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The City of Katy officially lit the Christmas tree in 
front of City Hall, 901 Avenue C in downtown Katy, 
on Thursday, December 7th.  Hundreds crowded 
the historic square for a chance to meet Santa and 
Mrs. Claus – and the Grinch – and to appear in a 
life-sized snow globe.

PHOTOS BY SUSAN ROVEGNO

CITY OF KATY LIGHTS 
ITS CHRISTMAS TREE

School board approves naming of Nelson Jr. High

BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

At its December 11th meeting, the Katy 
Independent School District Board of Trust-
ees approved the naming of Junior High 
#18 during their December regular board 
meeting. The campus, located at 25747 Lon-
genbaugh Rd., Katy, will officially be named 
Nelson Junior High and will open in the fall 
of 2024.  

The Nelson family history spans across 
five generations in the Katy area. Over that 
time, family members have graduated from 
Katy ISD, served on the Board of Trustees, 
and have been deeply involved in various 

district programs such as FFA.  Their con-
nection to the land that Nelson Junior High 
is being built on today is unique, with the 
family having purchased the land genera-
tions ago from a beloved Katy ISD school-
teacher.  Representatives from the Nelson 
family expressed their thanks at Monday 
night’s meeting, with gifts to board members 
made from oak trees from the school site.

The board also discussed and considered 
approval of a resolution regarding adequate 
funding of public schools. The resolution is 
intended to communicate the board’s strong 
stance on school funding to both the state 
legislature and to the community, board 
members said. The board had previously 
discussed such a resolution in a spirited 
exchange at its work study meeting on 
December 4th, and a new version of the res-
olution was drafted based on input given to 
Board President Victor Perez.  Board mem-

Trustees also passed 
resolution on school 
funding in spirited debate

Walmart opens 
high-tech 
fulfillment 
center in Katy
STAFF REPORTS

On Dec. 4, Walmart unveiled its latest 
Market Fulfillment Center (MFC) at the Katy 
Supercenter at 25108 Market Place Drive 
in Katy, near Katy Mills Mall. The high-tech 
center is the first fulfillment center to open 
in Texas and one of five nationally.  A second 
Texas location will open in Wichita Falls later 
in December.  

Store manager Robert Smith said that the 
MFC, which opened in October, has pivoted 
slightly from the original concept.  The original 
plans called for more automation; Smith said 
that the company has since learned that there 

Joe V’s Smart Shop opens in Katy
STAFF REPORTS

Katy shoppers jammed the area around 
Fry Road and Clay Road on Wednesday, 
December 6th as Joe V’s Smart Shop by 
H-E-B in Katy held its grand opening for 
its 10th location in the Houston region. “At 
55,000 square feet, the Joe V’s Smart Shop 

Katy store will deliver the high-quality, 
fresh products H-E-B is known for at even 
lower prices with an assortment that’s 
uniquely curated for the Katy community,” 
said store officials in a press release.  The 
store is located at 4107 N. Fry Road in Katy.

BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

The Katy city council held a 
public hearing on Monday night, 
December 11th, to review a peti-
tion for annexation by the Woods 
Road Industrial Park, which is 
located along the east side of 
Woods Road from Highway 90 
to south of I-10.  Annexation of 
the tract of land – approximately 
143.3 acres located in Waller 
County – was approved in a 5-0 
vote.  The city will now be able to 
provide police and fire protection 
and emergency medical ser-
vices to the property, as well as 
water and wastewater treatment, 
among other services.

The council also unanimous-
ly approved a number of street 
improvements:

• A proposal authorizing the 
mayor to sign an agreement with 
ARKK Engineering in the amount 
of $144,970.00 for the design and 
construction services for street 
improvements in the Town Park 

City council 
approves 
annexation, 
street work

KATY ISD

Board Vice President Amy Thieme (left) stands with members of the Hayes Elementary Choir who performed the National 
Anthem.  Music director Kim Peterson is on the right.See KISD, page A3

CITY OF KATY

See CITY, page A3

COURTESY OF JOE V'S

Joe V’s – a division of HEB designed especially for the price-conscious shopper who wants a variety of diverse high-quality 
products – officially opened at 4107 N. Fry in Katy on December 6th.

See SHOP, page A3 See WALMART, page A3
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Mimic
  4. Payroll firm
  7. Perform in a play
10. Opine: __ philosophical
11. Crony
12. Political action committee
13. 1991 Wimbledon winner
15. Affirmative
16. Exclamation of disgust
19. Action of connecting
21. A way to calm
23. Especially fine or decorative
      clothing
24. Walked proudly
25. Group of people related
      through male heir
26. Supplemented with
      difficulty
27. Soft touch
30. Erases
34. Spanish river 
35. A princess can detect it
36. Clouds of gas
41. A way to get through
45. Part of a book
46. Southwestern US state
47. Fields where rice is grown
50. Area in Ghana
54. Sayings
55. Involve deeply
56. Compels to act
57. “Ignore all rules”

59. Indoor entertainment space
60. Born  of
61. Back muscle
62. Sea dweller
63. Tools that resemble an axe
64. Prefix denoting class or
      kind
65. Tooth caregiver
 
CLUES DOWN
  1. Inspiring
  2. Put into a box
  3. Breathes out
  4. Pacify
  5. Patriotic society for women
  6. Fell down
  7. Clothing
  8. Dishwasher detergent
      brand
  9. Former French republic
13. Single lens reflex
14. Men’s fashion accessory
17. Consumed
18. Marry
20. __ up: intensifies
22. Body of water
27. People of southern Benin
28. Decorate a cake with
      frosting
29. Snag
31. Yearly tonnage (abbr.)
32. Records brain activity
      (abbr.)

33. Car mechanics group
37. Brought up to snuff
38. __ faire: Economic
      approach
39. Phil __, former CIA
40. Affixed
41. Period of adolescence
42. Substance
43. Danced

44. Baked without its shell
47. Parts per billion (abbr.)
48. Satisfaction
49. Balkans river
51. Christmas carols
52. Partner to tonic
53. “The Godfather” character
      Johnny
58. Swiss river

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have 
you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil 
and put your sudoku savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

from the staff of

We will close at Noon on Friday, December 22
and reopen on Tuesday, December 26
so that our employees may spend time

with their families.

Deadline for Dec. 28 publication is Dec. 21, Noon

Deadline for Jan. 4 publication is Dec. 28, Noon

COMMUNITY

Katy Area Chamber of Commerce 
welcomes ugly sweaters to its 

annual “Ugly Sweater” party on 
December 14th

Bring your friends and family to this 
traditional annual event staged by the 
Katy Area Chamber of Commerce at 
Living Spaces Furniture, located on the 
Katy Freeway at Katy Village Parkway.  
The event will be held from 5 to 7 p.m. on 
December 14th.  

Frost Bank hosts holiday open 
house on December 14th with 
toy drive continuing through 

December 16th
Join the holiday party at Frost Bank’s 

Katy Financial Center, 21875 Katy Free-
way at S. Mason, and meet their special 
guest – Santa Claus!  Festivities are from 
5 to 7 p.m.  The bank is also collecting 
new unwrapped toys, books, sports 
jerseys or small electronics through 
December 16th, which will be donated to 
local charities.

Enjoy “Coffee with a Cop” on 
December 16th  at Cottage Charm

Drop in at Cottage Charm, 5806 
Fourth Street in old Katy, at 9 a.m. 
for “Coffee with a Cop.”  Meet and 
support your local law enforcement 
professionals.

Free pictures with Santa at KTX 
Legacy Venue on December 16th

Meet Santa at the KTX Legacy Venue 
at 1306 Avenue A in Katy from 3 to 7 p.m. 
on December 16th.  Get a free photo with 
the jolly old elf – all ages are welcome.

Give blood during LaCenterra’s 
December 27th blood drive

Join with LaCenterra and the Gulf 
Coast Regional Blood Center to donate 
blood during the holidays.  The blood 
drive will be conducted on December 
27th at the luxury shopping center at 
23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd. where the 
donor coach will be located outside the 
Kendra Scott store from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
All successful donors will be given a free 
hoodie.  To schedule an appointment to 
donate, go to commitforlife.org/donor/
schedules/geo.

COMMUNITY EVENTSTeacher of the Year bricks unveiled
FROM STAFF REPORTS

On December 5, local event 
sponsors Venus Construction, 
Modern Pest Control and the Katy 
Heritage Society came together 
with Katy ISD to host a special 
event celebrating the outstanding 
achievements of the 2022-23 Cam-
pus Teachers of the Year. During 
this annual tradition – now in its 
thirteenth year -- 74 exceptional 
educators were honored with 
commemorative bricks personal-
ized with their names. The bricks 
are on permanent display at Katy 
Heritage Park, 5990 George Bush 
Drive, Katy.  Entertainment was 
provided by the Cinco Ranch 
Bravo Choir.

“Our teachers invest countless 
hours of time and energy into en-
suring that every Katy ISD student 
receives the very best educational 
experience possible,” said Ken 

Gregorski, Superintendent of 
Schools. “These honorees have 
made a lasting impact in the lives 
of their students. Our community 
is proud of their commitment to 
excellence and congratulate them 
for their well-deserved recogni-
tion,” he added.  

SUSAN ROVEGNO

Unveiling the “Teacher of the Year” bricks at Katy Heritage Park on December 5th are 
Adrienne Davitz, president of the Katy Heritage Society; Del Lawson of Modern Pest 
Control; Ida Franklin of Venus Construction; Victor Perez, president of the Katy ISD 
Board of Trustees; Amy Thieme, vice president of the Katy ISD Board of Trustees; and 
Ken Gregorski, Katy ISD superintendent.

COURTESY KATY ISD

A close-up of this year’s “Teacher of the Year” 
bricks which were unveiled on December 5th 
at Katy Heritage Park, 5990 George Bush Drive, 
Katy.  The bricks are on permanent display.

Depot Building hosts grand opening, ribbon cutting
FROM STAFF REPORTS

The new Depot Building at 908 Avenue B 
on Katy’s historic town square held its offi-
cial opening and ribbon cutting ceremony 
on Wednesday, December 6th, with over 60 
people present.

Attendees gathered at Southern Dough 
Restaurant for light bites, with the ribbon 
cutting hosted by the Katy Area Chamber of 
Commerce immediately following.  A highlight 
of the event was the presentation of the time 
capsule which is being assembled.  The capsule 
is currently empty – but interested parties 
have until January 31st to drop off contributed 
materials at KT Antiques, 5614 2nd St, Katy.  
Materials must fit in a 8.5”x11” sealed envelope 
and must contain the contact information for 
the person who will be there in 13 years for the 
opening of the time capsule, said Adrienne 
Davitz of the Katy Area Chamber of Commerce.

A tour of the building followed, including 
shopping opportunities at the Sunshine Station 
Shop and a tour the new Middleton Venue.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE KATY AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Above:  A time capsule will be assembled by early 
January, with its re-opening planned for thirteen 
years in the future. Right: City officials, including 
(from left) Mayor Dusty Thiele, Councilmember 
Dan Smith, Mayor Pro Tem Chris Harris and 
Councilmember Janet Corte, joined the crowd 
celebrating the grand opening of the Depot Building 
on December 6th.

Clearly, you can make a difference!

LET’S FIND THIS PET A HOME!
Sponsored by

THE CLEAR CHOICE

ofof

MEET
WHOPPER!

Whopper is a 
3-year-old Lab 
mix who will 
bring a whopping 
good time to your 
family!  Adopt 
Whopper today!

3830 Greenhouse Rd, Houston, TX 77084
specialpals.org
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Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. Limit 2. 8 free 6 oz. burgers 
will be sent to each shipping address that includes 74222. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. Items may 
be substituted due to inventory limitations. All products, prices, and sales are subject to Omaha Steaks, Inc. Terms of Use: 

OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 12/31/23.  |  23M4858  |  Omaha Steaks, Inc.

Order Now! OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe8567 | 1.855.538.0432
Ask for your 8 FREE burgers with off er 74222SLG

Limited Time: Get 8 FREE Burgers

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
88  FREEFREE PureGround™ Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)

74222SLG     separately $221.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE     

$9999

PERFECTION
 IS EFFORTLESS

– MAKES A –
GREAT GIFT

Wills - Family Law -
Criminal Law + More

Call 346-476-6939 to schedule a
FREE Consultation

www.alchemyattorneys.com
info@alchemyattorneys.com

We’ll handle your case for as low as $675 a month

24285 Katy Freeway, Suite 400 Katy, Texas 77494
346-476-6939

bers Rebecca Fox and Dawn Champagne 
questioned some of the changes made in 
the new draft, which omitted a number of 
things in the original resolution, includ-
ing references to the Texas constitution, 
the state’s $30 billion surplus and the 
inclusion of all students.  Perez said that 
the new draft of the resolution, which 
he read aloud, “gets to the point” and 
basically calls for an increase in the basic 
student allotment and to index it to infla-
tion, to fund unfunded mandates, and to 
provide more money for teacher compen-
sation. Board member Mary Ellen Cuzela 
said that the changes were a “stylistic 
decision” making the resolution more 
concise, and not a political decision. The 
motion to approve the original resolution 
presented at the December 4th meeting 
failed 4-3.  A motion to approve the new 
revised resolution presented this week 
passed 6-0, with board member Cham-
pagne abstaining.

The board also received reports on:
• Updates on Elementary and Sec-

ondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) 
funds which are one-time funds provided 
to districts following the pandemic.  The 
ESSER II funds ended in September 2023 
and the ESSER III funds will end in 2024.

• Elementary Literacy update.
• Academic support update.
Public comments prior to the board 

meeting included two speakers (one of 
whom is a mental health professional) who 
opposed the creation of a chaplain pro-
gram, one speaker who pleaded for higher 
salaries for bus drivers, one who asked 
that members of the academic community 
be included on the board’s new teacher 
retention committee and several students 
from the Cinco Ranch High School Power 
Club.  Jo McPherson, wife of late coach Tom 
McPherson who served KISD for 34 years, 
gave a moving plea asking that the Katy 
High School baseball field be named in her 
husband’s honor; she said that the booster 
club would help defray costs of additional 
signage.

Future meetings of the board:
• Work Study Meeting – January 16, 

2024 
• Regular Board Meeting – January 22, 

2024

KATY ISD

Bear Creek Elementary fifth grader Jacob Sotelo, who led the pledges, receives special recognition from board member 
Mary Ellen Cuzela.

from page A1
KISD

subdivision.  The study will examine the 
costs and feasibility of resurfacing all the 
streets in the subdivision as well as possible 
drainage improvements.

• Several improvements to Katy Hockley 
Road (between Clay Road and Morton 
Road) were approved, including the 
purchase of additional right of way (using 
METRO funds).

• A road improvement agreement with 
RK Commercial Properties was approved in 

the amount of $7,000,000.00 (using MET-
RO funds) for the northwest corner of Katy 
Hockley Cut-Off Rd and Morton Road.

In other action, council:
• Authorized the issuance of unlimited 

tax park bonds by Fort Bend MUD No. 161 
not to exceed $2,980.000.00 for the Reserve 
at Katy, located near FM 1463 and Katy 
Flewellen.

• Via consent agenda, approved street 
closures for various events in 2024.

from page A1
CITY

In honor of the grand 
opening and in the com-
pany’s spirit of giving, Joe 
V’s Smart Shop enlisted the 
community to nominate 
schools in Katy ISD and 
Cypress-Fairbanks ISD who 
were deemed deserving of 
donations. 

The contest took place 
via social media.  Dona-
tions totaling $30,000 to six 
schools were given to Rob-
inson Elementary, Brosna-
han Elementary, Thornton 
Junior High, (all in CyFair 
ISD), McRoberts Elementary 
and Rhoads Elementary and 
Cardiff Junior High in Katy 
ISD. 

The winning schools 
-- Cardiff Junior High in 
Katy ISD and Brosnahan 
Elementary in CyFair ISD 
-- were each presented with 
a $10,000 gift. The other 
schools were gifted $2,500 
each. An additional $5,000 
gift was presented to Katy 
Christian Ministries, a social 
service nonprofit serving 
Katy and West Houston.  

The store will employ 
about 180 associates.  The 
format has been special-
ly designed, with wider 
aisles and longer “belts” at 
checkout, where the typical 
shopper generally places 
their average order of over 
30 items.

Joe V’s Smart Shop is an 
innovative price format that 
delivers a uniquely curated 
assortment of community 
focused products, and many 

of the high-quality fresh 
products H-E-B is known 
for at even lower prices, said 
company officials. “Joe V’s 
Smart Shop is committed to 
delivering the lowest prices 
in the marketplace with 
the highest quality fresh 
products for its customers, 
also fondly known as Smart 
Shoppers,” officials said.  
The store features low prices 
such as “three for a dollar” 
canned goods, “bundle 
boxes” of freshly cut meats 
for $20.00 and a variety of 
weekly specials.  

The store also offers a 
wide range of tropical pro-
duce and many varieties of 
Latino cheeses. A “hot food” 
area offering pizza and sushi 

is also planned.
Joe V’s Smart Shop 

launched in 2010 and cur-
rently employs more than 
1,650 Partners across 10 
stores in the Houston area.  
Continuing its expansion in 
the DFW Metroplex, H-E-B 
announced plans earlier 
this year to open two Joe V’s 
Smart Shop by H-E-B stores 
in Dallas, the first locations 
the multi-format retailer will 
open outside the Houston 
area. 

As a multi-format retail-
er, H-E-B operates Central 
Market stores across Texas, 
as well as Joe V’s Smart 
Shop, and Mi Tienda stores. 
In addition, H-E-B also 
operates Favor Delivery, an 

on-demand delivery service 
that serves hundreds of 
communities throughout 
the state.  

from page A1
SHOP

SUSAN ROVEGNO

Joe V’s offers a large variety of tropical fruits at low prices, in addition to standard offerings such as bananas and snack-size 
apples.

are some functions that are 
better performed by humans 
than by the company’s fleet 
of sophisticated robots.  That 
realization resulted in the 
addition of about 15 full-
time employees to the large 
warehouse, which is adjacent 
to an existing conventional 
Walmart store.  Anna Mear-
idy, a 12-year Walmart veter-
an, was brought in as “store 
lead” for the fulfillment 
center and she works closely 
with Smith and his team.

Stocking the MFC is 
done by hand by Walmart 
associates; robots then carry 
stocked items to their desig-
nated location in the ware-
house.  There is a separate 
area for refrigerated items.  
Order fulfillment is a mix of 
manual and automated pro-
cesses; robots can pull most 
items from their assigned 
spots in the warehouse.  
However, some items, such 
as produce, meats and 
household chemicals are 
handled by Walmart associ-
ates rather than the robots.  
Oversize items which would 
not fit in the robot carts – 
such as big screen TVs and 
bicycles – are also handled 
by associates.  Associates 
use the system to begin pre-
paring orders for customer 
pick-up about two hours 

ahead of time.
Smith said that online 

shopping for groceries is 
increasing exponential-
ly and has continued to 
grow since the beginning 
of the pandemic. Walmart 
currently leverages stores 
to fulfill more than 50% 
of digital orders and local 
delivery networks to get 
product to customers faster 
and at lower cost, according 
to an advance press release 
from the company. Using 
advanced robotic technol-
ogy, Walmart’s network of 
MFCs allows associates to 
manage larger volumes of 
online orders and minimize 

fulfillment times - resulting 
in fewer out-of-stock items 
and substitutions and better 
experiences for Walmart 
shoppers, the press release 
said.  

As part of its continu-
ous efforts to innovate and 
improve its supply chain, 
Walmart started its journey 
into MFCs with a successful 
proof-of-concept store in 
Salem, NM, in 2019. Since 
then, it has opened MFCs 
in Arkansas, Nebraska, and 
Oklahoma, and plans to 
continue opening market 
fulfillment centers in select 
stores throughout the nation 
in the coming years.  

Robots scurry back and forth carrying products to and from storage at Walmart’s 
Fulfillment Center in Katy.  The machines also retrieve items from the storage areas 
to fulfill customer orders for pick-up.

PHOTOS BY SUSAN ROVEGNO

Walmart team lead Anna Mearidy (left) and store manager Robert Smith demonstrate how a customer order is fulfilled after 
robots bring the requested items to the Static Work Station at Walmart’s fulfillment center at 25108 Market Place Drive in Katy.

from page A1
WALMART
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Last Minute
Shopping Ideas

But, if the unthinkable happens and you are seriously injured due to another’s
negligence, please seek legal help.  As a member of the Katy community,
Shane McClelland truly cares about the outcome of your case and the impact it
will have on your life.

Shane represents individuals who have been injured due to the negligence of
others in:

 • Car, Motorcycle, and Truck Accidents
 • Slips And Falls
 • Brain injuries
 • Wrongful Death
 • and more…

CONTACT US - 100% FREE CONSULTATION
713-364-1899  |  www.hmtrial.com

Enjoy The Holiday 
Shopping Season!

Open 7 days a week
through December 23!

Sunday 12:30-3
Monday 11-4

Tuesday-Thursday 11-5
Friday 11-4

Saturday 10-4; Sat. 23 10-6
 

We’ll be closed Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day
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Rotary Club awards funds to nine local nonprofits

A $5000.00 donation was 
given to The Ballard House, 
which provides temporary 
housing for patients 
traveling to the Houston 
area for life-saving medical 
treatment.  Left to right:  
Heather Schuren, Jaime 
Corona, David Loesch, Ballard 
House Executive Director 
David Brown, and Graydon 
Rochelle.

Christ Clinic received a 
grant of $12,500.00 for its 

Dispensary of Hope program 
which enables the charity 

clinic to provide prescription 
drugs to their clients in 

need.  Left to right:  Jaime 
Corona, Christ Clinic Executive 

Director Lara Hamilton, Nick 
Schrader, Jay Donnella, Greg 

Hess, Marci Gibbs, Graydon 
Rochelle, and Alan Gibbs.

Katy Cares, which provides 
training and counseling to 
single parents, received a 
grant of $2,500.00. Left to 
right: Jaime Corona, Thom 
Polvogt, Dawid Pieterse, 
Jay Donnella, Kristin Searcy, 
Jennifer Royo and Jerry Moye.

PHOTOS BY SUSAN ROVEGNO

BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

The Rotary Club of Katy awarded over 
$46,000.00 in grants to nine community 
organizations at its December 7th meeting.  

The club raises money for these contribu-
tions through its events, such as Wild West 
Brew Fest, the Rice Harvest Festival, and the 
Katy Triathlon, and other initiatives.  Club 
President Jaime Corona presided over the 
distribution of funds.

The Katy Heritage Society 
received a check for $6000.00 
which will be used for 
work on the gazebo at Katy 
Heritage Park.  Left to right:  
Don McCoy, Jaime Corona, 
David Frishman, Marilyn 
Frishman, Katy Heritage 
Society President Adrienne 
Davitz, Katy Mayor Dusty 
Thiele, Katy Mayor Pro Tem 
Chris Harris and David Loesch.

An award of $10,000.00 
was made to the Katy ISD 
Foundation for classroom 

teacher grants.  Left to right:  
Graydon Rochelle, Jaime 

Corona, Jennifer Royo, Katy 
ISD Director of Community 

Partnerships Janet Theis, 
Vicki Rao, Jordan Rzad, Callie 

Kuehler, Katie Curran and 
Jackson Yauntis.

A grant of $1000.00 was given 
to the Lone Star Symphonic 
Band for the purchase of new 
music. Left to right: David 
Frishman, Jaime Corona, Carol 
Levin, Freddy Frederickson, 
Stu Levin, Bob Bryant, 
Stephen Johnson and Beverly 
Bus.

The Non Pareil Institute 
received $3000.00 in funds 

which will be used for 
technical and IT training 

and soft skills programs for 
post-secondary young people 

in its programs. Left to right: 
Jaime Corona,  Jason Sanders, 

Donna Zimmerer, Dr. Ralph 
Brock and Graydon Rochelle.

A check for $3000.00 was 
presented to Upbring for 
Krause Center, which will use 
the funds to add a medical 
table at its Katy site for 
foster children. Left to right: 
Jaime Corona, Nick Schrader, 
Diane Covert, Rodolfo 
Lobera, Kellie Sissom and 
Scotty Jung.

VFW Post 9182 received 
$3,500.00 in funding. Left to 

right: Jaime Corona, David 
Frishman, Ruben Arriaga, 

Colonel Ken Burton, Colonel 
Peyton Lumpkin, Graydon 

Rochelle and Rodolfo Lobera.
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COMMUNITY & FAITH

The City of Brookshire held its 
Christmas Festival in downtown 
Brookshire on December 1st.  Pictured 
is the Donigan House, a historic 
landmark at Fifth and Cooper Streets 
in Brookshire.

PHOTO COURTESY OF SHERRYL ROGERS

BROOKSHIRE 
CHRISTMAS 
FESTIVAL

SUSAN ROVEGNO

At its annual holiday party, the Katy Business Association named Glass 
Doctor of Katy as the 2023 Business of the Year.  KBA President Olivia Martin 
(left) presented the award to Carrie Swinsinski, manager of the Katy Glass 
Doctor location.  Sandra Ross (not pictured) was named KBA board member 
of the year.  KBA also presented grants of $600 each to these area nonprofits:  
Angels Surviving Cancer, Katy Christian Ministries, Christ Clinic, Pregnancy 
Help Center and Vital to Life Counseling.

KATY BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
AWARDS ANNUAL HONORS, 
GIVES GRANTS TO LOCAL 

NONPROFITS

MENORAH LIGHTING AT FUZZY’S PIZZA

Hundreds of area residents turned out for the lighting 
of the menorah on the first night of Hanukkah on 
December 7th at Fuzzy’s Pizza at Kingsland and 
Mason in Katy.  “We were honored to have Rabbi 
Gideon Estes of Congregation Or Ami (left) and Rabbi 
David Lipper of Temple Sinai (center) join us, lighting 
the Hanukkiah and bringing warmth to our hearts,” 
said Jeff Hajjar, owner of Fuzzy's Pizza Katy. Hajjar is 
on the right in the black cowboy hat.

PHOTO BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
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IT’S GOOD TO BELONG!
Meeting at Katy High School, 6331 Hwy Blvd
Sundays 10 AM (English) 11:30 AM (Spanish)

Pastors Jason Smith and Daniel Hernandez
resurrectionkaty.org | 281-407-8716

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

ktcm.org

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

ktcm.org

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

ktcm.org

Where Christian Businesses Meet

Chamber of Commerce

Networking,
Upcoming Events,

& More Info

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339

PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH

RIVERS OF OIL CHURCH
541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 832-782-7370

LEAD PASTOR: MR. HERNAN CASTANO

WWW.RIOSDEACEITE.COM • SUNDAY SERVICE 9 A.M.

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR

BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH
FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970

MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  
MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689

LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100 • KATYSFIRST.ORG

DR. ROB LYERLY, PASTOR

GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  
OF HOUSTON

2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR

KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785

PASTOR RYAN RUSH

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282

REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR

RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH
26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG

JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408

DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494

281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO

WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099

ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM

RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707

FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 

FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

ST. FAUSTINA CATHOLIC CHURCH
28102 FM 1093, FULSHEAR

346-773-3500 • WWW.SAINTFAUSTINACHURCH.ORG

CHRISTIAN
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
(Disciples of Christ)

22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER

CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX
ST. PAUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Western Rite
1717 KATY GAP RD. • KATY, TX 77494 • 281-201-6439 

FATHER SYMEON KEES • ADMIN@STPAULKATY.COMCASTBIZ.NET

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER
21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER

FULSHEAR CHURCH OF CHRIST
6920 KATY-FULSHEAR RD., FULSHEAR

281-712-1492 • FULSHEARCOC.ORG

FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897

DAVID FLATT

NORTH FORT BEND CHURCH OF CHRIST
TOM WILSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GYMNASIUM

5200 FALCON LANDING BLVD. KATY, TX 77494

EMAIL: INFO@NFBCOC.ORG • TELEPHONE: (281)698-0132

PREACHER-VINCENT MCKINNEY

ROBERT LUTTRELL (832) 247-2680

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL
1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785

REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSROAD CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464 • CROSSROADKATY.ORG

PAUL GOEKE & MIKE WEIDER, LEAD PASTORS

LIVING WORD
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS

VICTORY OF THE LAMB – 
WISCONSIN SYNOD

23051 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
 KATY FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121 • KATYFIRST.ORG

 GRACE FELLOWSHIP  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)

281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR

HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200

FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR

RESURRECTION CHURCH
A GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH

KATY HIGH SCHOOL 6331 HWY. BLVD., KATY

281-407-8716 • RESURRECTIONKATY.ORG

PASTORS: JASON SMITH (ENGLISH) • DANIEL HERNANDEZ (SPANISH)

ST. PETER’S  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031

DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934

BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON

281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234

REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH OF THE KING

1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD, KATY, TX • 281-769-4090

HTTP://WWW.COTK.ORG/

CHURCH ON THE ROCK
433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777

JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

THE DOOR CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1837 N. MASON RD. • 713-325-3061

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR

FAITH MANGER CHURCH
20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550

DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE

GARY KERR, PASTOR

THE FELLOWSHIP
22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950

WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR

GATEWAY CHURCH HOUSTON
25024 KATY MILLS DRIVE KATY, TX 77494

MEETS EVERY SUNDAY • 9 AND 11 A.M.

(713) 280 – 3636 • GATEWAYHOME.COM

GREENHOUSE COMMUNITY CHURCH
2425 N. GREENHOUSE

SUN 9:30 & 11 AM • GREENHOUSECMA.ORG

HOSANNA!
17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182 • JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

IGLESIA CRISTIANA EN KATY FUENTE DE DIOS
906 AVENUE A, KATY • 281-222-4404

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855

MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099

TIM BARKER, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
26189 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR

LIVING STONES CHURCH
MEETING AT TOMKINS HIGH SCHOOL, 4400 FALCON LANDING

346-704-1542 

NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH
5423 E FIFTH STREET • 281-829-8985

LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

REDEEMED CHRISTIAN
CHURCH OF GOD/THE KING’S PALACE

5371 E 5TH ST, KATY • 281-391-7224
HTTPS://RCCGTHEKINGSPALACE.ORG/

VENTURE CHURCH
25133 LAKECREST MANOR DR, KATY
(346) 327-6362 • VENTUREKATY.COM

THE VINEYARD CHURCH
SUNDAYS 10:00 AM • THE ARK EVENT CENTER

21402 MERCHANTS WAY, KATY • 832-276-0600 • KATYVINEYARD.ORG

THE WATERS CHURCH
WE HAVE MOVED!

BE OUR GUEST IN PERSON OR ONLINE @ 10AM
21728 HIGHLAND KNOLLS DR • INSIDE OF PALACIO MARIA

 (281) 398-4030

PENTECOSTAL
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010

MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 11 AM • SUNDAY SERVICE @ 12 PM

TUESDAY PRAYER @ 6 PM • THURSDAY BIBLE @ 7:30 PM

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

HAL HALTOM, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CHRIST CHURCH PCA

10818 GASTON ROAD 

281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN
1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080

REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR

281-646-7500

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520

REV. BRIAN LONG

YE DARM PRESBYTERIAN
19946 SAUMS RD • 713-461-0709

YDPCH.ORG

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE • 281-398-1301

PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST

The Katy Times

Directory ofLocal Churches & Houses of Worship

When the cares
of my heart
are many,

your consolations
cheer my soul.

Psalms 94:19

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

Your Ad Here!
Call Debbie for more information

281-391-3141

KEVIN DRURY
Your Electricity Guy

 281-630-5895
 kevind@power2price.com

POWER 2 PRICE
Residential * Commercial 
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Our thanks and best wishes
to all of you!

will be closed on Monday, January 1.

PHOTO COURTESY OF ROYAL ISD

Mateo Gonzalez (left) and Alexis Salgado (right) look on as instructor Frank Cobio readies components which are part of Royal High School’s HUNCH program 
partnership with NASA.

EDUCATION

“Investing in Our Tomorrow” 
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

In a groundbreaking collaboration, 
the Royal High School Career and 
Technical Education's (CTE) Machin-
ing Department has joined forces 
with NASA's High School Students 
United with NASA to Create Hardware 
(HUNCH) program, taking education 
beyond the conventional boundaries 
of the classroom. This partnership, 
announced by the Royal Independent 
School District on November 30th, 
offers students a unique opportunity 
to engage with real-world projects 
developed by NASA and contribute 
to the advancement of space explo-
ration.

The NASA HUNCH program is 
designed to provide high school stu-
dents with hands-on, project-based 
learning experiences directly tied 
to NASA's mission, the district said 
in a news release. HUNCH allows 
students to work on authentic tasks 
that contribute to NASA's goals while 
gaining valuable skills and knowledge 
in science, technology, engineering, 

and mathematics (STEM) fields. The 
program fosters collaboration be-
tween students, educators, and NASA 
professionals, creating a dynamic 
learning environment.

Students enrolled in Royal HS CTE 
Machining Classes manufacture the 
components of CubeSat Deployers 
(CSD). A CubeSat is a class of minia-
turized satellites approximately 10 cm 
(3.9 in) cubes. Developed as educa-
tional tools, CubeSats have evolved 
into scientific research and even 
commercial applications, usually 
custom-built for each mission. CTE 
Machining students manufacture and 
assemble the components to produce 
complete CSD units.

The parts manufactured by Royal 
CTE Machining students will even-
tually make their way to the Interna-
tional Space Station (ISS). HUNCH 
provides materials and assistance 
needed for the CTE Machining 
students to manufacture their compo-
nents. Through HUNCH, students 
gain manufacturing experience and 
become part of a continuing project 

that provides actual space studies for 
future human exploration. 

Eight Royal CTE Machining 
students took a training class on 
quality control with a HUNCH-cer-
tified inspector on November 30th. 
The students that pass the test the 
HUNCH-certified inspector adminis-
ters will receive numbered inspection 
stamps for students to use on their 
829 and 881 forms. They will also 
receive a Quality Certificate.

“The collaboration between the 
Royal HS CTE Machining Department 
and the NASA HUNCH program 
exemplifies the power of partnerships 
between educational institutions and 
leading organizations, demonstrat-
ing the immense potential to inspire 
and prepare the next generation of 
scientists, engineers, and machinists,” 
the district statement said. Royal 
High School CTE Department has 
long been committed to fostering 
excellence in STEM education, and 
the partnership with NASA HUNCH 
aligns seamlessly with the district’s 
mission, ‘Investing in our Tomorrow’.”

Royal CTE expands its horizons with NASA partnership

Katy ISD offering 
ECG screenings 
during UIL physicals
Screenings also to be available to 
KISD staff and qualified dependents 
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

 
Katy Independent School District announced a sig-

nificant advancement in student and staff healthcare on 
December 6th, after receiving 10 electrocardiogram (ECG) 
devices through a generous donation from AETNA.  The 
devices will be used for screenings during University Inter-
scholastic League (UIL) physicals, district officials said in a 
press release. “This initiative reflects the district's commit-
ment to ensure the well-being of its students and staff by 
leveraging state-of-the-art technology for proactive health 
monitoring with the availability of these devices,” the press 
release said. 

Starting in February 2024, students participating in 
UIL physicals will have the option to undergo on-site ECG 
screenings for an additional $20 fee. This service is separate 
from the $30 cost associated with the standard physical 
examination. The optional ECG screenings are designed to 
provide valuable insights into the cardiac health of students, 
aiding in the early detection of potential issues. 

Additionally, all Katy ISD health plan participants and 
their qualified dependents who are enrolled in the District’s 
Health Plan will have access to the ECG service as well.  

"Leveraging cutting-edge technology, Katy ISD is taking 
a proactive approach to student and staff well-being with 
the introduction of ECG devices during UIL physicals. This 
initiative underscores our commitment to harness state-
of-the-art tools for health monitoring, providing valuable 
insights into cardiac health for early detection,” said Lance 
Nauman, Director of Risk Management. “Starting February 
2024, students opting for on-site ECG screenings, available 
for a $20 fee, and Katy ISD insured employees and their 
qualified dependents will benefit from this optional service," 
he added.  

Members of the Stephens family attended the event at 
Legacy Stadium. The Cody Stephens Go Big or Go Home 
Memorial Foundation was founded in memory of Cody 
Stephens, who died from an undetected heart condition just 
weeks before graduation from Crosby High School. Texas 
House Bill 76 (Cody’s Law) was passed in the 2019 state 
legislature and gives parents in every school district the right 
to choose heart screening for their child.  

The ECG screenings will be conducted on-site by Me-
morial Hermann doctors who will be assisted by Katy ISD 
nurses. Parents and guardians are encouraged to accompany 
their child during UIL physicals and consider this optional 
service to gain a more comprehensive understanding of 
their child's cardiac health, said district officials. 

"We are excited to introduce this new layer of health 
screening for our student-athletes," said Lance Carter, 
Executive Director of Athletics. "The addition of on-site ECG 
screenings aligns with our ongoing commitment to prioritize 
the health and safety of our student-athletes. Early detection 
of cardiac irregularities can be crucial in preventing poten-
tial health risks, and we believe this initiative will contribute 
to the overall well-being of our students," he added.  

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Harmony Public Schools Houston North 
District has broken ground on a new campus 
in Katy. The middle/high school will be 
located at 6300 Peek Road in Katy in the rap-
idly-growing northwest quadrant and will be 
the 11th campus in Houston North.  The new 
campus will feature the Harmony district’s 
first football field.

Demand is high for student enrollment 
into Harmony Public Schools, district 
officials said in a press release. According to 
the TEA in 2022, Harmony Public Schools 
outranked all other charter school systems 
in the state with the most students on their 
waitlist.

"We are very excited to be opening up 
our 3rd campus in Katy and our 11th in the 
Houston North District." said Harmony 
Public Schools Houston North District Area 
Superintendent Emin Cavusoglu. ”With this 
expansion, we are thrilled to announce our 
first master planned community with the 
district’s first football field. The 26-acre plot 
of land will now house elementary, middle, 
and high school campuses serving Pre-K – 

12th grade students.”
The new campus is set to open for the 

2024-2025 school year and will serve ap-
proximately 850 students in grades 6-12. The 
football field will be a UIL standard field for 
both soccer and football, meaning the dis-
trict can compete with other schools at state 
level. The gymnasium is also UIL standard 
for basketball and volleyball allowing stu-
dents to compete in those sports with other 
districts across town and state.

The campus will have the HPS mak-
erspace which will make it possible for 
Harmony students to put  STEM learning 
to hands-on practice through 3D and laser 
printing, design, and manufacturing.

With the completion of this facility the 
Harmony system will have its first complet-
ed master plan campus in Houston. The two 
schools will make it possible for a student to 
attend Pre-K-12 without having to change 
locations, easing the travel/transportation 
issues for parents. Having children in differ-
ent grades will not be an issue as the pickup 
and drop off is connected, allowing parents 
to pick up their kids at each school without 
having to leave the parking lot.

PHOTO COURTESY OF HARMONY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The new Harmony Middle-High School campus at 6300 Peek Road will open in the fall of 2024.

Harmony to open new campus 
in 2024-25, with football field

Whataburger scholarship program announced
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

 
As part of Whataburger’s commitment 

to serving its communities, $600,000 in 
scholarship funding is now available to 
eligible students across the burger chains 
14-state footprint for the 2024-2025 aca-
demic year, the company announced in a 
December 1st press release.  

The Whataburger Feeding Student 
Success Scholarship, now in its third 
year, continues the brand’s investment 
in students, one scholarship at a time. 
A total of $600,000 in funds – $500,000 
from Whataburger and $100,000 of 
support from Dr Pepper – are available 
to support students pursuing higher 
education. 

Over 120 students will be awarded 
a non-renewable $5,000 scholarship. 
The award can be used for tuition, fees, 
books, supplies, housing and applied at 
any college, university or not-for-profit 
vocational school. 

“Support and funding shouldn’t be 

a barrier to any student’s success,” said 
Whataburger Community Relations 
Manager Allie Watters. “We want students 
to know Whataburger is in their corner. 
These scholarships will help students 
across the nation build the futures of their 
dreams.” 

Since its launch in 2021, the Wha-
taburger Feeding Student Success 
Scholarship has awarded over $1.2 
million in academic support. The fund 
is part of Whataburger Feeding Student 
Success, the brand’s signature communi-
ty program serving at the intersection of 
education and food insecurity.    

Starting December 1, 2023, students 
can apply for the Whataburger Feed-
ing Student Success Scholarship until 
February 14, 2024, or until a cap of 1,000 
applications is reached, whichever comes 
first. 

For more on eligibility and application 
information, please visit stories.wha-
taburger.com/whataburger-communi-
ty-connections.
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Friday
• Mayde Creek vs. Jordan, 7 p.m.
• Jordan vs. Seven Lakes, 7 p.m.
• Paetow vs. Cinco Ranch, 7 p.m.
• Morton Ranch vs. Tompkins, 7 p.m.

Monday
• Seven Lakes vs. Paetow, 1 p.m.

Tuesday
• Taylor vs. Jordan, 1 p.m.
• Tompkins vs. Mayde Creek, 1 p.m.
• Cinco Ranch vs. Katy, 1 p.m.
• Morton Ranch vs. Huntsville, 5:30 p.m.

Friday
• Cinco Ranch vs. Paetow, 7 p.m.
• Taylor vs. Mayde Creek, 7 p.m.
• Seven Lakes vs. Jordan, 7 p.m.
• Tompkins vs. Morton Ranch, 7 p.m.

Tuesday
• Morton Ranch at Fort Bend Travis, noon
• Jordan vs. Taylor 1 p.m.
• Paetow vs. Seven Lakes 1 p.m.
• Katy vs. Cinco Ranch, 1 p.m.
• Mayde Creek vs. Tompkins, 1 p.m.

SCHEDULES

WEEK OF DECEMBER 15

BOYS BASKETBALL

GIRLS BASKETBALL

SCORES &
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Katy ISD sent out a reminder 
last week to fans, athletes and 
parents of high school athletics in 
regards to respecting officials. 

There was a string of incidents 
regarding disrespect of officials 
around the state throughout 
the 2022-2023 school year and 
the Texas Association of Sports 
Officials is combatting that 
with their the Abuse of Officials 
Policy. Included in that policy is 
a three-strike guide that is strictly 
enforced, where if a school dis-
trict has three requests from of-
ficials to remove fans then TASO 
has the right to refuse officiating 
services for sporting events. This 
makes it even more important 
for fans to always respect the 
people officiating games, even if 
they disagree with calls that may 
happen throughout. 

Following is the full message 
from Katy ISD Athletic Director, 
Lance Carter.

Parents and Spectators,
With 19-6A District basketball 

in full swing, we want to applaud 

our athletes, parents, and fans for 
an excellent start to the season. 
It has always been the Katy ISD 
athletics expectation that spec-
tators, at any athletic contest, 
promote sportsmanship and pro-
vide positive verbal support for 
their team. We will always seek to 
provide a great experience for all 
athletes and spectators through a 
safe and positive environment for 
competition.

To maintain good sports-

manship and a positive compe-
tition environment, the Athletic 
Department staff must do what is 
best for all stakeholders at their 
respective athletic events. It is 
not our desire to prevent a parent 
or spectator from supporting 
their team, however, game 
officials have the right to ask a 
school administrator to remove a 
person from an event if behavior 
does not meet expectations for 
good sportsmanship. All stake-

holders must understand that 
harassment of officials, coaches, 
or players (expressing dissatisfac-
tion, taunting, questioning calls, 
& officiating from the stands) 
will not be tolerated and can 
lead to removal from the facility. 
In the event of a removal, Katy 
ISD reserves the right to prohibit 
attendance from future contests.

The Texas Association of Sports 
Officials (TASO) has a three-strike 
policy that is strictly enforced. 
Following the third incident that 
has led to removal at the request 
of the official, the organization 
holds the right to refuse officiating 
services for our sporting events. It 
is not possible to have our teams 
compete without officials.

At the end of the day, we want 
athletes to have the opportuni-
ty to compete and we want to 
provide spectators a first-class 
experience at each of our events. 
We appreciate your support!

Sincerely,
Lance Carter

Athletic Director, Katy ISD

For more information, go to 
https://taso.org/news/2023-2024-
taso-abuse-of-officials-policy/

Katy ISD sends reminder to parents, fans of school sports

PHOTO BY DOMENIC GREY | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

 Katy fans cheer during Friday's area round game between Katy and Cy-Fair at the Berry Center 
in Cypress. 

UIL releases 
snapshot  
numbers  
for Katy ISD
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

The University Interscholastic League 
released their snapshot numbers for 
every Texas public school last Tuesday, 
which included all of Katy ISD’s num-
bers, including Katy Freeman, which will 
open next school year.

Cinco Ranch jumped up to the highest 
enrollment numbers in the school district 
with 3,790 students. The Cougars had the 
second most students in the school dis-
trict in the last realignment and jumped 
to the top, surpassing Seven Lakes by 
adding over 300 students. 

Paetow made the biggest jump in 
the school district, adding nearly 600 
students in the process, going from 3,169 
in 2021 to 3,746 students and moving up 
three spots to the second most students 
in the school district. Cinco Ranch and 
Paetow will be locked into Class 6A-Divi-
sion I if they make the playoffs in football 
by having the two largest enrollments in 
the school district.

Seven Lakes dropped two spots to the 
third most students in the district, Seven 
Lakes added nearly 150 students but Pae-
tow and Cinco Ranch both added more 
to move in front. Seven Lakes enrollment 
figures will be at 3,591 students.

Katy stayed at No. 4 in terms of its en-

See REALIGNMENT, page B3

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Taylor knows they have what it 
takes to compete for a district title 
this year. 

The Mustangs have the pieces 
— they’ve come together and they 
have gained confidence all summer 
and fall. Now early in the district 
schedule, things are truly starting to 
come together. 

Taylor put together a full team 
performance for one of its biggest 
wins of the year on Friday, beat-
ing Tompkins 70-64 behind a very 
strong defensive performance in the 
second half.

“I thought our kids stepped up to 
the challenge and did a really good 
job,” said Taylor head coach Blair 
Ary. “Rihanna (DeLeon) is one of 
the best offensive players I have ever 
coached against, but our girls made 
sure to know where she was, didn’t 
leave her and doing everything they 
could to slow her down. We just 
played really good team defense to-
night and giving up what we wanted 
to give up. I’m proud of the way we 
played on that end.”

Taylor came out and built a big 
lead in the first quarter, going up 
21-11 behind a big quarter from 
Fiapaipaitufanuaitamalii Filoialii 
and Timya Grice, who both had nine 
points as the Mustangs came out fast 
and strong. Tompkins though, came 
back and trimmed the lead in the 
second quarter, with Taylor going 
into the half with a 36-34 lead. 

“We’ve had slow starts at the 
beginnings of some of our games,” 
Filoialii said. “But we really have 
been working on that, we want to 
start of strong every game and today 
we played the way that we should. 
This game in the past has been a 
tough one for us and so we really 
wanted it today.”

It continued to be back and forth 
all game. Tompkins took a one-
point lead into the fourth quarter, 
leading 53-52, but both teams traded 
baskets, until Taylor hit some clutch 
baskets down the stretch to increase 
their lead, eventually holding on for 

Taylor girls earn big 
district win over Tompkins

Above and inset: Timya 
Grice goes up for a 
shot during Friday's 
game between Taylor 
and Tompkins at the 
Tompkins gym. Left: 
Casey Scherpereel 
shoots a 3-pointer 
during Friday's game 
between Taylor and 
Tompkins at the 
Tompkins gym.

PHOTOS BY TYLER TYRE

See TAYLOR, page B3

DOMENIC GREY | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES 

Caleb Blocker jump cuts and tries to find a whole during 
a game between Tompkins and Mayde Creek at Rhodes 
Stadium.
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BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Houston had an opportunity last week to 
increase their playoff chances. 

The Texans were in prime position 
to move up the standings against 
a struggling Jets team, but instead 
of taking advantage, Houston had 
one of its worst performances of 
the season, falling 30-6 to New 

York in a game where they fell apart 
in the second half.

“We didn’t make plays — we 
were in position to make plays on the 

football and when we’ve won games, 
we’ve done that, [but] today we didn’t,” 
said Texans head coach DeMeco 
Ryans. “We didn’t make plays on the 
ball, we didn’t execute up front and we 
let them make plays out of the pocket. 

We knew that’s the style they wanted to 
play and we let them do that. That’s how 

you give up big plays and don’t play well.”
The loss puts Houston in a tougher 

spot, with must win scenarios down the 
stretch and a huge game coming up 

against the Tennessee Titans 
on Sunday. Houston though 
will come into the game 

hampered. CJ Stroud left the 
last game and is in concussion 

protocol last week, while 
Nico Collins, Blake Cashman, 

Tavierre Thomas and Will Anderson all 
went down with injuries against the Jets that 
forced them to leave the game, adding to 
an already large injury room for the Texans 
that includes Tank Dell, Tytus Howard and 
Dalton Schultz. 

But that won’t be an excuse for the 
Texans as they go into this week — they 
know the importance of it and the level at 
which they need to play.

“For me it doesn’t matter who lines up or 
who they line up against — they’re all NFL 
players,” Ryans said. “Everyone who’s out 
on that field is capable of making plays — 
that’s why they are in the league and in the 
position that they are in. Pro Bowl or no pro 
bowls it doesn’t matter — you have to go out 
and play your best every week.”

The Titans are 5-8 on the year and 
come off a win over the Dolphins, 28-27 
on Monday. The Texans are currently in a 
six-way tie for sixth place in the AFC along 
with the Steelers, Colts, Broncos, Bengals 
and Bills. It’s a race that will probably come 
down to the wire and Houston will need 
every win it can get, which makes the loss to 
the Jets sting all the more.

“There weren’t many positives from this 
game for me,” Ryans said. “We have to play 
better. We’re going to go back and watch 
the film and tell the truth about it — that’s 
all you can do. You have to figure out what 
happened and make sure this same thing 
doesn’t happen again.

Texans in need of bounce 
back win against Titans

SCOTT W. COLEMAN 

Texans fans cheer during the Saints’ last-chance drive late in the fourth quarter of an NFL game between the Texans and the Saints on October 15, 2023 in Houston. 
The Texans won, 20-13.

PHOTOS BY SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Above: Texans running back Dameon Pierce (31) is tackled on a carry during an NFL game between the Texans and the Titans on Oct. 30, 2022 in 
Houston. Top left: Texans quarterback C.J. Stroud (7) looks to pass the ball during an NFL game between the Houston Texans and the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers on November 5, 2023 in Houston. Bottom left: Houston Texans wide receiver Nico Collins (12) carries the ball after a catch during an NFL 
game between the Texans and the Titans on Jan. 9, 2022 in Houston, Texas. The Titans won, 28-25.

 Texans fullback Andrew Beck (47) 
congratulates wide receiver Nico Collins 
(12) after a touchdown catch during an 
NFL game between the Houston Texans 
and the Tampa Bay Buccaneers on 
November 5, 2023 in Houston.

SCOTT W. COLEMAN 

“There weren’t many positives from this game for me. We 
have to play better. We’re going to go back and watch the film 
and tell the truth about it — that’s all you can do. You have 
to figure out what happened and make sure this same thing 
doesn’t happen again.”

—DEMECO RYANS, Texans head coach
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rollment figures. The Tigers 
went from 3,197 students 
to 3,520 this year. Taylor 
followed up in fifth with 
3,209.5 students moving up 
one place from having the 
sixth most students last time 
around with realignment. 
Jordan will have the seventh 
most students in the school 
district, with 3,133 while 
Tompkins went from the 
third most students to the 
seventh most, with the Fal-
cons realignment numbers 
being at 3,071. Mayde Creek 
followed closely after Tomp-
kins with 3,025.5 students, 
finishing with the eighth 
most, while Morton Ranch 
again finished with the least 
numbers in the school dis-
trict with 2,863 students in 

this round of realignment. 
Freeman, which will 

open next school year, 
finished with an enrollment 
figure of 861.84. 

The number figures mean 
it is likely that Katy ISD will 
continue to have an All-Katy 
ISD nine team district for 
sports, while Freeman’s 
numbers would likely put it 
into the Class 4A ranks for 
the next two school years. 

FULL KATY ISD 
SNAPSHOT NUMBERS

Cinco Ranch: 3,790
Paetow: 3,746
Seven Lakes: 3,731
Katy: 3,520.5
Taylor: 3,209.5
Jordan: 3,133
Tompkins: 3,071
Mayde Creek: 3025.5
Morton Ranch: 2863
Freeman: 861.84

from page B1
REALIGNMENT

the win. 
“We wanted to play inside out and take 

whatever Tompkins gave us out of the 
double team,” Ary said. “It wasn’t perfect 
but I thought our kids did a great job of 
being patient and waiting for what we 
wanted. It takes a team and it took every-
one to get what we wanted and take this 
win tonight.”

The Mustangs are now winners of six 
in a row and will look to keep pace with 
the top of the district as they face Morton 
Ranch and Mayde Creek next. 

“We talk about it every year and this 
year it’s the same, we can do this,” Filoialii 
said. “We can play with anybody. This 
team plays for each other, we play together 
and we find shots for the whole team. 
We’re all about being united and that 
makes us special.”

DISTRICT 19-6A

TAYLOR 70, TOMPKINS 64
Points: (TA) Timya Grice 34, 

Fiapaipaitufanuaitamalii Filoialii 19, Mia Lopez 
9, Casey Scherpereel 5, Kara Hart 3; (TO) Gabby 
Panter 21, Caitlyn D’Addieco 16, Rihanna 
DeLeon 9, Kate Hopkins 8, Sascha Coughran 8, 
Haylie Panter 2;

Halftime: Taylor 36-34, 3-Pointers: (TA) 
Lopez 2, Filoialii, Hart, Scherpereel; (TO) Panter 
4, Coughran 2, DeLeon; Records: (TA) 15-2, 2-1 
(TO) 12-4, 3-1

from page B1
TAYLOR

TYLER TYRE

Gabby Panter shoots a 3-pointer during Friday's game between Taylor and Tompkins 
at the Tompkins gym.

Above: 
Fiapaipaitufanuaitamalii 
Filoialii goes up for a 
layup during Friday's 
game between Taylor and 
Tompkins at the Tompkins 
gym. Left: Filoialii drives 
to the basket during 
Friday's game between 
Taylor and Tompkins at 
the Tompkins gym.

PHOTOS BY TYLER TYRE

Superior Hill is brought down during a kick return during a game between Katy 
and Cinco Ranch at Legacy Stadium.

DOMENIC GREY | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIME

PHOTOS BY DOMENIC GREY | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Above: Chad Gasper is tackled by two defenders during a game between Jordan and Paetow at Legacy Stadium. Right: Barrett 
Hudson runs through the Memorial defense during a game between Seven Lakes and Memorial at Legacy Stadium.
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Katy ISD Provides Evaluations
for Students

 with Suspected Disabilities
The Katy Independent School District Department of
Special Education provides evaluations for students with
suspected disabilities to identify every student with a
disability living within the district’s boundaries. These 
evaluations are designed to help identify children who may 
qualify for the district’s special education or Section 504 
program.

Students with all categories of disabilities between the 
ages of 3 and 21 can be provided with services to ensure 
their success in school. These services and supports may 
be provided through Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
or through the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. 
Special Education services are also available to children 
who are visually and/or auditory impaired starting at birth.

If you are aware of a child who may be challenged with 
a disability, please contact the Katy ISD Department of 
Special Education at 281-396-2066. The Department of 
Special Education will coordinate efforts to evaluate the 
student and, if eligible, ensure that the student is provided 
with supports and services needed to obtain academic and 
non-academic benefit. Please do not hesitate to call should 
you have any questions.

Katy Independent School District
6301 South Stadium Lane

Katy, TX 77494

Katy Independent School District is an equal opportunity 
employer. The Board of Trustees, and its agents, officers, 
and staff members shall not discriminate based on gender,
race, disabling condition, age, color, religion, national
origin, military status, or any other legally protected status 
in making decisions regarding staff members or students.

NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF APPLICATION BY 
COMMISSIONERS’ COURT

TO AMEND THE MAJOR THOROUGHFARE 
PLAN/MAP FILED FOR RECORD WITH THE 

COUNTY ENGINEER’S OFFICE
APPLICATION:   On behalf of the property owner, North Pines 1488 LP, Quiddity
Engineering, LLC is requesting to be allowed to amend The Major Thoroughfare 
Plan/Map as noted in the application (9706 / 13854). The amendment will adjust 
Stone Bridge Parkway to align with the approved Solar Farm’s 120’ exclusion area for 
future ROW extension along the west side of the property.

This amendment request, if approved, will only effect the applicant property.

PUBLIC HEARING:   A public hearing will be held during the regular session 
of Commissioners’ Court on (December 20th, 2023) at the Waller County
Courthouse Annex, 425 FM 1488, Hempstead, Texas 77445.

PUBLIC NOTICE 
(1) General Description of property: Unit is 10’ by 20’
climate-controlled unit. Unit contains a dryer, several
pieces of furniture including a couch set, and an HP
printer.

(2) Lien: This unit is being sold to satisfy a lien owed to 
Cane Island Storage.

(3) Owner: The owner of this unit is Thomas Wiley.

(4) Address: The address of the self-storage facility is 27748 
Highway 90, Katy, Tx 77494

(5) Site/Time: Auction will take place on December 18 
Through December 31, 2023 at 11 am and will be hosted on 
SelfStorageAuction.com  
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INVITATION TO BIDDERS 
Sealed Bids in duplicate will be received by KGA DeForest
Design on behalf of the City of Fulshear in the office of
KGA/DeForest Design, LLC (L.A. License No. 2602, Texas),
24275 Katy Freeway, Suite 300, Katy, Texas, 77494 until 2:00
P.M. on January 15, 2024, for City of Fulshear Eagle
Landing Park.

All bids will be publicly opened and read aloud for
construction of improvements including concession
building, parking lots and driveways, natural turf sports
fields, playground, irrigation and landscape. 

Bidders shall submit two (2) copies of the Bid on exact copies 
of the Bid Form provided. A Certificate of Interested Parties 
(HB Form 1295) must be returned with Bid. (See Spec Book)

Bid Documents may be examined without charge in the
offices of KGA/DeForest Design, LLC, 24275 Katy Freeway,
Suite 300, Katy, Texas, 77494, or may be obtained upon
request. 

A Cashier’s Check or Bidder’s Bond Payable to City of
Fulshear in the amount of not less than two percent (2%) 
of the bid submitted, outlined in the Contract Documents, 
must accompany the Bid.

A Mandatory Pre-Bid Meeting is scheduled for January 04, 
2024, at 2:00 P.M. at the office of KGA/DeForest Design, 
LLC.

Bidders must have at least five years of confirmed experience
on comparable size projects of a similar scope in the
Houston Area.

The successful bidder receiving contract award must
furnish Performance, Payment, and Maintenance Bonds in
the amount of one hundred percent (100%) each of the
total Contract price.  Each such bond shall be executed by a 
corporate surety duly authorized to do business in the State 
of Texas.

The winning bid is decided not by low price but by this
standard:

“The responsible person or persons that, in the Board’s
judgment, will be most advantageous to the District and
result in the best and most economical completion of the 
District’s proposed improvements.”    

The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to 
waive bidding informalities.

TexSCAN Week of 
Dec. 10-16, 2023

ACREAGE
LAND FOR SALE. Hunting, recreational, retirement. 
Hill Country, Trans Pecos Region, South Texas. 
30-year fixed rate, owner financing, 5% down. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com. 800-876-9720.

ALMANAC
The gift that keeps you learning – the Texas 
Almanac  2024-2025 is the premier reference for 
everything Texas. The entire book is revised with 
the latest information, including the 254 county 
maps and population estimates for every Texas 
town. https://www.legacyoftexas.com/product/
texas-almanac-2024-2025.

BASEBALL
BOB’S BASEBALL TOURS – August 2-12, 2024. 
See MLB games in Cincinnati, Detroit, Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh, Toronto, Boston & NY Yankees. Visit 
Baseball, Hockey, Basketball, Pro Football and Rock 
& Roll Halls of Fame, guided Tour of Manhattan. 
$3,500/person based on double hotel occupancy. 
Quality motor coach, hotels & game tickets. Call/text 
507-217-1326. Also offering Arizona/Grand Canyon 
Spring Training Tour & New York/New England Fall 
Foliage Tour in ’24!

ENERGY
Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
7-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just 
a generator. It’s a power move.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing 
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our case 
managers simplify the process & work hard to help with 
your case.  Call 1-844-494-0689 FREE Consultation. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide Mail: 2420 N St NW, 
Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

LOG HOMES
Estate Sale Log Homes – Log Home kits selling 
for balance owed, free delivery. Model #101 
Carolina, bal. $17,000; Model #203 Georgia, 
bal. $19,950; Model #305 Biloxi, bal. $14,500; 
Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View plans 
a t  www.americanloghomesandcabins .com, 
704-368-4528.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-
0467 www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WATER DAMAGE
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage 
and mold in your home. If you have water damage to 
your home, call for a free estimate for complete repairs 
to protect your family and your home’s value! Call 
24/7:  1-877-727-3027.

   WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

. . Never been manufacturedNever been manufactured

. . NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERYNO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY 

.   .   Comes with complete building  Comes with complete building  
blueprints and Construction Manualblueprints and Construction Manual

NEW HOMES:

www.americanloghomesandcabins.com

Serious Inquiries only Call: 704 368-4528

Before Calling View House Plans at

JUST RELEASED: AMERICAN  
LOG HOMES is assist ing estate  
& account sett lement on houses

LOG HOME KITS  
selling for BALANCE OWED with FREE DELIVERY

LOG HOMESLOG HOMES
PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!

* Windows, Doors and Roofing not included

Model #101, Carolina, $40,840       BALANCE OWED $17,000
Model #203, Georgia, $49,500        BALANCE OWED $19,950BALANCE OWED $19,950
Model #305, Biloxi, $36,825            BALANCE OWED $14,500
Model #403, Augusta, $42,450        BALANCE OWED $16,500 

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

BOB’SBASEBALL TOURS

August 2-12, 2024

See MLB games in Cincinnati, Detroit, Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh, Toronto, Boston & NY Yankees. Visit Baseball, 
Hockey, Basketball, Pro Football and Rock & Roll Halls of 
Fame. Guided Tour of Manhattan.

Free Brochure:  Call or Text 507-217-1326

$3,500/person based on double hotel occupancy
Quality motor coach, hotels & game tickets.

Also offering Arizona/Grand Canyon Spring Training 
Tour & New York/New England Fall Foliage Tour in ’24!
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DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE
BUSINESS SERVICES

Design, Printing, and Shipping Solutions.
Notary, Mailboxes And Much More!

23144 Cinco Ranch Blvd. Suite B
Katy, TX 77494 | 281.396.4773

23144 Cinco Ranch Boulevard Suite B 
Katy, TX 77494

281.396.4773

Design, Printing, and Shipping Solutions.
Notary, Fax, and Lamination Services.

Virtual and Physical Mailbox.

 

Services:
· Alterations

Men, Women, And More

· Custon Tailoring
· Dress Making/Aleteration

· Prom, Graduation, Quince
· Embrodery

· and More Call/Text Today!

OPEN 
NOW

ALTERATIONS ATTORNEYS

Wills - Family Law
Criminal Law + More

Get the legal
representation you 

deserve at
HALF THE COST!

Call 346-476-6939 to schedule a FREE Consultation
 www.alchemyattorneys.com

Fritz hired as UH 
head football coach
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Willie Fritz was hired as the 
University of Houston’s new head 
football coach last week, a coup 
for the program as Fritz brings 
with him  a proven ability to build 
programs and win at ever level in 
college football.

It only took the Cougars a week 
to go through their coaching search, 
after firing Dana Holgorsen, who 
led Houston to a 4-8 record in their 
first season in the Big 12.

“What we realized even before 
we decided to make a change is 
that to coach football at the Uni-
versity of Houston was different 
than it was two, three, five years 
ago. This was a job that was highly 
sought after by a lot of coaches, 
so we didn’t need to settle,” said 
Chairman of the Board of Regents 
Tillman Fertitta. “I use that term a 
lot in business, 'we’re not going to 
settle.' We did our list of 10 names. 
We took it to five names after 
talking to a lot of different people, 

and we didn’t settle. We got the 
person that we wanted and that is 
Willie Fritz.”

Fritz comes to Houston after 
spending the past eight years at 
Tulane. He led the Green Wave 
to an AAC Championship last 
year and their first major bowl 
appearance in 83 years last 
season. He then went on to lead 
Tulane to an 11-2 record this year, 
coming up just short of another 
AAC Championship and finishing 
behind SMU. 

“No one in the country has 
been better at leading and de-
veloping student-athletes than 
Willie Fritz,” Chris Pezman, Vice 
President of Athletics said. “Over 
his more than three decades of 
head coaching experience, he has 
guided several football programs 
to historic success. We’re excited 
to welcome Willie, his wife, Susan, 
and their entire family, to Cougar 
Nation and look forward to putting 
our full support behind Coach 
Fritz as we look to take the next 
steps in the Big 12 Conference.”

Overall Fritz has accumulated a 
247-121-1 record as a head coach 
and has helped Tulane become 
one of if not the best group of five 
program over the past few years. 
Fritz was chosen over a group that 
included UNLV head coach Barry 

Odom and UTSA head coach Jeff 
Traylor. 

“I am truly humbled and 
honored to join the University of 
Houston family and to be a part 
of the strong athletics tradition at 
UH,” said Fritz. “There is no ceiling 

for success, with the incredible fan 
support, excellent facilities, tal-
ented young men and a collective 
desire to compete for champion-
ships. We will build a program that 
all Coogs can be proud of and I 
cannot wait to see the results.”

PHOTO COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON ATHLETICS

Willie Fritz at his introduction ceremony at the University of Houston.

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Tompkins graduate and Alabama quar-
terback Jalen Milroe is headed to the college 
football playoff. 

The sophomore quarterback led the 
Crimson Tide to a win in the SEC Title game 
over No. 1 ranked Georgia to secure that 
playoff berth in what was the biggest game 
of Milroe’s career so far. 

Milroe threw for 192 yards in the game 
while rushing for 68 yards, accounting for 
two touchdowns in a 27-24 win that ended 
Georgia’s 29-game win streak and sent the 
Bulldogs home without a college football 
playoff appearance for the first time since 
2020. 

It was quite a journey for Milroe, who 
went from being benched earlier in the sea-
son to becoming an SEC champion. 

“The biggest thing we've got to do is trust 
the process and keep getting better,” Milroe 
said after the game. “But we beat the best 

team in the nation considerably, so what 
do you consider us. The biggest thing about 
this team is we know there's unfinished 
business.”

Milroe stepped his game up down the 
stretch of the season, leading Alabama to 
wins over Tennessee, LSU and Auburn to 
help get the Crimson Tide into the SEC 
Championship game before helping them 
get past the top ranked Georgia Bulldogs. 

Alabama, who was ranked No. 4 by the 
college football playoff committee, will play 
No. 1 Michigan in the Rose Bowl on Jan. 1 
and it will be a big one for Milroe, as a win 
would send him to the College Football 
Playoff National Championship Game 
which will be played on Jan. 8 in Houston in 
what would be a homecoming for the quar-
terback, as it will be played in NRG Stadium. 

"Before anyone had an opinion of me, I 
had my purpose already," Milroe said post-
game. "The biggest thing was just stay true 
to myself and I had the right support system 
around me to uplift me."

Tompkins grad Milroe 
heads to CFP after leading 
Alabama to SEC Title

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Alabama quarterback Jalen Milroe (4) hands the ball off to running back Jase McClellan (2) during an NCAA college football 
game between Texas A&M and Alabama on October 7, 2023, in College Station, Texas. Alabama won, 26-20.

Above: Alabama 
quarterback Jalen 
Milroe (4) leaves the 
field after an NCAA 
college football game 
between Texas A&M and 
Alabama on October 7, 
2023, in College Station, 
Texas. Alabama won, 
26-20. Left: Alabama 
quarterback Jalen Milroe 
(4) scrambles in an 
attempt to avoid a sack 
during an NCAA college 
football game between 
Texas A&M and Alabama 
on October 7, 2023, in 
College Station, Texas. 
Alabama won, 26-20.

PHOTOS BY SCOTT W. COLEMAN
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HOUSTON METHODIST
LEADING CARE
where you need us

Convenient, easy-to-access locations for primary, 
specialty and emergency care in Katy and West Houston

We offer a full spectrum of care, including:

• Primary care physicians for you and your family, providing personal care and service

• Specialists with innovative treatments and customized programs 

• Collaborative teams of experts using the newest technologies and latest research
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HOUSTON METHODIST
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West Hospital

 Breast Care

 Emergency Care

 Orthopedics & 
      Sports Medicine 

 Primary Care

 Specialty Care

To fi nd care near you, visit
houstonmethodist.org/katy-west
or call 713.790.3333.

Katy ISD’s Miller Video Crew nominated 
for Student Broadcast Program of the Year
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Katy ISD’s Miller Video Crew has 
been nominated for the 2023 Student 
Broadcast Program of the Year award 
after a great year where they helped 
broadcast the Katy ISD football season.

The award, which comes from the 
Dave Campbell’s Student Multimedia 
Spotlight Award which is given to ten 
schools throughout the football sea-
son, all of which are then put together 
to be nominated for the broadcast 
team of the year. The program of the 
year is given a $2,500 donation and is 
presented their award during the UIL 
State Championship games at AT&T 
Stadium in Arlington. 

“The Katy ISD Miller Video Crew 
has greatly enhanced the game day 
experience by providing quality action 
shots, instant replays and fulfilling 
advertising contracts,” said Katy ISD 
Athletic Director Lance Carter. “The 
Miller Video Crew consists of students 
from all over Katy ISD and are selected 
through a series of auditions. The pro-
duction is such great quality that our 
partner, Dave Campbell’s Texan Live 
uses the content for their live game day 
feed. We are grateful for this recogni-
tion of our hardworking kids.” 

Katy ISD is up against Aledo, 
Bridgeland, Jacksonville, Pharr-San 
Juan-Alamo ISD, Tyler High, Waller, 
Whitehouse, Wimberley and Pfluger-
ville Weiss for the award. 

PHOTOS COURTESY KATY ISD

Above: Ethan Roberts on show control during a game at 
Legacy Stadium.  Right: Juan Alvarado on the wireless 
camera during a game at Legacy Stadium.
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