katy
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

 
Wan Bridge, a Tex-

as-based builder and 
operator of build-to-rent 
(BTR) communities, officially 
opened the doors to its 
latest development Enclave 
at Mason Creek at 21455 
Merchants Way, Katy, with a 
grand opening ribbon-cut-
ting event on Thursday, 
August 17.

The Enclave commu-
nity is the builder’s first 
rental development in Katy 
and features 192 three- to 
four-bedroom townhomes 
designed for luxury and 
elegance, ranging from 1,406 
to 2,066 square feet.

“We are excited to bring 
this latest community to 
market, especially for poten-
tial residents who are look-
ing for a more modern place 
to live in the area,” said Ting 
Qiao, CEO of Wan Bridge. 
“The launch of Enclave at 
Mason Creek will provide 
residents relaxed suburban 
living in Katy with easy ac-
cess to the many city thrills 
one can find in Houston.”

Wan Bridge welcomed the 
Katy Chamber of Commerce, 
local elected officials and 
other community partners 
to celebrate the launch of its 
newest BTR neighborhood. 

During the ceremony, The 
Wan Bridge Foundation pre-
sented a check to Sunshine 
Thru the Rain to recognize the 
organization’s contribution to 
the local community.

The homes of Enclave at 
Mason Creek were designed 
with residents’ wants and 
needs in mind and feature 
open floor plans, design-
er upgrades, and flexible 
layouts that fit the needs 
of families of all different 
stages, providing welcom-
ing, versatile spaces that are 

stylish and functional.
The community offers all 

residents a hassle-free life-
style complete with quality 
on-site maintenance, which 
includes lawncare, air filter 
and bulb replacement, and 
pest control services.

For further information 
on Enclave at Mason Creek, 
please visit www.enclaveat-
masoncreek.com. To learn 
more about Wan Bridge and 
its impact on the build-to-
rent industry in Texas, visit 
www.wanbridge.com. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

At their August 17th ribbon cutting with the Katy Area Chamber of Commerce, 
staffers from the Enclave at Mason Creek community by Wan Bridge  presented 
a check for $1000.00 to local nonprofit Sunshine Through the Rain, which is 
dedicated to helping children that have lost one or both of their parents by 
providing a safe environment for them to express and share their experiences and 
make new memories.

FROM STAFF REPORTS

On Saturday August 
26, from 9 to 10 a.m. the 
Friends of Willow Fork Park 
will host Master Naturalist, 
Diane Russell, when she will 
present “Six Steps to Cre-
ating a Backyard Pollinator 

Garden.”
The Master Naturalist 

will cover the six key steps 
to planning a backyard but-
terfly garden. The discussion 
will include planning, pre-
paring, choosing the types 
of pollinator plants, and 
planting and maintenance. 

The one-hour program 
starts at 9 a.m. at the pa-
vilion at Willow Fork Park, 
located at the northwest 
corner of 99/Grand Parkway 
and Cinco Ranch Blvd., 
north of Cinco Ranch High 
School.  This is a free family–
friendly activity for all ages.

Friends of Willow Fork Park to offer 
tips for creating a pollinator garden



John “Boogie” Stevens departed 
his earthy home to his heavenly 
home, to be with Jesus and his 
loving wife Ruth, on August 14, 
2023 at 11:56 a.m. His life was one 
of devotion to his faith, family, and 
friends.

John was born on February 10, 
1933 in Bay City, TX to Ben and 
Maud Lee Stevens. He was the 
second of four boys. He is survived 
by daughters Mitzi Marie Wiggin 
and husband Les, and Patti Vee 
Drachenberg and husband Ron; 
grandchildren Dorcas and Steven 
Bentley, Michael and Heidi Wiggin, 
John and Shannon Drachenberg, 
Chandra and Clayton Goodman, 
Paul and Leah Drachenberg, 
Steven and Leslie Wiggin, and 
Keith Wiggin; great-grandchildren 
Hazel, Lily Ve, Cedric Drachenberg, 

Sasha and Nadya Golovine, Allison 
Goodman, Wyatt and Nolan 
Drachenberg, Genevieve Wiggin, 
and a host of nieces, nephews, 

family and friends.
Visitation began at 2:00 p.m. 

Sunday, August 20, 2023, at 
Northside Chapel in Bay City, 
TX. Funeral services followed at 
3:00 p.m. with Pastors David Rose 
and Tommy Griffin officiating. 
Interment followed at Roselawn 
Memorial Park in Van Vleck, TX. 
Pallbearers were Michael Wiggin, 
John Drachenberg, Paul Drachen-
berg, Steven Wiggin, Keith Wiggin 
and Michael Pittman.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests that donations be made to 
Northside Chapel or Coastal Plains 
Gideons in John’s memory.

Online condolences may be 
shared with the family by visiting 
www.taylorbros.net. Arrangements 
are with Taylor Bros. Funeral Home 
Bay City. 979-245-4613.
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IT’S GOOD TO BELONG!
Meeting at Katy High School, 6331 Hwy Blvd
Sundays 10 AM (English) 11:30 AM (Spanish)

Pastors Jason Smith and Daniel Hernandez
resurrectionkaty.org | 281-407-8716

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

ktcm.org

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

ktcm.org

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

ktcm.org

Where Christian Businesses Meet

Chamber of Commerce

Networking,
Upcoming Events,

& More Info

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339

PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH

RIVERS OF OIL CHURCH
541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 832-782-7370

LEAD PASTOR: MR. HERNAN CASTANO

WWW.RIOSDEACEITE.COM • SUNDAY SERVICE 9 A.M.

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR

BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH
FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970

MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  
MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689

LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100

COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR

GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  
OF HOUSTON

2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR

KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785

PASTOR RYAN RUSH

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282

REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR

RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH
26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG

JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408

DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494

281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO

WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099

ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM

RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707

FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 

FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

ST. FAUSTINA CATHOLIC CHURCH
28102 FM 1093, FULSHEAR

346-773-3500 • WWW.SAINTFAUSTINACHURCH.ORG

CHRISTIAN
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
(Disciples of Christ)

22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER

CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX
ST. PAUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Western Rite
1717 KATY GAP RD. • KATY, TX 77494 • 281-201-6439 

FATHER SYMEON KEES • ADMIN@STPAULKATY.COMCASTBIZ.NET

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER
21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER

FULSHEAR CHURCH OF CHRIST
6920 KATY-FULSHEAR RD., FULSHEAR

281-712-1492 • FULSHEARCOC.ORG

FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897

DAVID FLATT

NORTH FORT BEND CHURCH OF CHRIST
TOM WILSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GYMNASIUM

5200 FALCON LANDING BLVD. KATY, TX 77494

EMAIL: INFO@NFBCOC.ORG • TELEPHONE: (281)698-0132

PREACHER-VINCENT MCKINNEY

ROBERT LUTTRELL (832) 247-2680

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL
1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785

REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSROAD CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464 • CROSSROADKATY.ORG

PAUL GOEKE & MIKE WEIDER, LEAD PASTORS

LIVING WORD
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS

VICTORY OF THE LAMB – 
WISCONSIN SYNOD

23051 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
 KATY FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121 • KATYFIRST.ORG

 GRACE FELLOWSHIP  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)

281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR

HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200

FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR

RESURRECTION CHURCH
A GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH

KATY HIGH SCHOOL 6331 HWY. BLVD., KATY

281-407-8716 • RESURRECTIONKATY.ORG

PASTORS: JASON SMITH (ENGLISH) • DANIEL HERNANDEZ (SPANISH)

ST. PETER’S  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031

DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934

BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON

281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234

REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH OF THE KING

1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD, KATY, TX • 281-769-4090

HTTP://WWW.COTK.ORG/

CHURCH ON THE ROCK
433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777

JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

THE DOOR CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1837 N. MASON RD. • 713-325-3061

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR

FAITH MANGER CHURCH
20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550

DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE

GARY KERR, PASTOR

THE FELLOWSHIP
22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950

WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR

GATEWAY CHURCH HOUSTON
25024 KATY MILLS DRIVE KATY, TX 77494

MEETS EVERY SUNDAY • 9 AND 11 A.M.

(713) 280 – 3636 • GATEWAYHOME.COM

GREENHOUSE COMMUNITY CHURCH
2425 N. GREENHOUSE

SUN 9:30 & 11 AM • GREENHOUSECMA.ORG

HOSANNA!
17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182 • JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

IGLESIA CRISTIANA EN KATY FUENTE DE DIOS
906 AVENUE A, KATY • 281-222-4404

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855

MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099

TIM BARKER, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
26189 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR

LIVING STONES CHURCH
MEETING AT TOMKINS HIGH SCHOOL, 4400 FALCON LANDING

346-704-1542 

NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH
5423 E FIFTH STREET • 281-829-8985

LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

REDEEMED CHRISTIAN
CHURCH OF GOD/THE KING’S PALACE

5371 E 5TH ST, KATY • 281-391-7224
HTTPS://RCCGTHEKINGSPALACE.ORG/

VENTURE CHURCH
25133 LAKECREST MANOR DR, KATY
(346) 327-6362 • VENTUREKATY.COM

THE VINEYARD CHURCH
SUNDAYS 10:00 AM • THE ARK EVENT CENTER

21402 MERCHANTS WAY, KATY • 832-276-0600 • KATYVINEYARD.ORG

THE WATERS CHURCH
WE HAVE MOVED!

BE OUR GUEST IN PERSON OR ONLINE @ 10AM
21728 HIGHLAND KNOLLS DR • INSIDE OF PALACIO MARIA

 (281) 398-4030

PENTECOSTAL
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010

MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 11 AM • SUNDAY SERVICE @ 12 PM

TUESDAY PRAYER @ 6 PM • THURSDAY BIBLE @ 7:30 PM

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

HAL HALTOM, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CHRIST CHURCH PCA

10818 GASTON ROAD 

281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN
1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080

REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR

281-646-7500

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520

REV. BRIAN LONG

YE DARM PRESBYTERIAN
19946 SAUMS RD • 713-461-0709

YDPCH.ORG

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE • 281-398-1301

PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST

The Katy Times

Directory ofLocal Churches & Houses of Worship

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

Your Ad Here!
Call Debbie for more information

281-391-3141

5-Star Service — Just What the Doctor Ordered
 281-855-9300  •  katygaragedoordoctor.com

KEVIN DRURY

17 years Electricity Contract Experience | 281-630-5895 | kdrury@enerconnex.com  
Local, Live and Professional

Control your commercial energy costs and know your options

COMMUNITY & FAITH

JOHN STEVENS
1933-2023

TRIBUTE

SUSAN ROVEGNO

Grammy award winner and country music legend Bill Nash shared his personal journey 
from the cotton fields outside Pharr, Texas, to the bright lights of Nashville, as the 
featured speaker at the Katy Christian Chamber of Commerce breakfast on August 18th 
at the Church on the Rock, 433 S. Barker Cypress Road, Houston.  “The love of Jesus 
Christ is my theme,” he said.  Nash attended the University of Houston and returned to 
the Houston area to devote his time to Champions Kids Camp, a 501c3 nonprofit that is 
dedicated to the nurturing of children who have survived a traumatic injury, illness or 
personal loss, such as the loss of a parent or sibling.  Champions Kids Camp was founded 
in 2001 by Nash and his wife Kim, in honor of their oldest son, Billy, who survived 
childhood leukemia.  Through a week-long camp, children between the ages of 8 and 12 
are able to heal from the “emotional scarring” they have experienced in their young lives.

NASH SHARES HIS FAITH

Vocalist Karen Kurt 
inspires attendees 
at the Katy Christian 
Chamber of 
Commerce’s August 
18th breakfast with 
her rendition of “On 
Eagles’ Wings.”

SUSAN ROVEGNO

'ON EAGLES' WINGS'
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EDUCATION

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

AUSTIN – Texas Work-
force Commission (TWC) 
awarded more than $2.3 
million in grants for Youth 
Robotics programs, allowing 
more than 10,000 Texas high 
school students to partici-
pate in various events that 
lead to the world cham-
pionship. This year, four 
applicants received awards: 
FIRST in Texas, Urban 
STEM, Collegiate Edu-na-
tion, and BEST of Texas 
Robotics.  

“Learning by doing is a 
tried-and-true educational 
strategy. These grants pro-
vide experiential learning 
opportunities for thousands 
of Texas students,” said TWC 
Chairman Bryan Daniel. 
“The STEM skills students 
can gain from youth robotics 
competitions will provide 
them a great entry point into 
the Texas workforce.”

The Youth Robotics Ini-
tiative encourages interest 
in science, technology, 
engineering, and mathemat-
ics (STEM) by expanding 
participation in robotics 
programs for high school 
students by developing new 
teams for robotics education 
competitions and support-
ing existing competitive 
teams. Additionally, this 
program removes barriers 
to participation for students 
from schools in underserved 
urban and rural communi-
ties. Each grantee also has 
teams comprised of students 
with disabilities.

“Texas employers are 
seeking the skills gained in 
youth robotics programs—
from engineering and pro-
gramming to soft skills like 
ingenuity and teamwork,” 
said TWC Commissioner 
Representing Employers 
Aaron Demerson. “This is 
another example of how 
TWC provides early oppor-
tunities for youth to explore 
STEM and high-demand 
occupations sought by Texas 
employers.”

The four grants total 
$2,335,830 and will enable 
10,634 students to partici-
pate in youth robotics this 

upcoming year. The grantees 
include:

• Foundation For Inspi-
ration & Recognition of Sci-
ence & Technology in Texas 
(FIRST in Texas) received 
$700,000 to serve 5,800 high 
school students in more 
than 350 teams—30 of those 
teams will be comprised of 
students with disabilities.

• Urban Science Technol-
ogy Engineering Mathe-
matics (Urban STEM) was 
awarded $277,440 to serve 
575 students in 25 teams—
two of those teams will be 
comprised of students with 
disabilities.

• Collegiate Edu-nation 
was awarded $699,290 for 
140 students to participate 
in 36 teams—one team will 
be comprised of students 
with disabilities.

• BEST of Texas Robotics 
received $659,100 to allow 
4,119 students on 80 teams 
in their program—20 of 
those teams will be com-
prised of students with 
disabilities.

“Youth Robotics pro-
grams prepare high school 
students for a rewarding 
career in STEM-related 
industries across Texas,” 
said TWC Commissioner 
Representing Labor Alberto 
Treviño III. “These grants 
create pathways by re-
moving barriers for future 
Texans as we continue to 
focus on highly specialized 
training that will prepare the 
workforce for the future.”

Teams that advance to 
the State Championship for 
each program will have the 
opportunity to move on to 
the World Championship 
arena. Robotics competi-
tions bring together the ex-
citement of sports, science, 
and technology.

Texas Workforce Com-
mission is a state agency 
dedicated to helping Texas 
employers, workers, and 
communities prosper 
economically. For details 
on TWC and its services in 
coordination with its local 
workforce development 
boards network, call 800-
628-5115 or visit https://twc.
texas.gov/

TWC robotics 
grants inspire 
students to pursue 
STEM occupations

TEXAS WORKFORCE COMMISSION

Digital Communications degree, 
certificate offered at Katy this fall
Program can unlock 
opportunities within 
in-demand field
CONTRIBUTED REPORT
 

 Houston Community College 
(HCC) students will now be able to 
earn a degree in Digital Communica-
tion at the Katy campus at 22910 Co-
lonial Pkwy, Katy, starting Fall 2023. 
The Katy campus will offer a Level 1 
certificate in the innovative field of 
digital media. 

The program allows students to 

gain experience using design soft-
ware and techniques, said Andre Her-
mann, HCC Faculty Division Chair of 
Digital Communication.

“The industry needs skilled illus-
trators, photographers and technical 
communicators to design, photo-
graph, write, edit and produce a wide 
variety of advertising and technical 
materials in print and electronic me-
dia,” Hermann added. “This program 
helps students develop and present 
a portfolio of work that demonstrates 
the skills they’ll need to get those jobs.”

More than 4,000 graphic designers 
are employed across the Greater Hous-
ton area. According to the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, the need for graphic 

designers is expected to increase 1.4 
percent in the next four years.

From managing social media plat-
forms to driving employee engage-
ment initiatives, Digital Communi-
cations is a rapidly expanding sector 
that offers a multitude of exciting 
career opportunities across various 
industries.

"Demand for skilled professionals 
who can effectively navigate the digi-
tal landscape will continue to grow," 
Hermann said.

To learn more about the Digi-
tal Communication program, visit 
https://www.hccs.edu/programs/
areas-of-study/art--design/ 
digital-communication.

CONTRIBUTED REPORT
 
HOUSTON — Children are not 

the only ones heading back to school 
this August. Many parents are also 
packing their backpacks and lunch 
bags and heading to campus.

One parent at Houston Commu-
nity College-Coleman College for 
Health Sciences shares a common 
reason to complete their education.

Four weeks after graduating from 
the Dental Assisting program at HCC 
Coleman College, a mother of three is 
already heading back to campus.

“Even though I’m now a certi-
fied dental assistant, I was accepted 
into the Dental Hygiene program. 
Now I’m starting my first year of the 
program,” said Maren Jensen of Katy, 
Texas.

The 35-year-old will once again 
begin her hour-long commute to 
the Texas Medical Center five days a 
week for the next two years. She will 
also continue working weekends and 
occasional weeknights as a barista 
until she graduates in May 2025.

Balancing work, study and family 
life can be exhausting and stressful 
at times, but Jensen is ready to be 
uncomfortable.

“I have to wake up at 5:45 just so I 

can get on the highway at 6:15,” Jen-
sen said. “It takes me about an hour 
to get to school in the morning, and, 
depending when I get out, it can take 
an hour or hour-and-a-half before I 
get home, but it’s all just part of the 
price you pay when you pursue a 
degree.”

“There’s a lot of sacrifice upfront,” 
Jensen added, “but I’ll have so many 
opportunities that weren’t there 
before because of the education and 
skills I gain as a dental hygienist.”

Everyone in Jensen’s circle helps 
her while she attends college.

Jensen’s fiancé drops off her 
13-year-old daughter, 8-year-old 
daughter and 7-year-old son at 
school every weekday. Her friends 
and co-workers provide carpool 
support for her children after school. 
Her family also shares household 
responsibilities.

“A lot of household stuff, like 

the cooking, cleaning and laundry, 
gets divided up by kids and fiancé,” 
Jensen said. “I’m very grateful for the 
support system I have. This is how 
I’m able to find time to study. I shut 
myself in my bedroom, and that’s 
become my study area at home.”

Jensen’s children do not divert 
her from her education. They, in fact, 
keep her on course.

“My kids are my biggest cheer-
leaders and my main motivation for 
going back to school,” Jensen said. 
“What motivates me is knowing all 
my hard work will pay off one day, 
and I’ll be able to share it with them.”

Jensen, who overcame a difficult 
divorce five years ago, believes her 
college journey is teaching her chil-
dren a life lesson.

“I really want my kids to see that 
whatever happens in life, you can 
always start over. You can always 
rebuild,” she said.

Parent heads back to school alongside kids
“There’s a lot of sacrifice upfront, but I’ll 
have so many opportunities that weren’t 
there before because of the education 
and skills I gain as a dental hygienist.”

—MAREN JENSEN, HCC student 
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Thursday
• Morton Ranch vs. Aldine Eisenhower, 
   6:30 p.m., Rhodes Stadium
• Seven Lakes vs. Memorial, 7:15 p.m., 
   Legacy Stadium

Friday
• Cinco Ranch vs. College Park, 6:30 p.m., 
   Rhodes Stadium
• Mayde Creek vs. Westside, 7:15 p.m., 
   Legacy Stadium
• Taylor vs. Cy-Woods, 7 p.m., Berry Center
• Paetow vs. Conroe, 7 p.m., Moorhead 
   Stadium
• Jordan vs. Aldine Davis, 7 p.m., Spring 
   George Stadium

Saturday
• Katy vs. Clear Springs, 6:30 p.m., 
   Rhodes Stadium
• Tompkins vs. Cy-Ranch, 7:15 p.m., 
   Legacy Stadium

Thursday
• Jordan vs. Northbrook, 10 a.m.
• Morton Ranch vs. Fort Bend Clements, 1 p.m.
• Morton Ranch vs. Sam Rayburn, 4:20 p.m.

Friday
• Tompkins vs. Cedar Creek, 8 a.m.
• Tompkins vs. Anderson, 1 p.m.
• Paetow vs. Sterling, 5:30 p.m.

Tuesdsay
District 19-6A

• Mayde Creek vs. Paetow, 5:30 p.m.
• Tompkins vs. Cinco Ranch, 5:30 p.m.
• Taylor vs. Seven Lakes, 5:30 p.m.
• Morton Ranch vs. Katy, 5:30 p.m.

Non-District

• Jordan vs. Spring, 5:30 p.m.

• Tompkins vs. Cinco Ranch, 3 p.m.
• Morton Ranch vs. Katy, 3 p.m.
• Mayde Creek vs. Paetow, 3 p.m.
• Taylor vs. Seven Lakes, 3 p.m.

SCHEDULES

WEEK OF AUGUST 26

VOLLEYBALL

FOOTBALL

SCORES &

TENNIS

Katy ranked 
5th in Dave 
Campbell 
preseason 
rankings
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Katy brought in another preseason 
honor.

The Tigers were named in the top 
five of the Class 6A Dave Campbell Tex-
as Football preseason rankings, as Katy 
came in at No. 5 in the first rankings of 
the year.

The Tigers came in as one of the top 
teams in the state after finishing last 
season as a Class 6A-Division II state 
semifinalist and returning five starters 
on offense and four on defense.

Katy was only topped in the 
rankings by Duncanville, which took 
the No. 1 spot as well as North Shore, 
DeSoto and Westlake.

Katy was the only Katy ISD team to 
make the list and the second highest 
team from the Hosuton area to make it, 
North Shore was the first as they came 
in at No. 2 team in the state, Westfield 
was ranked sixth while Atascocita 
was ranked 10th, The Woodlands was 

See RANKING, page B3

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Clyde Edwards has 
learned a lot over the past 
month. 

Over the course of late 
July and early August, Ed-
wards, Paetow’s co-offensive 
coordinator and wide re-
ceivers coach, got a chance 
to do something which he 
never thought he’d be able 
to — spending time with the 
Baltimore Ravens training 
camp as part of the NFL’s Bill 
Walsh Diversity Coaching 
Fellowship.

“It was an amazing 
experience,” Edwards said. 

“I had been on the player 
side of it before, but being 
in an NFL environment as a 
coach was awesome. I really 
got a chance to see every-
thing that goes into it from 
a coaching and manage-
ment standpoint. There’s an 
incredible amount of detail 
that goes into it and it really 
opened my eyes.”

The Bill Walsh Diversity 
Coaching Fellowship gives 
chances every year for 
talented coaches around 
the nation to participate as a 
coach in OTAs, minicamp or 
Training Camp and encour-

Paetow co-offensive 
coordinator Edwards 
seizes on opportunity 
at Ravens training

COURTESY KATY ISD

Paetow co-offensive coordinator Clyde Edwards (middle left) poses for a photo with fellow Grambling 
State alumni’s David Hicks Sr. (right), Raynard Mills and Nicholas Powell.

ALL GAMES NON-DISTRICT

Thursday
Morton Ranch vs.  

Aldine Eisenhower,  
6:30 p.m. at Rhodes Stadium

Last year: Morton Ranch 21, 
Eisenhower 19

• It’s a week of rematches all 
across the board for Katy ISD and it 
kicks off with a game between Mor-
ton Ranch and Aldine Eisenhower. 

The Mavericks came out of last year's 
matchup as 21-19 winners and will 
be trying to have a strong start to the 
season. 

Morton Ranch has some big 
playmakers back. Mike Gerald will be 
a big impact player both offensively 
and defensively. Ryan Hall will be a 
workhorse in the running game while 
Dean Ford and Jerome Ryans will 
lead the defensive side of things. The 
Mavericks will lean heavily on the 

run in the game as they try to ground 
and pound offensively to create an 
advantage and help the defense out 
as well.

Eisenhower comes off a playoff 
season like Morton Ranch does 
and will have a strong defense that 
they bring back. Jacorey Carter and 
Jeremiah Swain are players to watch 
on the defensive side of things, while 

Week One Katy ISD Previews

See PREVIEW, page B2

See PAETOW, page B3

JOHN GLASER | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Seven Lakes Spartans running back Barrett Hudson (5) runs in the first quarter during the game between the Seven Lakes Spartans and Memorial Mustangs on August 25, 2022 in Houston, Texas. 

Above, from left 
Seven Lakes and 
Mayde Creek's 
lineman take off at 
the snap of the ball 
during a game last 
season. Paetow 
takes the field for 
its game against 
Conroe at Legacy 
Stadium on Friday.

KELLY RICHMAN | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMESLAURA MCCULLOUGH | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES
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Your Productivity is Your Business.  Your Convenience is Ours.

Call or Drop In today for a Tour of Our Suites!

ApexExecutiveSuites.com  •  281-363-1336

 Katy 25807 Westheimer Pkwy., Katy, TX 7494
 Sugar Land 18726 University Blvd., Sugar Land, TX 77479
 Conroe 1135 Grand Central Pkwy., Conroe, TX 77307 ApexExecutiveSuites

Apex Executive Suites have been designed to stand apart for 
their aesthetic beauty, their practical application, and for their 
functional integration within the busy suburban lifestyle.

With a plan that’s sure to be right for you, Apex delivers 
top-shelf business solutions to support the success of remote 
and mobile workers, business travelers, and project teams.

APEX Executive Suite Amenities Include:
• Staffed Reception Area
• Copy / Scan / Fax Access
• High Speed Internet
• Community Lounge & Kitchen Area

• Complimentary Coffee Bar, Snack &
   Drinks
• Conference Rooms & Day Office
   Rental

Eisenhower’s biggest offensive threat is wide 
receiver Zaccury Harris. Overall it will be a 
good early look to see how the Mavericks 
stack up this year as they look to build off 
last season’s playoff appearance.

Seven Lakes vs. Memorial,  
7:15 p.m. at Legacy Stadium

Last year: Memorial 17, Seven Lakes 13
• For the sixth straight year, Seven Lakes 

will open the season by playing Memorial, in 
what has become a friendly rivalry between 
the two schools where they both test each 
other early in the season. 

Last year's game was a very good one, 
where Seven Lakes went ahead early but 
were unable to hold on in the second half in 
a close 17-13 loss. 

The Spartans will lean on the run game 
offensively. Seven Lakes returns both of their 
leading rushers from last year in Barrett 
Hudson and Jake Farris and those two have 
a lot expected of them. There will be a new 
quarterback for the Spartans this year and 
they will have a chance to prove themselves 
in the season opener. Defensively, Amani 
Hooks and Austin Easterling will lead the 
linebacker unit and will be in charge of slow-
ing down a good Memorial offense.

The Spartans will have their work cut 
out for them. Memorial brings back a good 
quarterback in Jackson Salters and an 
explosive running back in Cooper Gindorf. 
Defensively they bring back only two start-
ers, and that is where the Spartans can take 
advantage of inexperience. 

Overall it will give a great opening look 
at both teams and give Seven Lakes an idea 
of their strengths and weaknesses after one 
week of the season. 

Friday
Cinco Ranch vs. College Park,  
6:30 p.m. at Rhodes Stadium

Last year: Cinco Ranch 41, College Park 13
• Cinco will figure out a lot about where 

they are with their first game of the season 
against College Park. 

The Cougars will have new starters all 
over the field and it will be a chance for 
players to prove themselves and cement 
playing time this season. Offensively there 
will be new players at nearly every position, 
but the Cougars have talent and will be able 
to lean on running backs Domenic Ramirez, 
Tessiah Young and Kevin Bello to help lead 
the offense. Connor Brock and Charlie 
Adamoli might both get reps at the quarter-
back position while they both try to cement 
themselves as the starter and it will offer an 
opportunity for Cinco to learn more about 
lots of players. 

Defensively, Cinco will expect big per-
formances from their two big time corners 
in Taytum Johnson and Superior Hill and 
others will need to step up around them.

College Park will provide a test for Cinco, 
especially the Cougars' defense. They bring 
back quarterback Kam Montgomery and 

wide receiver Connor Dunphy along with 
other weapons in the pass game and it will 
be up to the Cinco defense to shut that 
down. The Cinco defense should be able to 
find success against the College Park offense 
but overall it should be a very good matchup 
between the two teams.

Taylor vs. Cy-Woods,  
7 p.m. at Berry Center

Last year: Cy-Woods 38, Taylor 17
• It will be a tough matchup for Taylor 

to start the season as they face a strong Cy-
Woods team on Friday at the Berry Center. 

Taylor faced off against Cy-Woods last 
year as well and came short, but with an 
improved roster and experience it will be a 
good first game for Taylor to learn from.

Taylor has lots of returners this year, with 
Dante Archie and Ian Flynt chief among 
them on the offense and Josh Higginbotham 
stepping in at quarterback. That trio will 
have a great chance to prove themselves 
against Cy-Woods while the Taylor defense, 
led by Ashton Coker and Cyrus Reyes will be 
tested as well.

Cy-Woods has talent all over the offensive 
side of the ball, being led by quarterback 
Aiden Horton, who threw for 1,330 yards 
last year to go with 12 touchdowns. They 
also have strong players at receiver, running 
back and on the line, which will be a test for 
a good Taylor defense. Defensively is where 
Woods has some question marks. The team 
has a strong secondary but up front they lost 
some big-time talent and the offensive line 
of Taylor could take advantage of that. 

Overall, the game should make for an 
intriguing one that could go either way.

Paetow vs. Conroe,  
7 p.m. at Moorehead Stadium

Last year: Paetow 14, Conroe 3
• Paetow got last year started on the right 

foot when they took down Conroe 14-3 and 
the Panthers will try to start this season by 
doing the same thing.

Last year's game was a good one where 
two strong defenses went back and forth and 
there wasn’t much scoring. The Panthers 
will want to come out and show their new 
offense and what it can offer. Brock Nichols 
has had a full offseason working as the No. 1 
quarterback and will have some weapons to 
work with. Jabari Bush is a huge target and 
quarterback's best friend, and there are also 
options to spread the ball around in the run 
and the pass game. 

Defensively, the Panthers have talent 
all around the ball. They bring back some 
of their most important players and should 
have a strong unit all around. But they will 
be tested by Conroe.

The Tigers return a very strong defense, 
especially on the back end with Devondre 
McGee, Isaiah Pruitt and Tice Wiliams 
being a formidable trio in the secondary. On 
offense, Conroe could be trying to sort out 
their starting quarterback and the Panthers 
could be able to take advantage of that. 

The matchup will give a good look at how 
sharp Paetow is early on as they have a goal 
of reaching the playoffs this year.

Jordan vs. Aldine Davis,  
7 p.m. at Leonard George Stadium

Last year: Jordan 64, Davis 14
• Jordan has big goals this year and it 

starts with their opener against Aldine Davis. 
The two met last year in the first game 

of the season as well, with Jordan dominat-
ing from start to finish in a huge win. The 
Warriors should be able to put another early 
stamp on the season this year, as they return 
a huge number of players on both sides of 
the ball and look to be a clear favorite in the 
game.

Jordan’s offense is filled with difference 
makers. Colin Willetts should have taken 
another jump heading into his senior year 
— he is helped out by Andrew Marsh and 
Zechariah Sample at receiver and Chad Gas-
per at running back to go along with even 
more weapons. 

Defensively, Sample and Zion Jones are 
two of the most important players they have, 
while they also have strong players on the 
line which will help incorporate newcomers.

Davis will have a good defense this year, 
with starters returning at the linebacker and 
defensive line level. Offensively, Davis might 
have trouble against Jordan and it should 
be a chance for the Warriors to get plenty of 
players playing time early in the year.

Mayde Creek vs. Westside,  
7:15 p.m. at Legacy Stadium

Last year: Mayde Creek 30, Westside 0
• Mayde Creek will start the year against 

Westside for the second straight season and 
it will be a chance for the Rams' returners to 
show their improvement against a team they 
should have an advantage over.

Mayde Creek came out 30-0 winners in 
last year's matchup, which they dominated 
from start to finish. This year will be about 
how far players have come from last year. 
Cole Jensen will have a full offseason under 
his belt as the starting quarterback for the 
Rams, and Eric Nelson joins him as a real 
threat in the backfield — both running and 
receiving. Trey Williams will be the team's 
No. 1 wideout in what could be a good unit. 
Defensively, Trevin Lucius and Torian Col-
lier will be the biggest returners.

Westside will bring back some experience 
on offense, with Josh Robinson returning 
at quarterback and both Bryce Harris and 
Brayden Anderson leading the backfield. 
The defensive side of the ball has some ques-
tions for Westside that Mayde Creek should 
be able to take advantage of in what should 
be a strong first game for the Rams.

Saturday
Katy vs. Clear Springs,  

6:30 p.m. at Rhodes Stadium

Last year: Katy 49, Clear Springs 16
• Katy’s yearly matchup with Clear 

Springs comes again in the first week of the 
season, in what should again give Katy a 
chance to test out different things against an 
opponent. 

The Tigers will have a number of players 
stepping up into bigger roles this season. 
Gunner Nelson will take over at quarterback 
and Romel Jordan will take over as the 
team's primary running back and it will be 
the first chance fans have to take a look at 
both. Returners are plentiful on the offensive 
line but not at the skill positions. Chase 
Johnsey, Luke Carter and Oliver Ginn are the 
only players back who have had meaningful 
playing time at the skill positions, but the 
Tigers should still be able to work well 
offensively. 

Defensively, the Tigers should be very 
strong with good players spread across 
the field. Dakyus Brinkley is a stud on the 
defensive line while Jed Olotu-Judah is 
a steady presence in the secondary, and 
Nathan Hall will lead the linebacking unit. 

But that defense will be tested by a 
veteran offensive group from Clear Springs. 
The team returns eight starters. Raymond 
Edwards is the biggest returner for them at 
running back and can be a force against any 
defense, while Julian Salazar is a returner at 
quarterback and Clear Springs has a strong 
offensive line. 

Defensively, Michael Sylvalie is the 
team's top returner and overall it should 
provide a good test both talent wise and with 
being able to try out different players and get 
them playing time.

Tompkins vs. Cy-Ranch,  
7:15 p.m. at Legacy Stadium

Last year: Tompkins 31, Cy-Ranch 23
• Tompkins wants to play the best in their 

non-district schedule and they will start 
out with a matchup that is just that against 
Cy-Ranch.

Last year’s season opener between the 
two teams was a great game that Tomp-
kins ended up winning by one score, and 
the follow up should be just as good. Both 
teams in the matchup are expected to be top 
contenders in their districts and some of the 
best teams in the area.

Tompkins’ backfield duo of Wyatt Young 
and Caleb Blocker will lead the way offen-
sively along with a good offensive line unit 
that returns. Defensively, the Falcons again 
have a good unit that should be able to com-
pete with any team.

On the side of Cy-Ranch, they return a 
strong team that includes Kyle McCray at 
running back, who ran for 714 yards and 11 
touchdowns last year and Carson Littlefield, 
who had over 1000 yards receiving last sea-
son. The pass attack of Cy-Ranch will test the 
Falcons. Defensively, the Mustangs return 
six starters on that side of the ball and the 
team's defensive line is packed with talent. It 
will be a great strength on strength matchup 
where both teams will identify things they 
need to work on before they get to district 
play.
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Water District
Notice of Public Hearing on Tax Rate
The Fort Bend County Municipal Utility District No. 220 will hold a public hearing on a
proposed tax rate for the tax year 2023 on Wednesday, September 6, 2023 at 12:00 p.m. at 
Schwartz, Page & Harding, L.L.P., 1300 Post Oak Boulevard, Suite 2500, Houston, Texas 77056. 
Your individual taxes may increase at a greater or lesser rate, or even decrease, depending on the 
tax rate that is adopted and on the change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the 
change in taxable value of all other property. The change in the taxable value of your property in 
relation to the change in the taxable value of all other property determines the distribution of the 
tax burden among all property owners.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which 
you can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including information 
about proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your 
property.

FOR the proposal: C. LeBouf, B. Dahl, & B. Colliander

AGAINST the proposal: (none)

PRESENT and not voting: (none)

ABSENT: K. Gehringer & G. Krejci

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit last 
year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

 Last Year  This Year
Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $    1 .390 /$100  $      1.390 /$100
 Adopted       Proposed

Difference in rates per $100 of value  $0.000 /$100

Percentage increase/decrease
    in rates (+/-)  0.0000%

Average appraised residence
    homestead value $293,619  $343,800

General homestead exemptions available
    (excluding 65 years of age or older or
    disabled person’s exemptions)  $           0     $           0       

Average residence homestead
    taxable value $293,619  $343,800

Tax on average residence homestead $4,081.30  $4,778.82

Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
    proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)  $697.52
    and percentage of increase (+/-)  17.0906%

NOTICE OF TAXPAYERS’ RIGHT TO ELECTION TO REDUCE TAX RATE

If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance, and contract tax rate 
that would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead increasing by more than eight 
percent, the qualified voters of the district by petition may require that an election be held 
to determine whether to reduce the operation and maintenance tax rate to the voter-approval tax 
rate under Section 49.23603, Water Code.

If the proposed combined debt service and operation and maintenance tax rate requires 
or authorizes an election to approve or reduce the tax rate, the District proposes to use 
the tax increase for the purpose of establishing an operating reserve.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is 
calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

Questions regarding this notice can be directed to the tax office at (281) 499-1223.

ages more hiring of minority 
coaches around the league.

Edwards got the chance 
for multiple weeks in training 
camp and on top of that got 
chosen to participate with 
the Ravens, an organization 
he was ecstatic to work under 
— especially with a well run 
staff all the way from the 
general managers office to 
the position coaches.

“As an offensive coach, 
being able to sit in those 
room, listen to those con-
versations and see how they 
teach and go about things 
from a schematic stand-
point, it was everything 
I could have ever asked 
for. “Edwards said. “Being 
able to implement some of 
those things they did and 
bring it down and help the 
kids at Paetow just makes 

me a better coach, and will 
hopefully lead to our offense 
being even better. What I’m 
so excited about it.”

But the most important 
thing he took from his time 
with the Ravens came from 
watching longtime head 
coach John Harbaugh. 

“The way he goes about 
his job and the way he 
manages things was the 
most insightful thing for 
me,” Edwards said. “He 
surrounds himself and hires 
good people — you can see 
how confident he is in them 
and that allows him to just 
manage everything. Those 
guys focus in and really work 
hard with the dudes and 
Harbaugh oversees the prac-
tice but trusts his coaches 
to do the job they were 
hired to do. Structurally and 

organizationally I was just so 
impressed with everything 
there with the Ravens.”

The biggest thing for 
Edwards was taking what he 
learned and applying it to 
his current position, helping 
the Panthers be the best they 
can be. He has been working 
on that since he has gotten 
back and Edwards can’t wait 
for the team to show their 
progress when they get to 
the regular season. 

“I’m so excited about 
it,” Edwards said. “We got 
talent here all over the place, 
both up front and at the skill 
positions and we have some 
really good pieces. We think 
this can be a really good 
offense we just have to keep 
at it and keep improving 
every day. That’s what it’s all 
about.”
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ranked 12th, Cy-Fair was ranked 
18th, Summer Creek was ranked 21st 
and Ridge Point was ranked 25th.

The Tigers have big pieces to 
replace this offseason but bring back 
a wealth of talent. The offensive line 
will be one of the strongest units 
in the area and the defensive line 
should be the same. The Tigers are 
set up for another year where they 
can make a run through district and 
the playoffs. 

Katy will only play one team 
ranked in the top 25 during this reg-
ular season, as there will be a battle 
of top 10 teams on Sept. 1 when the 
Tigers travel to Humble to take on 
Atascocita in the team's final district 
game of the season.

Following is the full Class 6A 
Dave Campbell Texas Football Pre-
season Texas High School Football 
Rankings.

Rank Team Returning Starters O/D 2022 Result
1 Duncanville 6/4 15-0 DI state champion
2 Galena Park North Shore 6/5 15-1 DI state finalist
3 DeSoto 6/6 14-2 DII state champion
4 Austin Westlake 5/3 14-1 DI state semifinalist
5 Katy 5/4 14-1 DII state semifinalist
6 Spring Westfield 5/6 12-2 DI regional finalist
7 Austin Vandegrift 5/5 14-2 DII state finalist
8 Southlake Carroll 6/4 13-1 DII regional finalist
9 Denton Guyer 3/4 14-1 DII state semifinalist
10 Humble Atascocita 6/3 11-3 DI regional finalist
11 Lake Travis 8/7 7-5 DI regional semifinalist
12 The Woodalnds 8/4 10-3 DI regional semifinalist
13 Cibolo Steele 5/5 11-1 DI area finalist
14 Prosper 6/5 13-2 DI state semifinalist
15 Lewisville 7/3 12-2 DI regional finalist
16 San Antonio Brennan 3/5 12-2 DI regional finalist
17 North Crowley 6/6 12-1 DI regional semifinalist
18 Cypress-Fairbanks 8/5 10-2 DI area finalist
19 Klein Collins 7/7 10-2 DI area finalist
20 Rockwall 4/5 10-2 DI area finalist
21 Humble Summer Creek 4/4 8-5 DII regional semifinalist
22 McKinney 6/8 8-5 DII regional semifinalist
23 Dripping Springs 5/5 12-2 DII regional finalist
24 Byron Nelson 4/11 11-2 DII regional semifinalist
25 Fort Bend Ridge Point 6/2 10-3 DI regional semifinalist

CLASS 6A DAVE CAMPBELL  
TEXAS FOOTBALL PRESEASON RANKINGS

from page B1
RANKINGAbove: Katy players wrap up a C.E. King ballcarrier during a Class 6A-Divison II Region III Final between 

Katy and C.E. King at NRG Stadium. Below: Katy's Johnathan Hall makes a tackle during Friday's Class 
6A-Division II Region III Final between Katy and C.E. King at NRG Stadium.

PHOTOS BY SCOTT W. COLEMAN 

The Katy Tigers take the field for the Class 6A-DII state semifinal football game between Katy and Vandegrift on Dec. 10, 2022 in San Antonio.
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Receptionist/ Technician
for Eye Dr.’s office

Must be friendly and willing to learn.
We will train. Flexible hours.
Please email Dr. Freeman at

Katy_Family_Eye_Care_DrF@hushmail.com, 
call 281-579-6939 or come by Katy Family 
Eye Care at 1313 Fry Road, Katy, TX 77449

to fill out an application.

Application has been made with 
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission for a Wine & Malt 
Beverage Retailer’s Permit (BG) 
by “Last Bite Artisan Bistro”
to be located at 9910 Gaston 
Road Unit #160 – Katy, Fort 
Bend, Texas. Officers of said
corporation, or owners or 
partners are: Alejandro Tome, 
Member Manager, Valeria A. 
Tome, Member Manager.

SECTION 00200 - INVITATION 
FOR TRADE CONTRACTOR

PROPOSALS
Trade Contractor and Supplier Proposals for the construction
of the Waller County Courthouse at 836 Austin Street, 
Hempstead, TX 77445 will be received by the Design/Build 
Contractor, SEDALCO INC, via e-mail until 5:00 p.m. local 
time on September 13, 2023.

Proposals should clearly indicate the project name, scope
of work, and any pertinent inclusions/exclusions.  Further, 
proposals must be accompanied by the SEDALCO Bid Form 
(if provided).  Please send proposals to bids@sedalco.com.

Bid Documents will be distributed by SEDALCO, Inc. 
through iSqFt and will be available for viewing and
download at iSqFt.com.  Please contact Dave Ritz at
SEDALCO, Inc. if other methods of document distribution 
or viewing are necessary.

Plans and specifications will be available for distribution to 
trade contractors and suppliers on or about August 14, 2023.   

All questions regarding the proposal request and access to 
the bidding documents must be directed to the Design/Build 
Contractor as follows:

 SEDALCO INC
 9400 Grogans Mill Road, Suite 320
 The Woodlands, TX 77380-3636
 281-907-5650
 bids@sedalco.com 

Waller County and SEDALCO, Inc. reserve the right to
reject any or all proposals and to waive any formalities or
irregularities and to make the award of the contract in the
best interest of Waller County.  By submitting a proposal,
each proposer agrees to waive any claim it has or may have
against the Owner, the Architect/Engineer, Design/Build
Contractor and their respective employees, arising out of
or in connection with the administration, evaluation, or
recommendation of any proposal; waiver of any
requirements under the proposal documents; or the contract
documents; acceptance or rejection of any proposals; and 
award of the Contract.

August 17 Puzzle Answers

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
The City Planning And Zoning Commission And The City 
Council Of The City Of Katy, Texas, Will Each Conduct 
Public Hearings At Their Regular Meetings To Be Held At 
City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas.

CITY PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING

6:30 p.m., Tuesday, September 12, 2023

CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING
6:30 p.m., Monday, September 25, 2023

The City Planning And Zoning Commission And 
The City Council Of The City Of Katy, Texas, Will
Conduct Public Hearings At Their Regular Meetings To
Be Held At City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas. The
Hearings Are Being Conducted To Receive Comments
From The Public On A Proposed Ordinance Of The City
Council Of The City Of Katy, Texas Amending The City’s
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance By Amending The
Zoning Map To Zone Approximately 4.7 Acres Of Land
In The H&TCRR CO Survey Section 43, Abstract 1711,
Tracts: 5D, 5F-2, 5G, 5J, 5J-1 & 5J-2, and W.A. Stanberry
Subdivision, Block 1, Lot 1, In Harris County From
“C-1” Commercial District to “R-1” Single-Family
District. 

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON 

THE PROPOSED 2024 BUDGET FOR 
WALLER COUNTY, TEXAS

Notice is hereby given that, on Wednesday, September 
6, 2023 at 9:00 a.m, a public hearing will be held on the
Proposed 2024 Budget for Waller County, Texas, as
prepared by the County Judge, to be considered by the 
Waller County Commissioners Court.  This budget hearing 
will be held at the Waller County Courthouse, 836 Austin 
Street, Hempstead, Texas  77445.  A copy of the proposed 
budget for adoption is available for inspection in the Office 
of Debbie Hollan, County Clerk of Waller County, Texas.  
The public is invited to attend this Budget Hearing.  

This budget will raise more revenue from property taxes 
than last year’s budget by $ 7,704,673 which is a 15.87% 
increase from last year’s budget.  The property tax revenue 
to be raised from new property added to the tax roll this 
year is $5,167,448.

 Carbett “Trey” J. Duhon III
 Waller County Judge

NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF APPLICATION BY 
COMMISSIONERS’ COURT

TO REVISE A SUBDIVISION PLAT FILED FOR 
RECORD WITH THE COUNTY CLERK

APPLICATION:   Laura Angela Frayre and Misael Frayre-Sierra, owner(s), are
requesting to be allowed to revise Lot 5, Block 1, Shiloh Subdivision.  The revision 
will subdivide 1 residential lot to create 3 residential lots.  These newly configured 
lots would consist of 1.5773 acres of land.  Shiloh Subdivision is situated in the S. P.
Railroad Company Survey, Section 3, Abstract No. 262, Waller County, Texas
recorded in Volume 297, Page 220, in the Deed Records of Waller County, Texas.

This replat request, if approved, will only revise the applicant’s property.

PUBLIC HEARING:   A public hearing will be held during the regular session of 
Commissioners’ Court on September 20, 2023, at 9:00 A.M. at the Waller County 
Courthouse, 836 Austin St., Hempstead, Texas, 77445.SUBSCRIBE! 281-391-3141

FIND US ON
FACEBOOK

facebook.com/@thekatytimes

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
The City Planning And Zoning Commission And The City 
Council Of The City Of Katy, Texas, Will Each Conduct 
Public Hearings At Their Regular Meetings To Be Held At 
City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas.

CITY PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING

6:30 p.m., Tuesday, September 12, 2023

CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING
6:30 p.m., Monday, September 25, 2023

The City Planning And Zoning Commission And The 
City Council Of The City Of Katy, Texas, Will Conduct 
Public Hearings At Their Regular Meetings To Be Held 
At City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas. The Hearings 
Are Being Conducted To Receive Comments From The 
Public On A Proposed Ordinance Of The City Council
Of The City Of Katy, Texas Amending The City’s
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance By Amending The
Zoning Map To Zone Approximately 1.1477 Acres Of
Land In The E.P. Everett Survey, Abstract 385 And
Approximately 1.6294 Acres Of Land Being A Portion
Of FM 1463 Right-of-Way, Fort Bend County, From
“R-1” Single-Family District to “C-2” General Business 
District.
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5.45+/- Ac w/I-10 Frontage

TX WILLIAMS & WILLIAMS WORLDWIDE REAL ESTATE, LLC; DAVID MONTALVO, LIC. NO. 595597.; 
KEITH W. BABB - TX - AUCTIONEER 6701. 5% BUYER’S PREMIUM.

800.801.8003 • williamsauction.com/TX

COLUMBUS, TX • I-10 And Alleyton Road
5.45+/-ac of commercial land located just off I-10. The parcel is highly 
visible off of I-10 with approx. 50,000 cars passing each day. Located 
just an hour from Houston. Well and septic onsite. 

real estateauction

Bid Online Only Sept 18 - 20 at auctionnetwork.com

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Prepare 
for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(855) 704-8579

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty* 
A $695 Value!

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

PAYMENT OPTIONS

TexSCAN Week of 
Aug. 20-26, 2023

ACREAGE
LAND FOR SALE. Hunting, recreational, retire-
ment. Hill Country, Trans Pecos regions in South 
Texas. 30-year fixed rate, owner financing, 5% down. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com. 800-876-9720.

AUCTION
5.45+/- Ac w/I-10 Frontage, Columbus, TX, I-10 
and Alleyton Road. 5.45+/- acres of commercial 
land, highly visible off of I-10 with approx. 50,000 
cars passing each day. Located just an hour from 
Houston. Well and septic onsite. Bid Online Only 
Sept. 18 - 20 at auctionnetwork.com. 800-801-8003, 
williamsauction.com/TX.

ENERGY
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call 
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

PETS & LIVESTOCK
Use Happy Jack® DD-33 on dogs & cats to kill fleas 
and deer ticks on contact.  Biodegradeable!  At Tractor 
Supply® (www.happyjackinc.com)

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
Student Loan Debt Refinancing, Lower Payment, 
Reduce Rate, No Fees. Save Money, Cash Back! 
LendKey, go to: Loan333.com. 

Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing 
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our 
case managers simplify the process & work hard to 
help with your case.  Call 1-844-494-0689 FREE 
Consultation. Local Attorneys Nationwide Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL 
(TX/NM Bar.)

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

See how good it feels to rehome the 
stuff you’re not using, and generate 
some extra cash in the process!

Place Your Ad Today!

www.katytimes.com

Call 281-391-3141
or email debbie.prejean@katytimes.com
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PUBLIC NOTICES

NOTICE OF PROPOSED WALLER COUNTY
ELECTED OFFICIALS INCREASES IN

SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES
Notice is hereby given, in accordance with Section 152.013 of the Texas Local Government Code, that 
the Waller County Commissioners Court will set the salary and allowances of elected County or Precinct 
Officers at 9:00 A.M., on the 6th day of September, 2023 in Commissioners Court, located at the Waller 
County Courthouse, 836 Austin Street, Hempstead, Texas 77445. 

The purpose of this notice is to inform the general public of the following proposed salary and allowance 
increases for Elected Officials and Precinct Officers.

OFFICE 2023 2024 INCREASE/(DECREASE)

Criminal District Attorney 
 Salary Supplement $   18,000.00 $   18,000.00 $

506th District Judge
 Salary Supplement $ 12,000.00 $  12,000.00 $
 Juvenile Board Salary $   1,200.00 $    1,200.00 $

County Court at Law #1  
 Salary $   169,800.00 $   169,800.00 $   
 CPS Stipend $     15,000.00 $     15,000.00 $
 Longevity $          260.00 $          312.00 $          52.00    
 Juvenile Board Salary $       1,200.00 $       1,200.00 $
 Cell Phone Allowance $          960.00 $          960.00 $
 COLA Stipend $       2,000.00   $   (2,000.00)

County Court at Law #2
 Salary $ $   193,400.00 $ 193,400.00
 Longevity $ $ $    
 Cell Phone Allowance $ $         960.00 $         960.00

Sheriff
 Salary $    85,455.00 $   110,000.00 $   24,545.00     
 Longevity $         156.00 $          208.00 $          52.00
 COLA Stipend $       2,000.00 $      $    (2,000.00)

County Judge
 Salary $     92,277.00 $    130,000.00 $   37,723.00    
 Longevity $          468.00 $           520.00 $          52.00       
 Juvenile Board Salary $       1,200.00 $         1,200.00 $
 COLA Stipend $       2,000.00 $        $     (2,000.00)

County Clerk
 Salary $     75,705.00 $     90,705.00 $    15,000.00      
 Longevity $        3,000.00 $       3,000.00 $           
 Travel Allowance $        1,000.00 $       1,000.00 $
 Cell Phone Allowance $           960.00 $          960.00 $
 COLA Stipend $        2,000.00 $ $     (2,000.00)

District Clerk
 Salary $      75,705.00 $      90,705.00 $   15,000.00      
 Longevity $        1,828.00 $        2,028.00 $        200.00          
 Travel Allowance $           600.00 $            600.00 $
 COLA Stipend $        2,000.00 $  $    (2,000.00)

Treasurer
 Salary $    75,705.00 $     90,705.00 $    15,000.00       
 Longevity $      3,000.00 $      3,000.00 $               
 Travel Allowance $      1,000.00 $       1,000.00 $
 COLA Stipend $      2,000.00 $ $     (2,000.00)

Tax Assessor Collector
 Salary $    75,705.00 $     90,705.00 $   15,000.00       
 Longevity $      3,000.00 $      3,000.00 $
 Travel Allowance $         800.00 $          800.00 $
 Cell Phone Allowance $         960.00 $          960.00 $
 COLA Stipend $      2,000.00 $ $    (2,000.00)

County Commissioner, Pct. 1  
 Salary $     71,828.00 $      88,000.00 $   16,172.00       
 Longevity $          572.00 $          624 .00 $          52.00  
 Travel Allowance $        7,800.00 $        7,800.00 $     
 COLA Stipend $        2,000.00 $  $    (2,000.00)

County Commissioner, Pct. 2
 Salary $      71,828.00 $      88,000.00 $    16,172.00        
 Longevity $          260.00 $           312.00 $           52.00       
 Travel Allowance $       7,800.00 $        7,800.00 $    
 COLA Stipend $       2,000.00 $ $     (2,000.00)

County Commissioner, Pct. 3
 Salary $    71,828.00 $       88,000.00 $     16,172.00        
 Longevity $         156.00 $            208.00 $            52.00
 Travel Allowance $      7,800.00 $         7,800.00 $      
 COLA Stipend $      2,000.00 $          $      (2,000.00)

County Commissioner, Pct. 4
 Salary $    71,828.00 $       88,000.00 $      16,172.00
 Longevity $         468.00 $          520.00 $             52.00
 Travel Allowance $       7,800.00 $        3,900.00 $       (3,900.00)
 COLA Stipend $       2,000.00     $         $       (2,000.00)

County Constable, Pct. 1
 Salary $     56,989.00 $      61,989.00 $        5,000.00
 Longevity $       1,228.00 $        1,428.00 $         200.00   
 COLA Stipend $        2,000.00 $          $       (2,000.00)

County Constable, Pct. 2
 Salary $      56,989.00 $       61,989.00 $        5,000.00 
 Longevity $        3,000.00 $         3,000.00 $
 COLA Stipend $        2,000.00 $ $       (2,000.00)

County Constable, Pct. 3
 Salary $      56,989.00 $        61,989.00 $      5,000.00      
 Longevity $          572.00 $             624.00 $           52.00         
 Cell Phone Allowance $           960.00 $             960.00 $
 COLA Stipend $        2,000.00 $           $     (2,000.00)

County Constable, Pct. 4 
 Salary $       56,989.00 $         61,989.00 $     5,000.00       
 Longevity $          3,000.00 $          3,000 00 $      
 Cell Phone Allowance $            960.00 $              960.00 $
 COLA Stipend $         2,000.00 $ $    (2,000.00)

Justice of Peace, Pct. 1
 Salary $       70,040.00 $        85,040.00 $   15,000.00       
 Longevity $         2,528.00 $          2,828.00 $        300.00        
 Travel Allowance $         5,000.00 $          5,000.00 $     
 Cell Phone Allowance $            960.00 $             960.00 $
 COLA Stipend $         2,000.00 $        $   (2,000.00)

Justice of Peace, Pct. 2
 Salary $       70,040.00 $        85,040.00 $   15,000.00     
 Longevity $            260.00 $             312.00 $          52.00
 Travel Allowance $         5,000.00 $           2,500.00 $    (2,500.00)
 Cell Phone Allowance $            960.00 $              960.00 $
 COLA Stipend $         2,000.00 $          $   (2,000.00)

Justice of Peace, Pct. 3
 Salary $     70,040.00 $         85,040.00 $    15,000.00        
 Longevity $         676.00 $               728.00 $           52.00       
 Travel Allowance $      5,000.00 $           5,000.00 $   
 Cell Phone Allowance $         960.00 $              960.00 $
 COLA Stipend $      2,000.00 $              $    (2,000.00)

Justice of Peace, Pct. 4 
 Salary $      70,040.00 $        85,040.00 $    15,000.00   
 Longevity $       1,428.00 $         1,628.00 $         200.00    
 Travel Allowance $        5,000.00 $         5,000.00 $    
 Cell Phone Allowance $           960.00 $            960.00 $
 COLA Stipend $        2,000.00 $ $     (2,000.00)
   ____________________________________
   Carbett “Trey” J. Duhon III
   Waller County Judge

INVITATION TO BID
Sealed bids, in duplicate will be received by RSG Engineering, 13501 Katy
Freeway, Suite 3180, Houston, Texas 77079 until 11:00 a.m. on Friday, September
8, 2023. All bids will be publicly opened and read, in person and via Zoom
Conference Call, for the construction of the project.  

Katy Hockley Business Park Drainage

Calling information will be provided at www.civcastusa.com. 

A non-mandatory Pre-Bid Conference will be held on Monday, September 4, 
2023, at 11:00 a.m.., at the office of the, RSG Engineering, 13501 Katy Freeway, 
Suite 3180, Houston, Texas 77079.  Bids submitted by parties not attending the 
Pre-Bid Conference will still be accepted.  

The above described construction will be performed in accordance with plans and 
specifications and any addenda thereto which may be issued prior to the opening 
of bids.  Plans, specifications and bid documents may be obtained at the CivCast 
USA Website (www.civcastusa.com).  Documents are also available for review at 
the office of the Engineer.

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Certified or Cashier’s Check, from a
responsible bank in the State of Texas, or a Bid Bond, issued by a surety legally 
authorized to do business in the State of Texas, equal to two percent (2%) of the 
total bid amount.  Make the Cashier’s Check, Certified Check or Bid Bond payable 
to the Owner.

If the Contractor is not one of the three low bidders, he may pick up his Cashier’s
Check Bid Security the following business day after the bid opening.  If the
Contractor is the third low bidder, he may exchange his Cashier’s Check Bid
Security for a two percent (2%) Bid Bond after the seventh (7th) calendar day after 
the bid opening.  If the Contractor is the second low bidder, he may exchange his 
Cashier’s Check Bid Security for a two percent (2%) bid bond after the fourteenth 
(14th) calendar day after the bid opening.  If the Contractor is the low bidder, the 
Cashier’s Check Bid Security will be returned after the Contract Documents are 
executed by all parties.

The successful bidder must furnish within seven (7) calendar days from the date 
the Contractor is notified that the Contract Documents are available for pick 
up, a Performance Bond and a Payment Bond on the forms furnished with the 
Contract Documents, each in the amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the 
total Contract price.  The Surety Company must be authorized to do business 
in Texas, which authorization must be recorded in the files of the State Board of
Insurance.  The Surety Company must be authorized to issue Payment and
Performance Bonds in the amount required for the particular contract, which
authorization must be recorded in the files of the State Board of Insurance.  The 
Surety Company must have a rating of at least “A” in the current Best’s Key Rating
Guide, or if the Surety Company does not have such a rating due to the length
of time it has existed, the Surety Company must be eligible to participate in the
Surety Bond Guarantee Program of the Small Business Administration and must
be an approved surety listed in the current U.S. Department of Treasury Circular
570, and must meet all of the related rules and regulations of the Treasury
Department.  The person executing the Payment and Performance Bonds must
be a licensed Texas local recording agent and such licensing must be recorded in
the files of the State Board of Insurance.  The person executing the Payment and
Performance Bonds must be authorized by the Surety Company to execute
Performance and Payment Bonds on behalf of the company in the amount
required for the contract and such authorization must be recorded in the files of 
the State Board of Insurance.  The Contract shall not be in effect until such bonds 
have been provided by the Contractor and accepted by the Owner.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all bids or to accept any bid deemed 
advantageous to it and waive informalities in bidding.  All bids received after the 
above-designated closing time will be returned to the Contractor unopened.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed proposals addressed to the City of Katy will be received at the City of Katy 
City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas 77493, attention Becky L. McGrew, City
Secretary; for furnishing all necessary materials, equipment, superintendence,
and labor for the construction of the 2023 Morton Road Lift Station
Rehabilitation project, until 3:00 pm Thursday, September 14, 2023. Bids will,
immediately thereafter, be publicly opened and read aloud in the City of Katy
Council Chambers. Any bids received after closing time will be returned
unopened.

The project involves the rehabilitation of the existing lift station located within the 
right of way of Morton Road in the City of Katy. The project also includes all labor, 
equipment, materials, and incidentals required for the project.

Each proposal shall be accompanied by a bid guarantee of not less than 5% of total 
bid amount, as a guarantee that the bidder will enter into a contract and execute 
the required bonds within ten days after notice of award.  At the option of the 
bidder, the guarantee may be one of the following: 

a. Cashier’s check or certified check upon a national or state bank, payable to the 
City of Katy.

b. Bid bond from a surety company listed in the latest issue of U.S. Treasury
 Circular 570, such bid bond being within the maximum amount specified for 

such company in that publication.

Bids without such guarantee will not be considered.

Award of this contract will be made on the basis of the lowest responsive
responsible bid and references. The right is reserved as the interest of the Owner 
may require, to reject any or all bids, and to waive any informality in bids received. 
The successful bidder must furnish Performance Bond and Payment Bond on the 
forms provided in the amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the total contract 
price from a Surety acceptable to the Owner. Owner reserves the right to award 
the contract at any time within ninety (90) days after bid opening.

A Virtual Non-Mandatory Pre-Bid Conference will be held to review the
scope of work. The Pre-Bid Conference will be held on Wednesday, September 
6, 2023 at 2:00 pm.

Information for joining the virtual meeting is given below:

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82239938485
Meeting ID: 822 3993 8485
Dial In: 1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

Equal Opportunity in Employment – all qualified applicants will receive
consideration for employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, age, 
handicap or national origin.  Bidders on this work will be required to comply with 
the President’s Executive Order No. 11246, as amended by Executive Order 11375, 
and as supplemented in Department of Labor regulations 41 CFR Part 60.

A Complete set of the bidding documents are on file at www.civcastusa.com.
There is no cost to view or download the plans. Complete sets of Bidding
Documents shall be used in preparing Bids; neither Owner nor Engineer assumes
any responsibility for errors or misinterpretations resulting from the use of
incomplete sets of Bidding Documents.

First Publication: 8-24-2023
Second Publication: 8-31-2023



STAFF REPORT

The University of Houston 
Volleyball team starts its season 
ranked at No. 19 in the American 
Volleyball Coaches Association/
Taraflex Poll, the organization an-
nounced. The placement is Hous-
ton’s highest preseason ranking 
in program history, with its other 
ranking being at No. 25 in 1993.

Head Coach David Rehr’s 
squad will be tested early, starting 
its season in the Fertitta Center 
with a ranked matchup against 
No. 22 USC at 8 p.m., Aug. 25. The 
team’s schedule also includes 
meetings against other currently 
ranked foes, including No.1 Texas 

(Oct. 14, Oct. 15 in the Fertitta Cen-
ter), No. 10 Kentucky (Sept. 8 in 
West Lafayette, Ind.), No. 15 Baylor 
(Nov. 22 in Waco, Texas) and No. 
17 BYU (Sept. 20 in Provo, Utah), 
and four teams that are receiving 
votes (Kansas, UCF, TCU and Iowa 
State). The Cougars also have the 
potential to face off against No. 16 
Purdue on Sept. 9. Houston visits 
#23 Rice for an exhibition match 
on Saturday at 5 p.m.

The Cougars are one of four Big 
12 Conference teams to be ranked 
in the preseason poll and one of 
two conference newcomers. In 
total, eight Big 12 teams received 
votes in the poll. Houston was 
selected to finish sixth in the con-

ference by the league’s coaches.
Houston returns both of its 

All-Americans from last season in 
senior libero Kate Georgiades, who 
also received preseason All-Big 
12 honors, and graduate outside 
hitter Abbie Jackson. The pair are 
complemented by returning start-
ers Rachel Tullos, Kellen Morin 
and Morgan Janda, as well as in-
coming transfers Katie Corelli (Ole 
Miss), Nena Mbonu (Louisville) 
and preseason All-Big 12 honoree 
Kenna Sauer (Texas Tech).

The Cougars finished last 
season at No. 17 in the AVCA poll, 
their highest final ranking in team 
history, joining another No. 17 
placement in 1994.
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Katy-West Houston

Leading Orthopedic Care to

KEEP YOU 
MOVING

Same-day appointments for injuries.

Schedule an appointment:

houstonmethodist.org/sportsmed

832.522.8280

Our sports medicine specialists can help keep your 
body in motion.
At Houston Methodist Orthopedics & Sports Medicine at West Hospital, we know every 
movement matters. Our board-certifi ed sports medicine specialists offer:  

• The latest imaging and technology 
• Advanced nonsurgical treatments 
• Minimally invasive procedures 
• State-of-the-art physical and occupational therapy  

Whether you’re suffering from simple aches and pains or dealing with a complex injury, we can 
get you back on your feet — and keep you moving.

20+ convenient locations across 
Greater Houston

Houston Methodist Orthopedics & 
Sports Medicine

Houston Methodist Orthopedic 
Injury Clinic — offering same-day care

UH earns highest preseason rank in its history

COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON ATHLETICS

The University of Houston volleyball team celebrates after a match last season.

VOLLEYBALL
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